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Tile Him. Sydney Fisher undertook to return 
I‘atent Office. Ottawa, and now the work of , -,
cation and compilation is fast approaching 
lion, and as an outcome of this work the office v 
aide at an early date to publish a complete and g- 
index 1 I inventions of all patents granted in tin on- 
sent year, the plan adopted being similar to that V, 
C11 ted States annual index.

This will prove a valuable index to mimiiavtm 
invent rs and those interested in patents, for tin 
•on that there will lie a complete uniformity tin 1 
out .which it is almost impossible to expert m in
dexes compiled year lie year and by different per- 11»

The development eif the manufacturing industries 
of Canada is largely dependent upon the development 
of mechanical dexterity in those employed therein. 
As the prospect of securing some prize by a patent 0 
one of the most effective of stimulants to mechanical 
studies the Government should pay every possildi at
tention to facilities being afforded for securing such 
protection a- a patent provides.

of a mint lier of them, and the recruiting of men in 
Burlington, Vermont, to aid the insurgents. It se.-nts 
almost incredible that such events were chronicled in 
a Montreal newspaper only sixty-four years ago. An
other strange feature in such news is that the pro
ceedings at Toronto were not published in this city 
until a week after Thursday's paper contains, as the 
latest news, items that were dispatched by "the stage 
that left 011 Sunday morning," the journey from Tor
onto having occupied four days and four nights. This 
is now a nine hours' trip.
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When it is considered that a number 
VattatOffir* of the most prosperous industries in 

operation were established bv me
chanical improvements or inventions, 

such as arc usually sought to lie protected from piracy 
by registration or patent, it becomes evident how im
portant it is to give every possible stimulus and pro
tection to mechanical ingenu-ty. When a new idea 
has occurred that promises to have practical value, 
it is very discouraging to the discoverer to leant that 
all kinds of obstacles are in his way when he desires 
to protect his invention front being pirated, and its 
pecuniary benefits rea|>ed by some enterprising per
son who is destitute of honesty. < hie of these ob- 
s acl.-s is the difficulty of finding out whether his idea 
is so original as to Ik- worthy of a patent, or, whether 
it has been already protected. Within recent years 
very great improvements have Iwen made in the sys
tem of classifying, recording and indexing inventions 
at I'atent ( Iffices, more especially in me States. At 
the re.tnt meeting of the Manufacturers' Association. 
Mr. Fetherstonhauglt made an interesting stit.-m.-nt 
on this subject. He showed that for many years the 
l anadian I'atent ( tffice. ami the laws relating to pat
ents, have been in an unsatisfactory condition. Even 
before this Association took up this matter as to the 
reorganization of the I’atent ( tffice. and the amend
ments of the laws relating to patents, inventors ami 
manufacturers generally were aware that the I'atent 
t tffice was in anything lint a satisfactory condition. 
The examiners had no facilities, or practically none 
for the pro|>er and thorough examination of an appli
cation as to novelty. Resides this there were only 
titres- examiners, and such a number was entirely 
inadcipiatr to cope with the work and give it that 
necessary attention which is so conducive to the 
i sue of a patent of valu.-.

In the past it has been the practice to appoint a 
deputy commissioner who was totally unversed with 
the mechanical arts, or who had no practical experi
ence. In fact, the appointment was purely a political 
one. and necessarily not conducive to the best inter
ests of inventors and manufacturers generally To 
those familiar with the condition of affairs it ap- 
I eared that a remedy should be applied which would 
bring up the office to a standard commensurate with 
the work it was required to perform.

A very singular case, reported in 
re usrle. 1» " The Insurance Observer." « a- 
L-w Cue. heard in the King's Bench, London.

on J51I1 ult. The plaintiff applied mi 
31 st Max, liyoo, for an accident jiolicy, stating that lie 
was not insured in any other company. The agent, 
to whom the profiosal was sent, went away for his 
holid iy> after receipt of the proposal, and plaintiff did 
not hear fn m the conqiaiiy until June 14. when lie 
was informed that his proposal was accepted • Be
tween May 31 and June 14, however, plaintiff sent a 
proposal to the Royal Exchange Company, and effec
ted an insurance with them. I11 July he met with an 
aeii ’eat, which deprived him of the sight of one eye 
and when lie applied to the defendant company mr 
payment under the policy granted by them, til v re 
fused to |iav on the ground that lie had concealed tin 
fact that he was insuicd with another company.

Mr. Justice Wright, at the conclusion of the argil 
iiients. said it was a hard case, but the conditions mi 
which the defendant company issued the policy wa
lk it ill • insured sh mid let them know that lie wa- in 
sured with another company. That plaintiff had not 
done, and. thcrcfoic, by the terms of the policy. Ii 
forfeited his rights under it.

Judgment was entered for the defendant company
Criticism of a judgment that is very much con 

densed i' not safe If. however, the almve version 
correct, the above judgment will stand a fair chan 
of being overruled. The insured could not have I ! 
the second company know he was already insured 
he had no: been advised of his proposal Wing accepted 
When he knew this he should have then inform d 
both companies, but an ordinary person, ignorant of 
insurance, might have retained both jmlicies with- nt 
any thought of deceit or wrong doing.


