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PREFATORY NOTE TO AN INVENTORY OF THE MILITARY AND
ALLIED DOCUMENTS IN THE CANADIAN ARCHIVES.

PREPARED BY LIEUT. COL. CRUIKSHANK.

This c..ll..ctio., ,,f .iiami.stTi|,t r.rcr.is now o.msists of 1,847
volumes besides 14l> jM.rtfolios of loose paper. Nvl.ieh have not
yet been Rrrnnge.1 in n r>ennnnent form nn.l 201 ,i,„iliir ,.ort-
tolios of militia jmpers.

With a very iv^v exceptions tlie contents of th.' lM)nn.!
volnmcs relate to the jK^rio.l exten.iin^. fron, the arrival of
Lonl Dorchester as (ioven>or (ieneral an.l (V.mman.Ier of tl,.-
iorees n. IT^fi to the ,Iate of the transfer of the fortress of
Jial.tax to the military authorities of the Dominion. The
.locuments obtaine<l fron. Halifax in 1S7:! bv the consent of
the \V ar Office formed the nucleus of this s.-ries. These nu.it.lv
consist of the letters and despatches with their various en-
closures which accumulated in the office of the ililitarv Secre-
tary to the Tomnnnuler of the Forces in (^inada in the course
of eiRnty-fivo years. There are amonj; them a {c^^ copies or
rough drafts of letters written in the office. Xaturallv thev
vary greatly in character as well as in relative value "There
are papers of every conceivable description. :Manv relate to
trivial matters and the petty details of military adniinistration
or fie interior economy of a corps or military post, but a great
number are of permanent historical value. Some contain onlv

-ds hastily scrawled on a mere slip of paper possiblV
!. 3rtain light of a camp fire in the heart of the woods

n rge proportion are lengthy and momentous despatches
-Admiralty, the Treasury Board, or the War Office

bo.....^r the signature of a Secretary of State, or from officers
ot rank, detailing th.'ir operations in the field while events
were still fresh in their minds. In some the writing has
almost faded from view while in others of practically the same
date It seems as bright and distinct as when it left the pen
Some are so badly written as to be scarcely legible while other*
are models of caligraphy. Most interesting are the numerous
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