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of the night, and he sighed a littie as1
allowed bis thoughWs'to carry him to
bouse not f ar away.

"Shall 1 go ?" he asked bimself, as1
walked slowly along the terrace. "Sha
1 go? If I do, I shall get-what
Praise, soft glances, whîspers of adq
ing worship? Perhaps. But that woul
jiever do now. No, I mustn't go.1
would be fatal. Thank the powers
neyer spoke. Now, one must think, a
think bard. Success or Love? Chooc
ye this niglt!"

Fie laughed a. littie mirthlessly. The
he walked out of the precinctsana
paesed into the hurrying tide of huma
ity that swept over the bridge. Once.a
he passed under*a glaring lamp, he sei
a littie group of men suddenly stiffe:
and point in bis direction. They ben
together and wbispered eagerly. It fes
good to be the object of their regard
A passing newsboy witb a late editio
ran, screaming- "Sensational speecl
Speshiil " It was bis speech that wai
causing ail this uproar, and this was tli
taste of suceese. Very good indeed.

Merged in tbought, be walked on heed
lessly, and looked up with a start to flu
himself in a well-known street. H(
shuddered a little as lie realized whithe
his unonscious steps had led him. ThiE
was the street in which Marjorie SandyE
lived. Fie was almost opposite. the dooi
now, and a sudden b of ligbt flashed
across the pavement that particular
door was thrown wfl, A motor was
cbugging away impati itly at the kterb
and reigliton instinctively shrank back.
Marjorie herself passed out. He could
sec the beaut.y of ber face for one in-
stant.. could mark the live grace of ber
figure. in spite of the hçavy motor coat
that shrouded it. He was on the point
of darting forward to tell ber of ail that
had happened, but lie restrained himseif
with an effort as the words of bis well-
wisher came back to mind.

"I must have time," bce muttered, as
the iotor darted away; and lie turned
baek, 1eaving the quiet residential streets
bebind him, plunging into the vortex of
the traffic.

Mis man was awaiting bim wben he
entered bis rooms. A meal was laid on
the table, and he sat himself down, eat-
ing and drinking rnechanically, as lie
had mechanically dressed.

"Beg your pardon, sir," said the man;
"but I've just finished reading the special
edition. It was great, sir."

Creigliton laughed somewhat self-con-
sciously, for be vas still very young,
and he had not learned to know that
fame is the most intangible tbing in the
world. But it was very sweet, vere
preclous. Me said notbing in reply, but
wben the meal was leared away, he
donned a smoking jacket, found hie big-

gnitpipe, kicked the fire into a blaze,
ai*t sat ovn in a deep chair seriously

to nsider tbe greatest problem lie had
ever been confronted with in bis life.

Fame or Love-which? He stared in-
to the glowing embers, and M%,arjorie's
face took shape there, alluring, witch-
ingly beautiful, arnîost irresistible; a
face to win one sinile from which it wvere
good to die. He took the poker angrilv,
and pounded.at,the coals until thev felI
down in a huddled mass, and Ma-jorie's
face disappeared.

"'That is what Lov-e offers; what wilI
Fame bring?'"

He asked hinîseîf the question quite
coollv. for lie was bringing al] the forces
of is wonderful intellect into the
struggle.

Fame woonld hring mnany things. It
wvas a (llicious play' of the fancy to
imagine the coming years. *A. vista
opened out in the lieart of the fire, and

l s 'ud5e limself trudging upward
and ever upwird. Trudging? Nay,
leaping. iracingà- alrnost flying. as he bad
once seen a startled chamois dart up
the almost iîîaceessible craga of an Alpine
mnounta iii. tnder-Secretary, Cabinet
Mlinister. Prime. Minister. Bouse of Lords

-no one nuit say w-bore that fortune-
hatuntod path înîghit lea(l.

"Que can't settle it bore.- hp said im-
ptentdiv Majoas sfaPie w up nt

the en of th patlî lie bcd %vaguely pic-
turied in the flre. lie cllowcd 1 iself
foi, one moment to for-et ail aboiIfthe
past evening. and latinched hiniself upon
a sea of dreams. -Marjorie wcsq every-
whlere. She loved Min. lie knew it
without undue egrotisni. for th(, simi-
pîicity of the girl lîad allawtLd the fact
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*ouit.
L eFame means so mucli. I can do

great thinga--not for myeelf, but for the
world. I know I can. Heavens above!
that was but the beginning, that speech
!nst niglit. There's no telmg wbere it
might end. The liste of battle and lone-
linese, or love and the backwaters of
life? Which?'"

