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views with which you have favoured me since that time, I have the honour to
transmit to you herewith, for your Lordship's approval, the draft of the grant
of Vancouver's Island to the Hudson's Bay Company in the form in which it
has been settled under your directions by Mr. Merivale and the Company's
solicitors.

I have, &c.

(signed) J. H. Pelly.

Enclosure in No 12.

Enc.in No. 12. VicToniA, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
Queen, Defender of the Faith, to all to whom these presents shall come, greetings: Whereas
by the Royal Charter or letters patent of bis late Majesty King Charles the Second,
bearing date the 2d day of May, in the 22d year of his reign, his said late Majesty
did (amongst other things) ordain and declare that the Governor and Company of Adventurers
of England trading into Ifudson's Bay, thereby incorporated, and their successors by that
name, should at all times thereafter be personable and capable in law to have, purchase,
receive, possess, and enjoy and retain lands, rents, privileges, liberties,jurisdictions, franchises
and hereditaments, of what nature or kind soever they were, to then or their successors :
And also to give, grant, demise, alien, assign and dispose lands, tenements and heredita-
ments, and to do and execute all and singular othier things by the saine nane that to thei
should or might appertain to do: And bis said late Majesty did thereby for himself, his
heirs and successors, give, grant and confirm unto the said Governor and Company and
their successors the sole trade and commerce of all those seas, straits, bays, rivers, lakes,
creeks and sounds, in whatsoever latitude they should be, th at lay within the entrance ofthe
straits conmmonly called Hudson's Straits, together with all the lands and territories upon the
countries, coasts and confines of the scas, bays, lakes. rivers, creeks and sounds aforesaid, that
were not already actually possessed by or granted to any of his said late Majesty's subjects,
or possessed by the subjects of any other Christian prince or state, with the fishing of all sorts
of fish, whales, sturgeons and all other royal fishes in the seas, bays, inlets and rivers within
the premises, and the fish therein taken; together with the royalty of the sea upon the coasts
within the limits aforesaid, and all mines royal, as well then discovered as not then discovered,
of gold, silver, gems and precious stones to be found or discovered within the territories, limits,
and places aforesaid, and that the said land should be froni thenceforth reckoned and reputed
as one of is said late Majesty's plantations or colonies in America: And further, his said
late Majesýy did thereby for himself, his heirs and successors, make, create,and onstitute the
said Gove, nor and Company for the time bcing and their successors the true and absolute
lords and proprietors of the saie territory, liniits and places aforesaid, and of ail other the
premises (saving always the faith, allegiance, and sovercign dominion due to bis said late
Majesty, his heirs and successors for the same); to hold, possess and cnjoy the said territory,
limits, and places, and ail arid singular other the preinises tlhereby granted as aforesaid, with
their and every of their rights, menbers, jurisdictions prerogatives, royalties, and appurte-
nances whatsoever to theni the said Governor and Company and their successors for ever; to
be holden of his said late Majesty, his heirs and successors, as of his nanor of East Green-
wich, in the county of' Kent, in frec and common soccage, and not in capite or by knights'
service; yielding and payig yearly to his said late 1ajesty, his heirs and successors, foi- the
same, two elks und two black beavers whensoever and as often as his said late Majesty, his
heirs and successors, should happen to enter into the said countries, territories, and regions
thereby granted : And whiereas by an Act passed in the session of Parliament held in the
43d year of the reign of bis late Majesty King George the Third, intituled, "An Act for
extending the Jurisidiction of the Courts 'of Justice in the Provinces of Lower and Upper
Canada, to the Trial and Punishment of Persons guilty of Crimes and Offences within certain
l'arts of North America adjoining ta thet said Provinces," it was enacted that from and after
the passing of that Act all offences coinnitted within any of the Indian territories or parts of
America not within the limits ofieitherof thesaid provinces of'Lower or Upper Canada, or of
auv Civil Governient of the United States of America, should be and be deemed to be
offences of the same nature, and should be tried in the same manner and subject to the same
punishment as if the sane had been committed within the Provinces of Upper or Lower
Canada, and provisions were contained in the said Act regulating the conimittal and trial of
the offenders:

And whereas, by an Act passed in the session of Parliament hoiden in the first and second
years of the reign of his late Majesty King George the Fourth, intituled, " An Act for regu-
latingthe Fur Trade, and establishing a Criminal and Civil Jurisdiction within certain Parts
of North America," after reciting, among other things, that doubts had been entertained
whether the provisions of said Act of the 43d George I1. extended to the territories granted
by Charter to the said Governor and Company, and that it was expedient that such doubts
should be removed, and that the said Act should be further extended ; it was enacted
(amongst other things). that from and after the passing of said last-mentioned Act, it should
-hé. law'ul for bis then Majesty, his heirs and successors, to make grants or give his Royal
liienseunder the hand and seal of one of his Majesty's' Principal Secretaries of State to a y

body


