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BIR GEORGE TREVELYAN AND
SINGLE TAX.

gpenking to his conatiuents at Bridge-
ton on Oct. 16, Sir George Trevelyan.
referring to the question of monopoly,
sald he would give a case which would
interest people who had studled the
(uestion of the taxatlon of ground
values., At a raflway arbitration thes
golng on in London there was o praps
erty rated on an annual agsgessment 2k

Jery few thousand pounds fop whict
£400,000 was claimed. Let the Sing.
Tax Assoclation congider that, Hut
that was not all. This gsum Included
.cenges for public houses, whigh wep
salied at £40,000. Ffere were licenses
which professed to be granted annually
to individuals vn their guod behavio
and It was reckoned su certain that
the house and not the fndividual would
get them, not for one year, but for
ever, that the ground landlord clalmed
more than £40,000 for surrendering the
sofl to the rajlway company. That was
the state of things which was gupposed
to be in agreement wit} the laws of
natural justice under the adminlsira-
tton by which the country was at pres-
ent governed. That was the state of
things which would never be altered by
a House of Commons elected on a lhu-
ited suffrage for the many, and an un-
inited suffrage for the few, by a
House of Lords which dld not go
tkrough the process of election at all.
That was a system of privitege andd
partiality against some forms of whica
the Liberal party this year, however
much outnumbered, had protested, and
on some Occasions had not protesterl
in vain. (Cheers.) And swhere thelr
cfforts were not crowned with success
they were honestly and sternuously
made.

Tn reply to & question as to whethor
he would tax vacant land, Sir George
said that Glasgow and the great cities
got nothlng under the Agrlcultural
Tating Bill. But there was a class of
1and which would get something evel
within the boundaries of Glasgow—that
i3 the 1and called arglcultural land, and
the agricultural land within the boun-
daries of the burgh was land whlcl}_
was belng kept until by the industry ol
the hirghal community and by the
taxes taken from the people who liveas
and ‘worked there, that land had at-
tained a fancy value, In the mnmean-
while it was rated at agricultural value
and would have half its rates patd. T
would cut the difficuity by taxing that
and all other lands on their value a9
land.

There are over 70 candidates standing
for the 76 seats pledged to the taxation

f land values.
© R. C. Munro Ferguson, M.P., writes.
“No one can wish you more succese
than I do in your efforts to secure that
buildings lands be taxed upon their
values. It is the more necessary to
keep the subject before the country
now because of the commission ap-
pointed to inquire into the incidence of
local taxatlon.”—Glasgow Single ax
for November.

RECORY OF SUICIDES.

The records of the Reglstrar of Vital Sta-
tistics of the city of New York on sulcides
in 18035, show that 37C persons disposcd ot
tuemselves, as agalust 331 In 1894 and 314
in 1893. This Is an increase of 13.6 yer cent.
over 1804, and s by far the highest num.
ber cver recorded in the city, and I3 more
than 45 per cent. higher than the annual
average of the previous ten years.

This rapld Increase, the Reglstrar says,
1s undoubtedly due to the existlng finan.
clal depression. Onc sulelde every day in
the Fear on the average, and they stilt con.
tinue to Incrense. Not a day goes by witn.
out hearing of shwilar occurrences. Oune
need only read the papers of our large citles
and there find fustances day after day, of
people suffering al) the miserles of fnvolult.
tary poverty, Is it any wounder that men
and women kil themsclves to cscape 1ife's
tortuzey ?

Rev. Russell II. Conwell, Phlladelphla,
rays: *If this world belongs to God, aud
if, as sl men In their hearts agree, we
are ail his children, then, of course. lu his
randen everrone has an equal right. .
to share In the land which the Father bhath
flvon unto mankind.  Bur you will say it

a not cqual now. No: and tue parties of
thls Republic _do not advocate that It
should be cqual, clther, .

Pat. CorRIGAN.—* [Tere's anew wan fer ye  Mickie.
like makes them dear, and taxin' and
bildins b2 betore you cun it thim fer nothin® 27

DAN. MCCORKAN.—** Nit, but can yus tell me this ; if labor-savin’ machinery
redooses the price of goods an' aukes thim Cheap, an’ T can't gt any  of thim, how
much should the < other felow ” git who doi't do nothin® at all 2°

PaT.—** Al, go wiun--give us somethin® asy,”

If taxin' bildins aund sich

makes it cheap, how high must the tax on

He wag a go-aliead youngman.  DBut be-
cause bty parents wWere” puor hie had atissed
an education, exeept i few weeks in the
winter, amd ay it resglt at gwenty-one he
Wiy only i day labgrer.  lle wanted a
home, sl ~o fo.ncd hiamselt into an ' ami-
povertyy sociely of vue,”” and began to save
tily wages AU the end of the tinnt yeur he
had 3w g the bauk grawing 4 per cent.
Tuts he comtinued 1o do year after jeae
WHO pattent perseverence, neset ruaning
thto dent or spetding mouey foolishly, un-
e at tie cud o1 tent years he had just 700,

At that gate  the ‘home scemed s far
ol as ever, so he determined to buy a
Tot, sind with what was left start the house
ung Hive 3 mortgiage on the whole to get
the tuoney (o cotuplete 16 IBut while e
had bLeen” working aud saving others had
done the sune thing,  “Che town had grown
and the value of land had increascd.

