
former board of claims, arose from a
conscientious impression that by the
tenor óf the act, under which they were
constituted, it was their bounden duty
so to do; and although not actuàlly de.
signated by that act as. a board Of re-
vision,. yet, virtually -they necessarily
becaie such, for as by far the greater
number of the claimants declared the
impossibility (from their neglect in pre-
serving copies of their former dlaims)
to make theni out afresh. The commis-
sioners were compelled, in all such cases
to admit the application for reference
to-W-th6se --formeronsirrèdedtsië
ference has proved of infinite advantage
to the publie; for it has enabled the
commissioners te detect the introduc-
tion of all additional claims, and in ail
such cases of diséovéry, they bave felt
it an imperious duty to require the most
satisfactory reasons to be, assigned for
their not having been preferred before,
the former board, and this in order to-
guard against the introduction of in-
creasing-demands against the public, to,
the prejudice of the old original claim-
ants. It may be proper .te observe,
with. reference %te the minutes of their
general proceedings, that the evidence
upon those clainms which.were origin-
ally preferred before the board which,
sat at Sandwich in the year 1815, hav-
ing, ý, (as appears by the report of that
b ard) been already ýsupported by suf-
fi rent oral testimony epon oath, it was
not deemed necessary by the present
commissioners, to trouble the parties in
suéh cases for a repetition of their form-
er, evidence.

The commnissioners venture to hope,
that theeforegoing detailwill be received-
as a proof that they have dèvoted their
abilities te the utmost with the sincerest
endeavour te perfori their important
duty' satisfactorily te Yoùr Excellency,1
never ceasing to hold in, view the ruin-
eus consequence of creating danger-!
ous precedents. Thi, feelirig may per-
hapsi in, some cases, ,have produced
decisions wchich, under other circum.
stances, might appearharsh, butwhere
the interests= of a whole comnnnity
are concerned, those of a few indi-
viduals must succunb. 'As à Proof.of
the zeal au.. perseverance with which
the conmissioners have been actua-

ted, fromthe 'very beginning -of their
labouùrs, theey bcg kenato moticie thal i
in the very fast claim wiiski emane
before them, 4they eucceeded, efter a-
most labofrious badliag ineigtion,
in deteeui-g a Oagaidt pergury and
fraud,, by îà. dlainaieet d John
Farmer, Itô the intended injury of -an-
other élaiiarit; a, warsant fr %he aP-
pehonaien--of the ôenddr was, in coei
sequence app1ied for, freoinhe dread
of Which, I& 'timely àbsconded, ex the
commissionerg 'would have felit it'their
duty to .have prosecuted lhim, as, well
te procute punishmient: for the gròsser
offence,' as for.the ojortuniy It would
bave. afforded of exposing .the fraud
which that perjury émbraced.

The commissioners feel it their duty
to notice, that. many individuals who
preferred claims before the - formet
board, have not come forward - upon
the present occasion to renew them, and .
the only reason for the tommissionera
deeming it expedient to advert to the
circumstance, is, lest an -erroneous es-
timate should bé formed of the total
amounts claimed and ·awarded landen
the present board, zcontrasted Witb theLformer one,-and lest the'result of> any
measures, which may be. adopted for.
the liquidation of the, several .awarde
made' by the commissioners of the .pre-
sent board& shoild be founded upon a
supposition, that this report embracès
every eaim that bas : ever been sub-
mitted to the government The close
of this"repoit will therefore notice not
only.- the number ôf claims decided
upon by the commissioners, with the
aggregatet anount of sums claimed and

SawardedI thereupon,. but'also the num-
ber and amount of. claims left undeci-
ded, in consequence of inattention to
the demands of the boari for further
evidence, together with the numbec
and amoùnt of those claims snbmitted to
the former board, which., have been
referred to the present. commisioner
but which tare now lying'dormant 'in
c!nsequence of ne application from the
parties concerned, to take them under
consideration.

With ~reféretice. to these latter, the
ncommissioners feel it their dutyto state

that they did not fil to adopt every


