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because many petty things that created 
misunderstanding and caused misinterpre 
talion have fallen away We know ihat 
it was a true life without a wilful lie in it; 
we know tha* this sta’. sra'nt 
both to his own feeling and the actual

Th- |AU „i su i . _ , , facts of the case The gift had pleased
joy 01 (living end Receiving, gifts. He did not accept them as payment and helped but the supreme blessing fell

Phil. 4 : m-ao. for his services, he did not consider that hack upon the f,.veri
bykfv the highest spiritual ministry could in any But how do we receive such tidings

real sense receive payment. A man can from the living voice ? Suppose the 
I aul closes this epistle with a personal be supported, kept alive, a certain allow- Christian teacher courteously but courage- 

acknowledgment, a warm expression of ance may be made for the wear and tear ouslv addresses a man of wealth in these 
gratitude, and he does this in a way that of life, hut there is no price for a man's terms : 1 God who has called me will care 
showis he lifts these matters of personal soul The greatest poets, preachers and lor me, He will feed and clothe ; He will
relationship to a lofty plane In declaring teachers have never received much of this also take care of the Church. In proportion
our gratitude I i God or man. it is easy to world's coin, and it is just as well, for to the divine life in her she will accomplish 
drop into empty, commonplace phrases. wisdom and truth, sympathy and love are great things whoever gives or whoever 
To Haul, however, this was not easy ; he not marketable commodities. The highest wiiholds, but I am concerned about you 

always original, that is, he spoke salaries are no- paid lo men who do the You have the opportunity of rendering a 
af™h l-vmg experience, noblest work, but often to those who be- little service before the night closes 

I he Hhcippians, on their side, were a wilder and mislead. When you look at around you ll you shut yourself up in a 
'heugh,ful, generous people. The gospel Paul s work in the light of these nineteen small selfish wor d and have your soul 
which they had received had been to centuries do you think lhat any bank strangled by miserable greed you are 
them such a quickening joy inspiring cheque could give a full and final payment bringing upon yourself a present damna- 
power that they were anxious to shew for n? Paul judged it well to waive the tion.”
their keen appreciation by ministeting to just claim fur support and I mited himself Such a speech can only he righllv given 
the man who had come to them as the to receiving g,fis which were the real hy a mn.i of unquesliona le strength and 
messenger of God. The remarkable expression of sincere friendship. H • feel- sincerity. It is part of the filing gospel 
thing is that there was a real spiritual mg in such cases might be expressed In and teveals the stewardship of life. It 
' wi’K m"" lh,m and P?ul> so ?bat the words of Emerson : places a severe test upon the hearer, to

even when°h«* fj2fm "Gilts from one who loved me, the selfish, cyn cal man it may seem to be
f . compelled to decline ‘Twe# high time they tame; onlv a plaisible form of begging, a clever

ZZ'T °,h,ea t. Thus',m u,.lerlng hls When he ceased to love, attempt lo capture his money lor Church
personal gramudehe reveals,an Importai, ,me,hey stopped for shame. purposes. Paul ventures to take this

rtniï hh,.nhfu .r?rwi*1 ,.fr,endshiP of'he highest kind is a high ground and maintain lhat his chief
^ a wî^.h , ‘ . • lh,S d,flku' and delicate affair. Within a joy in ihe gifts Is gladness over the spirit-
hVdTseLu ,h k y. ■,mpr!!SS TT family 'here should be real family feeling ual fruitfulness, the self-sacrifice mani 
hi h,d é^h a' a Preal principle—which so Iha, it, members can give and receive fes.ed hy those to whom he has minis-
more hu bad| d ■l" In °W" lkl !.' 18 helP from cach olher w! hout any sense of lered In stating Ihe reasons for this, he 
more b'essed to give than to receive." dependence or shame. Even that is not gi 

