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what they e~ for the transaction.
The situation js comparable to a

frit-grower who picks a ton of
luscious grapes f rom his vines. Fine!
Phat's what the vines are for.

'But eonsider the ass Who would
rip Up vines, roots and ail, whepg-
eve'r anybody came to buy hià'
grapes I The next'year there would
be no0 more grapes to seil.

Next decade or 80, there wïl be no
more himber to seil.

That 's the %tory. It is the story
of a singular creature known as The
Great A.meriea.n Am.

Three hmidjred years ago the for-
este and the f ertility of Amerioa were
supposeld to be inexhati5tible.

Today -vast tracts 01 Once fertile
soil are exba'usted and cau be
bouglit f.or aimost nothing. And
three-flfths of the original timber Of
the United States has disappeared.

Today wve are using lumber f~u
tiümes as rapidly as we are grOwIng
it. Onee the uncut forests of Mr~
count2ry covered 822,000,000 acres.
One-sixth. remains. Ai11 woodlandi
even iniludîng eut-cover and burned
areas, amount to, about ha'tf the
original virgin area.

Of idile, fallow, unused, and
stupidly neglected land suitable
only for forest growth and once
bearing trees, 81,000,000 acres
have been 80 ruthlesslY eut Oyr

Ihurned that it has beeome a
wretclied, useless, unproductYve
waste.

Tliree«,quarter5 of the forests of
New iEngland are exteriuiated.

< u a fc'w years New England will
êriport what lumiber it requires.

New, York, today, produces lemt
than o>ne-tentli of the lumber it re-
quires.

penusylvafia is now obliged to
import eighty per cent. of the lumber
iL unes.

1The iw'bhte pine of Michigan, Min-
neso>ta, Wisconsin, is newaqy gone;
the yellow pine is threýe-fourtlis gone
from the Southi; iu the Middle States
the timber'is praetieally exhausted;
tweuty years will end both the liard-
wood fmes of the Appalachian ie-
gion, and those of the Mississippi.

In twenty years the cypress, toc, is
doomed to vanish.

What remains? The Pacifie Coast
tiiuber. And iu thirty years that,
too, will disappear.

'When the fores go, the waters
go, the flali and game go, crops go,
hards and floeks go, fertility departs.
Then the age-old phan toms appear,
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stealthily one after another - Flood,
Drouth, Fire, Famine, Pestilence.

The picture painted liere isn't a
prebty one. Nor have the cc1ors
chosien been too lurid or too thickly
laid on. Alas, they have even been
toned down! It 's a rotten situation.

There are two ways of faeiug a
rotten situation; get under the lied-
c'Iothes and try to, forget it; or get
np, put on your pants, go out and
face it.

Of course the thing to do is to eut
out the rottenness from the situation
and turn it into a liopeful and pra-c-
ticail one.

There ie time, stili. We '11 have
to pay for our asinine ignorance
and indiffereuce - pay in liard
cash. Every pocket wil1 feel it;
every pooket féees it now. It's
going to ecost us wliat Broadway
calils "real money." That eau 't
lie hËlped. The Piper must be
paid. 'The thing to do is to pay
hlm, send lin away, and get
dowu Vo, brasa tacks.

Now, then, here is the problem
and the necessity:

We onglit Vo grow suffloient
timber in this vast land of ours
for our own needs.

We ought. to, grow enoug~h for
profitable export.

We ought Vo grow enougli per-
manently Wo protect our springs,
watercourses, rivera, our water
power, our navigable streamas,
the fertility of our fields, the'
welfare of our lierds and erops.

We ouglit Vo, grow enougli W
proteet the health of our people.

We ouglit to grow enougli to
proteet our birde; for, without
tIen, our erops iiltimately would
(be destroyed.

We ouglit to grow enougli W
give dheIter and expansion to our
game birds and animais, to 'our
fur-bearing animals, Vo our flel.

There is no reason why we should
not use our timùber and have it, Vo-
take eaci year -what we require froin
our foresta, and, stlIl retain our liv-
ing forests - otately, permanent, use-
fui, beautiful forests, paying in a
liundred eliarming ways for the room
Vliey take and eare tliey require -

yes, paylng even in money, and pay-
iug wel as flr»t-elass, profitable in-
vestmeiits.

The Government shéould assume
eontrol of ail lumbeýringin the UJnited
States.

This proposition is radical and it
sounds like interfereuce witih private
business. But it iut cone to that or

our country becomes like China, a
land of perpetual1 famine and pov-
erty - like China which not very
long ago eould b'oast foreste as magni-
ficent as our own.

Ail lulmberîug should býe under
governmental controL. The most dras-
tic regulations should goveru every
operation which entails the f elling of
trees for whatever purpose.

For every trec felcd in the UJnited
States a permit should be obtaiued.
For -every tree f elled, another shouid
be pianted immediately.

,Our hundreds and hundreda Of
thousands cf waste acres -' acres
sterile, f allow, burnt over, eut over-
whîeh no-w yiëld nothing, should be
plauted to forests.

Wliere ia the money to come froint
For every "market" felled a frac>
tion of a. cent tax Wo Government-
the entire sum Vo be, spent in refor
esting this, wagted, mutilated land.

Federal control firet of al; the"
Federal and S'tate eueouragenielit

iSeediing, two-year, three-year
transplants, grown in Federal Or
State nurseries, sliould lie mnade at-
tractively available to ail Wiho desire
to, start a paWtjh of woods.

Fivery farm lias its steri-le, arid
stri:ps, of little or no use Vo agricl--
ture, uniess even for scanty pasturage.

It often lias occurred to tihe writer
that in tht country, wlien twc Y011119
peoYple marry, no'better ProVieiO1 for
chîldlren, who ouglit to came, could
be imagined than the plantinlg cf the
waste acres with trees that wou¶ld lie

a source o~f income Vo those eliildren
whcu grown and ready to, marry-

As a nation we Amerîcals, are i

ciued to live for the present OnViY
Seldom do we take thougfht for those
who are to f oilow us--evenl for tho5w
týo whom. we owe. ever-y responsibiliY.

Ail woodlands ougbit to be, aud cal'
lie, a source of. perpetui ineoXUe to

their owners. On, the acreage &
pends the ineome. Aiways Ilibe'
will be lu demand. AI-ways there Wl

be need of home conLsumPtiOIi alse
Let thet Federal GTovernwent col

trol; the State foster and e'Org
and make acquisition easY. Wuc
be a hardahip if a State law 1d
obligatory tdiat a certain percng
of every'farm shou'ld be piatd '
ma'intain d in forest? . hIl

There is anothter matter, Wh1i th
writer lias considered recEntlLYtb
plawting and maintenauce o Oly
fore-sts lu every ,tat,. iEvery )-u
contains land worthless for a5X OtiY

purpose.

'What fluer memorial tO hS

wlio served in the Gra a

than a County Foe'<


