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td'desly onething like lightning
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Lot hrâldnounted Blue Lightning,
aWs thé pony had bolted with bier!

11radway ran out with his doughnut
rfbil hiaud; but he was helpless and

a&fôot I He cast the fork frum him,
uid reached for a small pistol wbicb
luckily chanced to be carried in bis bip
pocket-ian unusual thing for a cow-
ptincher.

He looked at the lIlule weapon with a
sort of sobi. There was no other way!

Had hie been mounted, there might
have been a chance of beading the pony
off, since it circled at -no very fright-
fui speed arotund toward the left. jim
ran in a straight ine, to l~e left, also,-
moving in a sort of chord to tht 'boit-
iing horse's wide circle hiopinq to get
near.enough to Blue Lightnini and h~s
precious burden and risk a shot

"Kick your foot loose from the stir-
rup-be ready to faau free-I'mi going
to shoot him!" he shouted, boarsely.

. Oh, don't! Oh, don't!" came back
the startled cry.

Jim's band shook as it went slowly
up with the weapon. It was like
shooting at a dear friend! But a sou!
wrought up to the sacrifice ma'e
firnli the trembling hand and unsteady
arm.

"You'll have to just understand,
old man," hie wbispered. "You've got
to die for hier, samne as 1 would, if
twas me!"

Then the report rang out. The
pony suddenly whirled, and citme to-
wards bis master at a gentie trot,
while a long curl, from Lodora's fly-
ing tresses, floated away and settled
Pently Ulion the grass; Instead of
tu.-ning the pony away frorn danger,
'as slie intended, tlie girl had wheeled

Yes, tbe girl bad turned him;, for
in spite of bier pretended helplessness
and terror, it was îith Blile Ligt-t
ning w~ell in hand that Lodora came
up to ber lover.

"Oh, Jiim!" she cried, precpitating
herseif into thic arms outstretched to
veceive ber. -I wnted to scire vou
a littie; but I didn't tbink you'd be-
Feve that anytbing on four legs, even
Blue Lightning, could run away withi
fie!"

Jim stood pale and gasping. starilîîg
across to wbere tht tell-tale curi flut-
tcred upon the grass. But lie found
the presence. of mind to take advan-
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tage of the situation. Lodora withi
-t hysterical tendency to put bier arms
around bis neck and beg' bis forgivc-
!iess, was a delicious novelty.

"You ought flot to run suc!î awful
risks-I might bave shot you!" lie
remonstrated.

"Jin, boney," urged the tearful and
penîtent Lodora, "I had no more idea
that you'd shoot at Blue Lightnin.-
than anytbing in the world!"

"You don't kilow a thing about hov
mt'ch 1 love you," said Jim simply '.

"And you'd bave shot Blue Ligbt-
ning for my sake !" she went on, as
they moved back to the ranch-house,
hand in band, the astute )oliy foIlowv-
ing.' 'Well"-sbe paused long, look-
ing down; then continued, as they
once more stepped forward: "I said
1 wouldn't accept a dividcd lîeart-
and that's m-hy I-wvhv I-

"Oh, is that why you've been tor-
menting me ail this tine?" exclaimed
lier lov'er. He tu rned suddeilly, and
tCie hit derringer flashed in lus biand.
J'm bad bad a gleam of eilligliten-
ment. "Then ll shoot bini anyhow!"
lie said, affecting to aini at the pony.

"No you wont" cried bis sweet-
beart, and closed a resolute liand ovcr
thte weapon. . I. just love Blue Light-
ning. Pin go ing to have him. for in,
saddlehorse when we-wben----"

Soîne moments later she pluck-cd
bierseif, rosy and disheveled from lier
lover's close-clasping arins, and with
one look up into bis giorified eoun-
tenance, cried:

"My goodness. those doughnuiits art
burnhîîg to a ciier-jil'st smcell thicii!
And slieflied like a deer towvard thce
h ouse.

6TIRUEWAGON BO X
A N D BLAC K

Just what ev ery fariner needs. With the
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