Choice group lobbies candidates

By MICHAEL DANIELS

he Canadian Abortion
I Rights Action League
(CARAL) has been sending
postcards to the campaign
headquarters of the three major
federal parties atross the country to
inform the candidates of the opin-
ion of the majority of Canadians
on abortion rights.
By sending this information to

the candidates, CARAL hopes to
bring public attention to the issue
of abortion rights in the curren
election.

“The politicians need to know
where the people stand on this
issue,” said Kit Holmwood, a spo-
kesperson for CARAL. “Although
72% of Canadians believe abortion
is between the woman and her doc-
tor, they haven't voiced this opin-
ion ... The information the politi-

cians do receive 1s from
anti-abortionists.”

CARAL, which has been active
in Halifax for the past vear, is lob-
bying for the.repealment of section

251, an outdated abortion law.

“We would like to see the present
system of therapeutic abortion
committees replaced by abortion
clinics, where women can find
counselling as well as freedom of
choice,” Holmwood said.

Another goal of the League is to
s€c the inception of programmes O
educate and counsel students on
the subjects of sex and abortion.

In Halifax, the response of the
parties has been varied. The New
Democrats have responded enthu-
siastically, putting the postcards up
on the walls of their campaign
headquarters. The Liberals and
Tories, who support the existing
law have shown little response, foc-
using instead on other issues.
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The Dalhousie Gazette is Can-
aca’s oldest college newspaper.
Published weekly through the
Dalhousie Student Union, which
also comprises its membership,
The Gazette has a circulation of
10,000.

As a founding member of
Canadian University Press, The
Gazette adheres to the CUP
statement of principles and
reserves the right to refuse any
material submitted of a libelous,
sexist, or racist nature. Deadline
for commentary, letters to the
editor and announcements is
noon on Monday. Submissions
may be left at the SUB enquiry
desk c/o The Gazette.

Commentary should not
exceed 700 words, letters should
not exceed 300 words. No
unsigned material will be
accepted, but anonymity may be
granted on request.

Advertising copy deadline is
noon, Friday before publication.

The Gazette offices are
located on the 3rd fioor SUB.
Come up and have a coffee and
tell us what's going on.

The views expressed in The
Gazette are not necessarily those
of the Student Union, the editor
or the collective staff.

Subscription rates are per
year (25 issues) and our ISSN
number is 0011-5816. The
Gazette's mailing adress is 6136
University Avenue, Halifax, N.S.
B3H 4J2, telephone (902}
424-6532.
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