Across the street was the lot he had
set his mind on having, and he went to
buy {t. I'be price was 2 thousiaud dollars.
For the last ten years he couldu't remein-
ber that even n cowv had pastured there;
the boys had usced It to play bull on Satur-
day, and that was all,

“*Why** sald he, “ten years ago I could
have Lought that lot for a hundred dole
lars from you,”

“More fool that you didn't,” sald the
owner.  ¢]t'3 worth g thousaint now.”

And so 1t was. He ought to have pur-
chased thett, only he had no eney n
those \ays.

*“Well, 1'll have to find a_cheaper lot,”
he sald to biwmself, and wandered from one
real estate offfce to another, til at last
way out on the edge of the town, far from
his” work, fn a sparsely settled neighbor:
hod, he found a lot that th wve hundred
and seventy-five dollars wov d buy. lle
could have got cheaper ohes further ol
only they Were so far e couldn’t reach
hix~ work mornings, so Le bought this—
half s savings_ gome. He begins his
house, horrows S300, glives the mortgage,
and at last has a lot_worth $375 and
house worth 850, or $1,025 In all. Now.
at last, says he, I have a bome, and the
1ifty Qollars a year I save will poy the
Interest of thirty dollars and a littile on
the prinelpal. “Then the nssessor comes
along and nasesscs him on the uhouse a8
worth n thousaud dollars, while the sl;‘:
vacant lots next to his place, Yor whick
$475 a plece 8 asked, are assessed as
wortl only $250 {n all. The morigaz- is 2
bhl of gale to the man_ he borro.a of. o
his house aud lot, yet he himself pays the
taxes on it atl,  He can only work six days
In the week, whlle the mortgage \\'91;1\3
all the time, nlghts ang Sundays. Lhe
burden of debt anq taxes Is cating him
ap, and the little “antl-poverty soclety of
one’ 13 in danger of forcclosure. "

A copy of “Irogress and Poverty™ falls
into hig hands, and fn the crenlng, when
not too tired, nnd perhiaps a Sunday after
noon, he studies that wonderful book, untll
at last tho light breaks In upon him, and
ho beglns to sce why It Is so hard for @
poor man to get * home or anything clse

l
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in the world, and next we hear him Jdis.
cassitye it with bis nearest nefghbor.

“You see,” be says, “1 thought 1 was
saving $H0 a year, but I wasn't. I was
oly xivings 1t 1o a fellow that hasn't done
anything but walt.  ‘Che man that sold
e Jhis lot Just now for $375 would have
sald It ten yemis ago for $20, so 1 iuve been
saving §35 a year 1o give to this man whae
has done notling for It.  It's beeause we
have been working here and the Luss uslig
his capltal and buildltig up trade and busi-
ness that the Iand has” rlsen tn value, and
It scews to e that it we make the yvalue
that land gets the land ought to pay the
Lnves; and 1t seems to me, too, that i1 had
only to pay taxes on the value of my lot
and not on my house I wouldu’t have
much taxes to pay, and they'd nmake up
the loss by assessing thuse six cply lois
aluagside of me Just the same as they
assexsg my_lot, and that fellow would pay
taxes on $2,250 Instead of on §250, which
Is what his Jots are¢ valued at now., I
zuess I'll vote the xingle tax ticket wlhen
1 zet a2 chanee.”  *And you can connt me
with you,* says his Criend.

Co-opetation upont a voluntary Laslx, hoth
among bustiiess men and empfoyes, 18 cer-
tally wore conutnendable than any other
plan proposed to Letter thelr conditfons.
As o weapon 1 the commercial fleld znd
properly managed, it wounld relleve mueh
of the discontent avard on all sldes and
would most eflectually cure the feratlonal
disenssion of departimental store opponeuts.
The Mornlig World, of the Oth, refervitys
o JDil: subject, says: *To further moet
the opposition of the big storeg, the e
titlors ln different llnes of business ave
alvised o cooperate by tahing adjolning
stores n the same block and ten contneet-
Ing them during business hours by doors
opening Into cach other, A co-aperative
dellvery run 1o connection with suel
scheme would help to make the system
complete.” I am glad to have wy oplnlon
and views In the matter colniclded with by
‘The World. Not many months ago I war
discussing the departaiental store question
with a gentleman who was deplorlng the
pousitlon of the small retallers, and 1 then
etpressed preelsely the same plan as oute
tined above, I feel quite xure thag the co-
operntive plan 13 the best that could be de-
vized under the  clrcumstances, and the
sooner It 1s acted upon the better tt will
be for the discontente:d merchaunts,

The Church Reformer: The Bishop of
Rochester, speaking In the discussion on
*Private Property in Land,” at the Roches-
ter Dlocesin Conference, sald he had beoen
a Httle startled to find the newnesg to this
meeting of the principles vwhich bad boen
haviug a larger circulation i England than
almost any other doctrines of onr time dur.
fng the last ten years, Whetlier they liked
them or not, they ought to know them
and L famlliar with them. Ilc did not
know lhiow many of them had read Mr.
Georgo's Looks. He was sorry for thoso
who had not.




