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drew thia over te bie prospective partnor
and, epenlng it, diaelooed te lieratou-
ished eyes about a quarter cf a ten cf
Manuscript.

"Nov this," lie began gleomily, as ho
chose a stcry at randem and opened it
out on bis kneea, "thia la the thriling
tale of adventure cf my hero, John
Grandon. He'a a bird, if 1 do aay it 1
But the editers - Itovever to go on.
After a erles cf hairbreadth escapes
l'y. got hlm on the roof cf a akyseraper
vith every meana of escape eut off. He's
innocent, cf course. Juat leading bis
pursuers on fer the fun cf the. thlng,
yen know. What'H I do? He can't
crawl down through the. coping because
they're waiting below. He ean't drop
threugh a skylight because h,'d make
toc much racket. Hle can't meit inte thin
air-ý"Wby net have an aeroplane svoop
devn and pick hlm cff?" interrupted
ýMisa Manners, eagerly.

The autbor'a meuth feul open.
««Geel 1 neyer thouglit of that!" he

exclaimed. "Bay, ycn're a viz!"
She waved away bis excited admira-

tion. He lad made as though te graap
both lier handa.

"Trot eut your next brain-twister,» ah.
said, simulating a yavn.

ne anatched up a second stery.
"ýHere we have an elcping couple

chased by an sugry father. Tbey bave
a breakdewn. Dad la just half-a-mile
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VantecL a irriter, eitered. She
blinked and re-

CalIaborator garded the ypung
C#M&fmtPAqe 30 man du bi o usa1y
$ho took hlm for a third-degree Soialist,
proibably on acceunt of hMa hair, which
tood straight up. H e took lier fer a

"Mtlemeiit vorker.
«Don't pray for me. rm paat even

tuati!" h. began, throwing eut hie long
han arma in a gesture of utter deapair.
«And don't leave any tractsa, for 1 won't
Me"d'ein."

8h. looked enly lnildly. surprised for
ghe. toc, had feit thia way. But the
typewriter was an eight-pound one and
ber arm ached, se she set it on the floor.

"I came in anaver to your ad.-that is,
if yeu areeJL. E. R. Appleton ?" she ob-

erved, thenÎ
Be stopped short ini bis walk and bis

distrait manner gave place te an eager-
nasa tbat was quite childlike. Yet his
brow lquickly clouded.

«But-you're a girl !" he cried i dis-
appointuitut.

UWefl what if I arn?" ah. flashed back
wth sudden resentment.

ai theught it would be a man-if it
wua syone. And there have been seven
insertions and nothing bas corne cf them
till now and-a girl! Wouldn't it knock
yen Dlat!"

"Yen apecified ne sex. What do you
vant to collaborate on-moving pianos ?"
*The acidity in ber tone arreîted his
attention. She seemed at firsi glance
sncb a mild littie thing. But evidcntly
abe had spirit. The young man regarded
the flash in her big blue eyea vith goe
respect. RUis cye passed to the *machine
on the beor.

"Excuse me. Takre a chair, pleaae. Ne,
leave the door ajar. This room's se,
da-, I mean se blamed cold Pv. got
te walk around to keep warm and se
wiii yen. I bad te shut it,41 moment age
because I-1 was boiling cocosa over the
gas and I didn't vant the old lady te
ameil it."-
. Misa Manners took a chair, sveeping

a shocked glance around, as abe did se.
The untidinescf genina vas here very
apparent.

"I sec yen brought along a Lizzie,"
aaid tbe room'a tenant.

«"It's only a rented one, and there are
about aeventy-'leven thinga the matter
witb it," said Miss Manners apolo-
getically. evnafr

'II can'tevnafr a rented one,"
said Mr. Appleton. "But underatand me,
it's net a typiat I vant--even if 1 ceuld
pay ber. Any girl of ordinary intelli-
gence can tickle a typewriter. Wbat
Pi' after is a working partner."

"Wbat'a vrong witb your rigbt band?"
demanded Mise Manners irrelevantly.

He beld up the iedine-stained member,
wbich twitcbed almoef incessantly.

"Cramp," be aaid succinctly.
"I thougbt it vas yeur brain wbere

the cramp vas."
'Tve got'it beth places."
A throb of pity softened the girl's

veice when next she spoke.
"iPoor boy! Yen are ju8t a boy, aren't

yen?" and abc smiled fer the first time.
"I'd hate te be hanging since I firat

veted," said Mr. *ppleten, grimly. "Nov
l'II tell yen what I want. I want seme-
body wbo can untangle my plots fer me.
I've got my herees in the very dev-
dickens of a mess!"

"Yeu must be awfully clever-to be
abl. teO de that! "

"Yes, but I'm net clever eneugb te get
them eut of it. That," said the young
mnan impressively, "la vwhat I want you
te de."

Ile regarded ber doubtfully, but she
brightened and in ber eyes ver. admira-
tion, awe, and enthusiasm.

"Ima great littie finisher-up," ah.
said, eagerly. "Nething I enjey moe
than putting things te rights."

Again her glance swept the roem. She
was censcieus ef a desire te start in first
on the roem itself and leave the plots
till afterward. But-be hadn't adver-
tised for a cbarweman.

"Well-we can have a trial partner-
ship, anyway," said the young author
after some reflection. "Sold mucli yeur-
self?"I

'A little,> aaid Miss Manners, cheer-
fully.

Mr. Appleton clawed his hair down into
a legs Bolshevik state, crossed the room
and setting a ecreen aside pulled a
steamer trn3 frem under bis bed. Hie

beind suuk ittlig ber ) ai t ortymile.
if ho çth te bero h% lmako Mine-
meat orib WhstIli I do?»

«cAlvays do the bulam expe. dMln,
said Mimasners, pr1ty. *If theel'
anything mabosme=tietit's te ueotho
end of a tory fr-om the. beginnlg. 1
vaut to'e. .urprised. Bo dom. every-

do you .ugetr
"«Weil, I suggeet that you suprs

only your readers but dad too. Mketho
elopers get ont, til. bsdkerehlofs over
the lever paut cf tber faes and walk
back and bold dad up. Pura" is tole
even if they ane empiy. Oome aiong
with another. ThI.is pie!'

They prooeeded te tho relief of a bmnk
president ahut Up hii ovu afty-
vault, and this viut the. aid cf nitro-
glycerinel1 They rescued a beautiful ber.-
me. from a gang cf eutthromte in mn cli
sugar-mili. They vent te thoeaMd cf a
bero on a desertisIlan4. They etag.d a
love scene in the. elouds. They fcilod an
anarchiat plot sud vedded a queep te h«~
owu comehinan. Theydiscovered builod
treasur. sud plotted the nammsition of
a renegade duke and his family. Tbey
planted bombe sudeset time fumes sud
bIew upvions building@s"a huddered
suan ld mlathe. eetay of Ometivo
work aud destructive orgies.

And ail the vhile they ver. qut. un-
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