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A refcronco whu h will i.roHontiy bo made to roj.ortH of nroc-d-
in^' MiniHtors of .Tastiro on thi»' and Iciiulred subje-ts will nhow bownoresHury it .corned to tho prode<c.hor. oi tho nndc-r.-iunod, in times
past, to Provont oncroanhnontH by this meann, npoi, tho appointing

t';^'nr7. 'r/°''"':"'
^^•'*^''"^'^'*^' ""^ ^'''' "^"•«'^''«''y it wan deemed

U5 prevent the oo^ntiKsion ind inju-tie-e which munt cnMuc wbon »
ribunal, to whadi huitor^s have resorted for iu-li.e, has boon docidirjfupon tho rights of particH without havinrj bad juriHdiotion.

The Order in Coun -il und>r roview, in piohentinfr to Your F^xcei-
Jonoy what IS clanhM] to hi,vo been tho la^v rospoctiriir ni».trict
Ma^M^tratOH m the Province of l^.ieboe, bofoio the msm^ro of the
dina lo«red Act, roterv to a Herie« of «nactmenis whi, h nro not
unlike the class of Siatiitcs which has last beon .-.(ivrtod lo

In ibo year 1S|;;*, the Le^.laturo of t^ubee, b> chnp. '{ of that
year, declared that the Lieutenant (Jovornor in Council raitjhl
appoint one or more persons to ba District Matri.trates, with tho
power of Jnstu'es of tho Peace and .hid^os of Sessions of tho Peace.
Their naiary was not to exceed 81/200, and thoir civil jarisdiction
was limite.i to 82.. oxoeptinj,' an to titboB, taxes, penalties ani
damagosrccovorableunder the Lower Cannd.^ Municipal Act and
nndor certain other Acts of (iuobec. In these enumerated cases
their jurisdiction was unlimited, provided tho defendant resided
wuhin the county in whirb tho Court was hold, or that the debt
was contracted therein and the defendant resided within tho
uistrn t.

The same Act purported to confer power on thf> Lieutenant
Governor in Council to establish additional Magistrates ir tho
Uistnct of Saguonay, with Jurisdiction up to 8200. This Act may
bo contended to have had validity h^ applying alt.oge'hcr to a Pro-
vincial Court of lower rank than any of tho conns in ro,M-.eet of
Which tho appointing power has been giver, to the fiovornor (ioneral
in Council by the British North America Act ; or it may ],»ssibly be
sustained on other grounds, which it is unnocoH..arv to soolc for at
pre;-ent. It cannot bo supposed, however, to have had validity fiam
the fact that it was left to its operation '.v the Federal Kxecutivo.
although this IS almost the sole grouu i ;>n which its Talidity is
aHPumed in the Order in Council under review. No argument can
bo drawn from th:H Statute as to tl e validity of the disuHowod Act,
bocansotheActof 188rfditforedfrom it in essential points. sora.< of

^Jt ^^7° already beo.^ onuraorated and may be referred to here-
alter, iho A.t of 1869, however, contains provisions which clearly
Illustrate the remarks bidbro made a« to the disposition to encroach
tipon the powers of the Federal Parliament and Executive, in regard
to the administration of justice. Some of its provisions would
hardly be repeated by tho Legislature now, in tho light which has
been tiirown upon our Constitution by twenty years of oxporionoe.
buch tor oxfimplo, are the provisions of the !nh Hellion, which con-
ferred on each of tho Magietrates, powers which tho Parliament of
panada naa deciared f»hoiiid bo exercised only by two Justices of tho
foace, or by certain other spocifiod officers, tho District Ma<'iHrata
not being one

. and eoction 10, which undertook to ext.md to T,)istriot
Magistratob tho provisions of an Act of tho Parliament of (janada