It was a liard figlit. Tlieme was 90
much to bce said on botht sides; for lie

asa maxi in whom sentiment ran
stmongly. But sentiment musetlie stifled,
if needs were. Common-sense muet reign
iii bis soul foi- le owed a dntty to hiuuî-
Melf.

"~And toî~troi, said au insistent
i'oice ini lus braîn.

"I doni't." hoe exclaimied aloud. "So far
-thank Heaven, I drelu- up ini time!--
80 far slîe's iîevex- heard a word from-
nie that any man might not bave spoken.
I'vo iîever ci-en sbown lier any atten -
tion that migit lie construed as lov-or-
like devotion. MWe have beeîu good
friends, tbat's aIl."

He vas qîlite igbt in that respect.
Not even the most chivaîrous mind could
have construed bis conduct iin any otîxer
way. He bad îîot compromised the girl:
lue- lîad met ber carelessiy, and bcd left
lier as castaliy. Whatever liad been in
bis heart before the events of the past
evening lie lid neyer givon a sigli. Some
called him liard and callous. but lie knew
luiinself that if lie èllowed thue love he
houe forMajiees lie owîîed it to
Iiniiseif at this junctume, ho did love lier
-- fiill swav. it wouid he auit ipetuous
torront tilt would carry iini ail- whitlier
so that slip nighit be glati.

Thiat w-as wliat made the words of tht'
manilue, hicd overbeard so fulîl of potetî
nîoaning. Ile knew bis own capccity foi-
loving, kncew tlîat onep lhe ombamked oni
thtat rushiiîg tide of passion. aIl otlior
jmatteor, uut le releuatfd to oblîvion.
For wiit hini it w-as aul or nothing.
Eitbier lie- muât give in to hie natural

il
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e to become only too plainly apparent.
aLife with Marjorie would be one long

delirium of unending delight. Love wou.d
e crown tbeir lives, would draw them on-
Il ward and upward into realms that those

who bad nover loved could flot dream of.
Love meant--

FiHe rose f rom bis seat and walked
tabout the rooni. Love must lie stifled,

I cast aside, sunk fathoms deep beneatb
1 the sea if bis dreams of fanée were to be
erealized.

"I'l go to bcd." lie said vexedly. "A
inight's sleep will show me where I
1stand."

But niglit broughit no relief to bar-
eassed thouglit. The visions crowded in
rbehind bis firmly closed eyelids, and
Lsleep beld stern Iy aloof.

Morning found 1dm hagard and pale,
iundecided. torn by conflicting emotions.

"I know what 1*11 do," bce said as lie
breakfasted. "l'Il leave town for to-
day. -L il go down by tlhe sea, and then
figlit the matter ont with my own souil."

There was an unîmportant debate'on
at the Bouse that day, and bis pres-
ence was flot. required. As soon as lie
eould, he left bis roome, cauglit a chance
train, and came out at a place where
he had known for long. A sudden
thouglit made hlm laugli ironical1y, as
he alighted at the littie station. This
was tlhe place where he had first met
Marjorie. The town, the yellow beach,
the inland downs ail spoke of Marjorie;
every little object in siglit was remin-
iscent of the girl.

He had gone there haîf unconeciougly,
bis thouglits baving flown there by in.-
stinet, wben he bad firat mooted the eub-
ject of solitude to himself.

It was a magnificent day to settle
sucli a battle as that -which lad to lie
fouglit. Ne wae invited to 15 Worthing-
ton Square for that niglit. and that was
Marjorie's home. Fie would see ber for
several boums; lie ould bave endless
opportunities of speaking ail that was
in bie mind. He must corne to a firm
decision within a few boume. The wind
blew in from the sea, salt, vigorous,
warlike, and it aroused ail- that wvas
militant witbin bim. He came of a
fighting stock, and tbe old blood told.
There was a ligbt rain falling, and it
beat on bis face gladly as lie plowed
steadfastly along the aea-coast, wrest-
ling with bis inner soul.

"What shall it be?"li e asked bimseif
again and again. "Love or Fame ?*'

The answem would flot corne from witb-
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