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One Touch of Nature

Written for The Western Home

Monthly By Ida M. Halliburton

SHOULD think, Joe,” said Mrs.

Martha Taylor to the subdued-look-

ing individual before her, “that
you needed almogt anything worse than
you needed that.

As she spoke, her glance swept the bare
room and rested at the somewhat con-
temptuous “that,” on the occupant of a
red wooden cradle.

“Well, I s’pose it does look that way to
you,” said Joe, apologetically, “but, you
see, we mustn’t let the race die out: and
Mary and I, I cal’clate, are doin’ our
ghare to keep it up.”

“What the race needs,” said Martha
severely and somewhat truthfully, “is not
more babies, but better ones.”

“So P've always told Mary,” said Joe,
bri t,emn%1 up. “Now, look at our
children. They are all healthy and they’re
good; and this little un,” he said, gazing
proudly at the latest addition, “is the
sixth that we'll rock in this cradle. Afore
.the fust one came Mary was fussin’ with
clothes and such, and I felt like doin’
somethin’ so I up and made the cradle.
And that petticoat,” he added, pointin
to a gray woolen homespun, ‘“has wrap

them all when they was little.”” He
reached over as he spoke, gr the gray
petticoat, and deftly turned the little
gleeper on its side.

voices should fill tlﬁguiet hours. As the
Yyears passed, they gradually ceased to
speak of their hopes as their dreams
faded. They had never openly expressed
regrets to one another. David became a
little more silent, more observing of other
people’s children, more open-hearted to
all. The ti:‘i' guests that had peopled
his fancy had departed and left a place
there for all children, Martha became a
little less responsive to the children of
others, somewhat more conservative in
her associations and embittered in her
speech. The waters of love reserved for
her own, and refused to other children,
haiit turned bitter atﬂ::heir t’hx:’ouree

seems strange that disappoint-
ment which mellows one character should
harden another; yet the same sun which
enhances the beauty of the rose, shrivels
the violet.

David and Martha had never discussed
the question of adopting a child, but had
refused to do so when a good chance pre-
sented itself.

David’s dyoung cousin with his wife and
child, resided in a nearby city. He was
a comparative stranger to the rest of the
Taylors. When the Taylor gmperty had
been divided among the four brothers, this
young man’s father preferred money to
acres, and on being granted his request

French Colonial Troops camping among the sand dunes in northwest France

“They allus sleep better if they’re
turned over once in awhile,” he explained.
“I've heard Mary say, when they were
teethin’, that she wished they had six or
seven sides to turn them on to. Not
that they were very cross,” he added
hastily. ““As I was just sayin’, our babies
are good uns. Just feel how strong
he is,”” he urged, as he paused for breath.

As Martha reached forward gingerly to
touch the pink little hand, the tiny fingers
clung to hers when she tried to withdraw
1t.

What a strange feeling the touch gave
her; so soft and tender and yet so strong
to cling.” The sensation was not un-
pleasant, but it was, to her, unendurable;
80 she loosened the little fingers and after
stepping to the bedroom to bid Mrs. Joe
good-bye, she took her departure. !

Mrs. Taylor hastened home to prepare
her husband an appetizing lunch to wel-
come his return from town. As she went,
she pondered the question, “why was it
Joe Barton with his five acres of stony
ground had a houseful of babies, while she
and David Taylor with their broad acres
of fertile land had never been blessed "
with one?”

"Twas not often that Martha pondered
thus. Her heart had gradually hardened
to such thoughts. But the little fingers
had done their work and the door of mem-
ory swung open to the ghosts of past

opes and longings.

She recalled the time when David had
brought, her, as a bride, to the little cot-
tage which now did service as a harness
room. She had met the joy of married
life with a quick appreciation and its
trials with a brave acceptance. She and
David had shyly spoken of the time when
the patter of children’s feet should echo
throngh the little rooms and children’s

had moved to Ontario, while the brothers
remained on the broad Taylor acres in
Nova Scotia. Though the “rolling stone’”
had not acﬂunegl wea%th, he had eTiucceeded
in giving his only son a good education.
Thg son, bereft of family ties, had mar-
ried young, an ambitious little stenograph-
er, who was also alone in the world. They
were soon blessed with a little son, who
was as bright, happy and normal, as a
child of such a union should be.

But the young parents were not spared
to see wee Jack grow up for their lives
were suddenly cut off in a train wreck as
they were returning to their home from
the city. Jack was taken care of by a
kindly old lady from whom his parents
had rented rooms until a date was set for
his relatives to meet and arrange for his
future among them.

Martha and David were the last to ar-
rive at this meeting, where the other re-
lations had planned that the only childless
couple among them should adopt Jack.
When Martha had removed her wraps she
joined the rest. Her heart gave a throb
as she found wee Jack nestled in David’s
arms, one chubby hand clasping his work-
hardened fore-finger and the curly head
resting where she had hoped her own
child’s head should be cuddled. David’s
face shone with the tenderness of newly-
awakened love, but on the faces of the
relatives there glowed a pity and tolerance
which quickly changed Martha’s love to
bitter pride and jealousy..

