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tormer board of claims, arose from a
conscientious impression that by the
tenor of the act, under which they were
constituted, it was their bounden duty
so todo; and although not actually de.
signated by that act as a board of re-
vision,. yet. virtually - they necessarily
became such, for as by far the greater
number of the claimants declared the
impossibility (from their neglect in pre-
serving copies of their former claims)
to make them out afresh. The commis-
sioners were compelled, in all such cases
to admit the application for reference

_______to_those—former—onest indeed this ve-

ference has proved of infinite advantage
to the public; for it has enabled the
commissioners to detect the introduc-

tion of all additional claims, and in all|
such cases of dis¢overy, they have felt |.

it an imperious duty to require the most
' satisfactory reasons to be assigned for
their not having been preferred before
_the former board, and this in order to
guard against the introduction  of in-
creasing-demands against the publie, to
the prejudice of the old original claim-
, ahts.” 1t may be proper to observe,
wiith. reference ‘1o the minutes of their
general proceedings, that the evidence
uron‘_ those claims which.were origin-
ally preferred before the board which
sat at Sandwich in the year 18135, hav-
ing, (as appears by the report of that
board) been already ‘supported by suf-
- ficient oral testimony wpon. oath, it was
not deemed. necessary by the present
. commissioners, to trouble the parties in

 such cases for a repetition -of their form-|

er evidence. . c

. The commissioners venture to hope,

- ihat the foregoing detail will be received’
'as a proof that they have devoted their

- abilitres to the utmost with the sincerest
+ endeavour to perform their ‘important
duty 'satisfactorily to Your Excellency,

- never ceasing to hold in view the ruin-
ous consequence - of creating danger-
ous precedents. This feeling may per-
‘haps, in.some cases, have produced
decisions ‘which, under other ‘circum-
.stances, might appear harsh, byt where
the interests . of a whole commiunity

" . " .are concerned, those of a few indi-

_ viduals must succumb.” “As a proof.of
. -the zeal and perseverance with' which
. the commissioners  have been actua-

in detecting :
fraud,, by @ -claimant named John -

ted, fromthe ‘very Bagtmm‘ ing of their
lzrb;mrs; they - beg leaveto )guce, that
in the very first claim whioch ecame

‘before them, ithey succeeded, adter a-:

most laborious;

a flagrant perju

- on,
. and
Farmer, ito the intended injury of -an-
other claimant; a, warpsirt for ithe -ap-
prohension-of the offendér was i econ
sequence ‘applied’ for, from'the dread
of which, -be ‘timely absconded, ar the
commissioners ‘would have delt it their

duty to have’ prosecuted him, ‘as' well *

lo procufe ‘panishment. for the grosser
offence, as for the opportunity it would:
have  afforded of exposing the frand

‘which that perjury émbraced..

The commissioners feel it their duty
to notice, that many individuals who
preferred claims before the . former

oard, have not come forward  apon
the present occasion to renew them, and
the only reason for the tommissioners

-deeming it expedient to advert tothe

circumstance, is, lest an-erroneous es-

timate should be formed .of the total -

amounts claimed and awarded under

the present. board, ‘contrasted with the

former ‘one,—and lest the result of any

.measures, which may be-adopted for

the li'%uidation of the’ several awards .
y

made'by the commissioners of the pre-

sent board,. should be founded upon a

S

L

.suppositionr that "this - report embraces = -~
every ‘claim that has: ever been sub-
mitted to ;the government. - The close

of this"report will therefore ‘motice not -

only” the number of. claims decided
upon by the commissioners, with the . .

aggrégate. amount ‘of sums claimed and

‘awarded ‘thereupon, but:also the num-
‘ber and amount of. claims left undeci-
ded, in consequence of inattention to

the demands of the board for .further

evidence, - together with:. the .numben -

and amount of those claims submitted to

‘the former "board, ~which: have been
referred. to' the present’ commissioners,

but which :are now lying'dermant 'in

consequence of no application from the .
Part]es 'cdnc_emed,ito take themunder o

consideration. ..

" With “reféféz.'iice"_ftﬁlvthese latter, the

commissiorers feel it their duty to state !

that they did not fail to- adopt every

‘ -.'



