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speeches of his followers were bitter in the extreme.
" What profit," cried Dillon, " can you ever expect

from governing a nation which nothing conciliates,

and nothing can subdue ? " Of all the fifty Coercion

Acts passed in the eighty-eight vears since the Union
this was the worst.

The second reading ws ; carried by 888 votes

against 45.

Pamell expressed a desiu 11.?' Gladstone should

have his (Pamell's) views distinctly put before him
by me—not in writing. This did not suit Gladstone.

He had no intention of giving away his hand in regard

to the Crimes Bill, and, in the then temper of his own
Party and of the Conservatives, was not at all desir-

ous of making any further private concession that

would certainly place him in a too favourable light

(as regards this Bill) in the eyes of the Irishmen.

He was determined not to see me again with refer-

ence to the Crimes Bill, and on June 23rd he wrote

me to that effect. It was obvious from the tone of

his letter that he was annoyed by the continued oppo-

sition of the Irish Party, which, from his point of

view, only served to impede the progress of the Arrears

BUI.

On one of my visits to Downing Street I told Glad-

stone of the inner working of the Ladies' Land League,

about which he was curious. I mentioned to him the

enormous sum these Lady Leaguers had expended and
the great difficulty Parnell had had in suppressing

them. On hearing the sum of their estimated weekly

expenditure a grim smile flitted over his face. " Very

satisfactory," he remarked, " as the ladies have
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