David, with the unerring instinct of
love, read her heart, and the hope of
adopting Jack died at its birth. A chill
seemed to fall upon the company. Plans
were made to leave Jack with the old lady
who had practically been his nurse, the
expenses to be met by the relatives.
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GLASSIFIED PAGE FOR THE PEOPLE'S WANTS

If you want to buy or sell anything in the line of Poultry, Farm Property, Farm
Machinery, or if you want Help or Employment, remember that the Classified
advertisement columns of The Western Home Monthly are always ready

" to help you accomplish your object. Cost 3c. word, minimum 50c.

with order.

Cash

AMUSEMENTS, ETC.

JOKER’S NOVELTIES—Catalogues and
samples, 10c. Frank Stone, Fredericton, N.Bs.
e ——————————————————————

MOTION PICTURE PLAYS

WRITE MOVING PICTURE PLAYS—
$50 each. All or spate time. No correspond-
ence course. Details free. Atlas Publishitig
Co., 351, Cincinnati, Ohio. T.F,

PATENTS AND LEGAL

FETHERSTONHAUGH & CO.,
Solicitors. The old established firm. Head
office Royal Bank Building, Toronto, and 53
Queen St., Ottawa, and other principal cities.

T.F.
e —————————
STAMPS FOR SALE

Patent

FRUIT AND FARM LANDS

WANTED—To hear from owner of good
farm or unimproved land for sale. C. G
Buckingham, Houston, Texas.

WANTED—To hear from owner of good
farm or unimproved land for sale. H. L.
Downing, 109 Balace Bldg., Minneapolis, Min.

FARMS WANTED—We have direct buye
n’t pay commissions. Write describing
roperty, naming lowest price. We ki
uyers locate desirable pro
can Investment Association, 26 Palace Bldg.
Minneapolis, Minn. é

PONIES

SHETLAND PONIES—Write for particu-
lars. J. Marples, Hartney, Manitoba. 5

POULTRY AND EGGS FOR SALE

STAMPS—Package free to collectors for’

2 cents postage: also offer hundred different
foreign stamps, (:atanlor;eg hinges; five cents.
We buy stamps. Mar tamp Co., Toronto.

T.F,
e
HELP WANTED

WANTED—Reliable parties to do Machine
Knitting for us at home. $7 to $10 per week
easily earned. Wool, etc., furnished free.
Distance mo hindrance, For full particulars
address: The Canadian Wholesale Distributin
Co., Orillia, Ont. T.lg

—_—
FOR SALE

BILLIARD TABLES—For farm homes,
portable and stationary, The game of kings.
$50.00 up, easy terms. J. D. Clark Billiard
Co., Winnipeg, T.F.

BABY'S LONG CLOTHES SETS—50
dainty articles $5.50 carriage paid return
mail. " Lovely robes, day and night gowns,
flannels, etc., finest materials, verything
necessary for instant use. Lists free. Mrs,
Franks, 175 Alfred St.,, Nottingham, Englandg.

“
BUSINESS CUHANCES

BARGAINS! BARGAINS!—Send for free
magazine, 1,200 bargains. Farm lands, busi-
ness chances, any kind, anywhere, Our
service free to buyers. estern Sales Agency,
Minneapolis, Min, (3

MANY CANADIAN GOVERNMENT
JOBS are_open to Canadian citizens. $70
month. Vacations. _ Pleasant work. Rapid
advance. Examinations everywhere during
Mag'.. le questions _free, Write ime
mediately. ranklin Institute, Dept. T 177,
Rochester, N.Y. , 3

CASH—If you want to sell your real estate
or business or other property, any kind any-
where quickly for cash write us.” We brin,
buyers and sellers together re%rdless o
distance. ~Buyers located free. stablished
1893. Northwestern Agency,
Minneapolis, Minn, (3

FREE FOR SIX MONTHS—My special
offer to introduce my magazine “Investing for
Profit.” It is worth $10 a copy to anyone
who has been getting poorer while the rich,
richer. It demonstrates the Real earning
power of money, and shows how anyone, no
matter how poor, can acquire riches. In-
vesting for Profit is the only progressive
financial journal published. It shows how
$100 grows to $2,200. Write now-and I'll
send it six months free. H. L. Barber, 471,
28 W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago. 10

ey

Business

AT Tt Tk, B3 o
ayers. n 2 e n i
Payrk Avenue, ?oronto. 6

HIGH CLASS ROSE COMB RHODE IS-
LAND REDS—E from. beauties; $2.00 per
15. John Duff, Mekiwin, Man. 5

PRIZE-WINNING WHITE RO CKS—~
Eggs $2.00 per 15. Reduction on larger
orders. A. Gayton, Manitou, Man, 6

EXPRESS PAID — Barred Rocks, hgnt

strain. $2.00 per setting, delivered free.