One outstanding feature of Paul's char alw ays possible, but how rare it is for two fife.
ThoseS whVîhincVhT, ,nf ?pendeni;e pwple lo he on siun terms of friendship His self sulfici ncy. He speaks not
ChGstiaThLàn mean, a W "* i 'c,'5' C?" give ,,nd reccive help with from the pressure of need because he has
condition T , ù‘,k' °UI obhSa,lon or mi,understanding. This learned in whatsoever circuit! lances he
«ror r,T,l,on onhl. PP°“,^r lu" o,rc; noblc fe'h wship existed between is placed to be self sufficient. "Content" 
was a lowlv childlike m'T , h"*- ' 6 ** Pa“* a"d 'he Philippian disciples, and in is too small a word to express Paul s real
r„?lv hlfT'y'r I | dhk bow'"8 t.r"'ll 'h"t passage he reveals the spiritual basis meaning There is a shallow pretence of
m"n «ek ntr to'live TnnhfeLTT ,’' t ^ rela,io.nshiP The passage i, self sufficiency which dispenses with God 
rî othé» - he counted himi ,T‘‘ nP \ SUgges"ve »"d il « well worth and despises the Christ That was tar
servant of'all but he would JVh ' attention that we may note Ihe from Paul’s thought ; he was never capable
sc vani ot 31! but he wou|d not be the character of the apostle's thought, and ot anything so absurd. He tells us pa d “'f"»"1".” community of catch the spirit of his teaching. He uses plaink that*his power to do and hear all 
pendent rn^c^ î Le was trondBom,h, ,b‘’,dness "f. speech the boldness ,ha, is things is from jesu, Christ. This self 
work Tommnied in h,m Tf i ! tbe. prerogative of the noblest streogih and sufficiency hascomelohimihroughsell-
TLUm he c™ d nVbe Lfihe,,Sf ***".!' not ,0 * wi'h the surrender' I, is a popular misconception
LLLt minister of ChrlT, n, ..T. f, Pre.'c"m“sness of ignorant presumption of the Christian religion to think of it as 
of men The manner of h‘- U serXan He recognizes the generosity of the people the impoverishment of sell instead of the 

Peru iafi?y o7h?s JôsuioL suo^T» T ,° had * meM*?*er “ ,be enrichment of the whole manhood. Thehe did ou side the oiicmàl cirr’e nfai O fl ■ !0l|s°me journey to minister to him dur- rich, independent man is the man who 
made him snecUllv Ve on hiJ * ,mPrl-0”ment at Rome This was ha, a world of hi, own, a faith in God. 
made him specially sensitive on this spontaneous generosily ; ,t was not a tax an interpretation of life, a sympathy with
P Paul maintained that a, » m. of “nW,lllngl>' Pald bu« a free Rift springing men, a hope lor the future. The weak- 
right the labourer is worth, of l,!s hire from graiiiude and love. I he thoughtful ness of many people is lhat they have too 
andthe manwho' eivesuntim, V'end,h'p. ,hel was behind i, gave it little of this self sufficiency, ,1, ir happi-
strength to minisLr o hi. h™,hr.n ^ g 7 beau,t>,,land acceptability. Paul ness i, too much dependent upon thing,wLrLy of th7ir ge,,LLu, lovai ,,mL, '! W and acknowledged i, ou.side of them, they hunger for more
If thafwas not true there would hePnoih eartily but the boldness of his speech wealth, commercial prosperity or social
ing speciaf inhi.conduc, The nnimG "u.u '• h,s'."’a' be.'s ab'« "> declare success. How can people who are always

artMîuyé
h,riVuVf,n,P,P,drNrrr,foVg1” wlierev Ml'S",i!'r '""S c'^ M^uT^n^Tmig^s'LL t*1

::: SX s•seven lhtfnoMes, act on wHl L nl.V gm” ■W°rk,' ’’“Va'" ,hc P””"” of hii ,his »*>hle self-sufficiency, hut in the 
all fi was "hy Somerset , / alflicon, that had remained neglectful of life and in Ihe school of Christ,
e, cenlriTiy orslm^v nnde To ac.ri!,!!, , V™' ,he>’ "O'lld have missed a , Hence his power of adaptation to varied

ExrifïtHH1! ESrSSHl.x-.îlssm'ïï-js xassr-Txrzs seisssssies;
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