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him in that behalf, to administer to all and to every persons or person as 
he shall think fit, who shall hold any office or place of trust or profit in 
Our said Dominion, the said Oath of Allegiance, together with such other 
Oath or Oaths as may from time to time, be prescribed by any Laws or 
Statutes in that behalf made and provided.

III. And We do require Our said (iovernor-(leneral to communicate 
forthwith to the Privy Council for Our said Dominion these Our Instruc­
tions, and likewise all such others from time to time as he shall find con­
venient for Our service to be imparted to them.

IV. Our said Governor-General is to take care that all laws assented 
to by him in Our name, or reserved for the signification of Our Pleasure 
thereon, shall, when transmitted by him, be fairly abstracted in the mar­
gins, and be accompanied, in such cases as may seem to him necessary, 
with such explanatory observations as may be required to exhibit the 
reasons and occasions for proposing such Laws; and he shall also transmit 
fair copies of the Journals and Minutes of the proceedings of the Parlia­
ment of Our said Dominion, which he is to require from the clerks, or 
other proper officers in that behalf, of the said Parliament.

V. And We do further authorize and empower Our said Governor- 
General, as he shall see occasion, in Our name nd on Our behalf, when 
any crime has been committed for which the offender may be tried within 
Our said Dominion, to grant a pardon to any accomplice not being the 
actual perpetrator of such crime, who shall give such information as shall 
lead to the conviction of the principal offender; and further, to grant to 
any offender convicted of any crime in any Court, or before any Judge, 
Justice, or Magistrate, within Our said Dominion, a pardon, either free 
or subject to lawful conditions, or any respite of the execution of the 
sentence of any such offender, for such period as to Our said Governor 
General may seem fit, and to remit any fines, penalties, or forfeitures which 
may become due and payable to Us. Provided always, that Our said Gov­
ernor-General shall not in any case, except where the offence has been of 
a political nature, make it a condition of any pardon or remission of 
sentence that the offender shall be banished from or shall absent himself 
from Our said Dominion. And We do hereby direct and enjoin that Our 
said Governor-General shall not pardon or reprieve any such offender 
without first receiving in capital cases the advi:e of th< Privy Council for 
Our said Dominion, and in other cases the at.vice of -,ne, at least, of his 
Ministers; and in any case in which such pardon or reprieve might directly 
affect the interest of Our Empire, or of any country or place beyond the 
jurisdiction of the Government of Our said Dominion, Our said Governor- 
General shall, before deciding as to either pardon or reprieve, take those 
interests specially into his own personal consideration in conjunction with 
such advice as aforesaid.

VI. And whereas great prejudice may happen to Our service and to 
the security of Our said Dominion by the absence of Our said Governor- 
General, he shall not, upon any pretence whatever, quit Our said Dominion 
without having first obtained leave from Us for so doing under Our Sign- 
Manual and Signet, or through one of Our Principal Secretaries of State

_____________ V. R.
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THE BRITISH NORTH AMERICA ACT, 1886 

(49 & 50 Victoria, c. 35.)
An Act respecting the Representation in the Parliament of Canada of

Territories which for the time being form part of the Dominion of
Canada, but are not included in any Province.

25th June, 1886.
Whereas it is expedient to empower the Parliament of Canada to 

provide for the representation in the Senate and House of Commons of