Balmossie Farms, ﬁﬁord. éshtchewtn. 8
WHITE WYANDOTTES—Stock or eggs,

rrine winners, hardy and vigorous, heavy

(a)y:.n. War prices. H. Rundle, rightoni
n

AMERICAN FAWN and White Indian
Runner duck em $1.25 for eleven. Reduction
on larger numbers. W. D. Sutton and Son?
Canfield, Ontario, 3

WHITE ORPINGTON SPECIALIST—
I breed winners and start beginners, 4 pullets
and cockerel, $15.00. Eggs, $3.00 per 15. C,
Schelter, Fonthill, Ont. 5

EGGS—From record eggproducing stock.
‘White Wyandottes, Single Comb . White

horns, Settings $1.50. Free delivery. . Mrs,
Howell, Langenburg, Sask. 7

WWIN' N-‘Elrs fA‘l.‘ EGG LAIY?{)G Cg{N;{‘E?l']l‘__
rite t or mating list beautifully illus-
trateg w‘;th 1thotos from life. It is free. L. R.
Guild, Box 16, Rockwood, Ont.

ALBERT MIDDLETON, Keystown, Sask.
Bre':de:i of S. C. 2)Vhil:¢:t Iﬁgghorns. Bredi to
lay strain. Eggs for hatching, any quantity,
Ab i'.o a few choice cockerels. P
able,

BABY CHICKS — From Guild’s famous
laying strain of Barred Rocks, egg record 200,
lay when five months old. Chicks 20c. each,

e $1.50 per 15.
C%lg:ton, Ont.

PARTRIDGE ROCKS—Partridﬁ Wyan-
dottes, White Orpingtons, White ngshins,
White Rocks, Buff Rocks, Black Minorcas.
Eggs, grand pens, three dollars fifteen, F rank
Webber, Guelph, Ont. 7

ALBINO POULTRY FARM—Pure-bred
White Wyandottes. Always prize winners at
local fairs. [Eggs from mature stock, $1.50

er 15; $6.00 per 100, Miss Ruth Lloyd

orden, Man. 5

EGGS FOR HATCHING—Silver Campines.
London winners. Silver Wyandottes, laying
strain. Indian Runner ducks, heavy layers.
Prices reasonable. Dr. McArthur, Niagara-on-
the-Lake, Ont. $

t=

MISCELLANEOUS

BROTHER—ACccidentally discovered root;
cures both tobacco habit and indigestion,
Gladly send J)articulars. P. M. Stoke
Mohawk, Florida. ?

WANTED—Salesman to cell Dirk’s Red
Mite Killer to general stores, druggists, and

grocers. Also agents for same in every town
and village. Marshall & Marshall, ﬁia ara
Falls, Canada. :’l‘F

SONG POEMS WANTED for publication.
Experience unnecessary. Send us your verses
or melodies to-day or write for instructive
booklet—it’s free. Marks-Goldsmith Co.,
Dept. 67, Washington, D.C. T.F.

DR. JANET E. FERGUSON, 290 Portage
Ave., Winnipeg. Free consultation regarding
your ailment. Correspondence invited.
Nervous diseases, Goitre, Rheumatism, Infant-
ile Paralysis successfully treated. T.F

BROADENAXE HAIR FOOD

Grows hair like magic. Will not dye but
nourishes the color glands to natural action.
Directions for use on jar. Mail order price
$1.00, postpaid. Broadenaxe Co., 29 Stobart
Block, innipeg. (Mrs. M. Ferguson.)
Established 9 years. T.F.

PAKENHAM'S SILVER CAMPINES won
at Ontario Winter Fair (Canada’s greatest
show). Eggs at reasonable prices. Write
for circular. W. E. Pakenham, Box 10,
Norwood, Ontario. [

PURE-BRED BARRED ROCKS—My Rock
hens made an average of 149 eggs each during
1914. Fine dark well Barred cockerels from
this choice laying strain onl{a$2.50. Satisfac-
tion guaranteed. William Chapelle, Mc-
Taggart, Sask. S

BABY CHICKS, DUCKLINGS and hatch-
ing eggs; poultry and fruits form paying
combination. Strawberry plants, 100, 70 cents;
1,000, $5; currants, 10 cents; gooseberries, 1
cents; raspberries, 5 cents; rhubarb, 10 cents.
Fruit trees, perennial flowers, _roses, dahlias,

ansies, etc. Carriage prepaid. Catalogue
ree. Chas. Provan, Langley Fort, near Van-
couver, B.C. . 10

. REGAL WHITE WYANDOTTES—Amer-
ica’s finest, champions at New_York State
Fair for ten years; 100 fine, vigorous, well
matured cockerels, $2, $3 and $5 each; hens
and pullets $2 and $3 each; eggs for hatching
from record laying, prize winning pens, $3
and $5 per semngg send one dime for Regal
White Wyandotte Book telling all about White
Wyandottes; catalogue and mating list free.
John S. Martin, Box 146 R, Port over, Ont.

8

rices reuons- i

Clinton, Poultry 'Yard% .
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