
Ovttiiif Oreen Timber.

Fnder tno pr»K««>nt »yiitein of Iork'HK w" '"• nearly all Uie tfeei below 10 inchet in

(Unm<>t«r are 1< f i »tuiidiii|f, prf.immbly to (trow to a large »«o for future loRRinK. »nd

to seei* up the Rround for u fuliirf crop. In ioine Jistricts this regulation is no doubt

n winfl one, but in lli<' tiniU-r of the Crow's Neat Talley tbe re«ulU are not in th«be«t

interest* of tbe luinbiT lrod<> or the foreat.

After a loi^irinfi op<'rntion in a mixed atanJ of pine and apruce, there ia left s

fcattercd itaml of pint- and spruce polea from four to ten inches in diameter. If it

w«re certain that tlnMo jxilis would remain without wind-throw or destruction by fii«

until they were twelve or sixti-en inches in diameter it might be profitable to leave

them, but, as it if, the spruce, being ahallow rooted and auddealy expoied to the fleroe

gales of the Crow's Nest Pass, is blown over within a few years after the logging

operations. The pine, a deeper-rooted tree but not as strong, ia broken off. Fire

protection will probably U? bett.r in tlu' future, but ui> to the present tho greater

part 01 the out-over land has been burned over within five years after logging. The

liitivv slash remains iiiHaniinalile for years and carries a fire that destroys oil the

trees remaining. It has been the general experi iice that the small trees left after

a lumbering operation arc not<saved for a future crop but are a dead loss.

If the trees remaining secdvd up the ground to a valuable species, they might

prove a good investment, but natural production is not especially good on a tract

logged to the 10-inch diameter limit. Spruce, pine and fir are the important species.

Taking out all ilio trees to 10 inches diameter opt^is up the forest to such an extent

tliat tliv soil is dried out too much and too much light is admitted for a successful

spruce repr.xluction. On the other hand, the duff on the surface of the soil prevents

a rapid reproduction of fir and pine. The results would be better for spruce repro-

duction if the forest were not oi)ened so much and would be better for pine and fir

reproduction if it were cut clear, or nearly a.), and tlie brush burned broadcast.

Closer utilization uf the timber is possible. The lumber cumpuniva are taking

logs down to 8 inches or less in tho top and would take lu logs more per acre if they

were not d«terred by the 10-inch limit. They could take the rest of the green spruce

and pine down to a diameter of four to six inches for mining props and thus profitably

and benefically clear up tlie operation. On all the old oper„i ' .na it is noticeable that

they c\it the stumps six to eighteen inches higher than ia ne^nsaary. The cutting is

nearly uU <lon«! when there is very little or no snow on the p-'ound, and when there is

no necessity for cutting stumps over 12 inches high. They leave on au average in

long tops aiul in old skjdways 20 twelve foot logs, 8 inches or more at the top, on

every acre. This waste is due tu carhessness by lumber-jacks. It is a waste which

many governiuenis are checking by charging dues on the timber left in the woods.

I.uniheriiig oi«Tations in the Crow's Nc^t valley leave in the woods in skidways,

high stumps and long tops, the following amounts per acre:

—

30 mining props 8 ft. x 6 iu.

15 logs 12 ft. X 8 in.

150 feet board measure in high stumps.

Per B<iuare mile there is:

—

161,600 linp..l feet mining props.

288,000 feet B. M. lumber.

In addition there are left in trees under ten inches in diameter, trees which are

unlikely to stand until ancthrr cutting:—

Per acre:

—

40 mining propa BftxCin.
16 logs 19 ft X 8 in.


