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TEXT BOOKS IN OIIIO0.

BOARD of cducation in Ohio took action at their Jast
meeting to secure a uniformity of text-books in the
schools of the township. The board, after a full considera-
tisn of the subject, adopted x series of readers and arithmetics
to be used to the oxclusion of all other books in these
branches. This action is opposed Ly the residents of one or
more of the sub.districts, who have resolved to resist the
authority of the board and continue the text-book anarchy
which has so long reigned in the schools. This raises the
question of the power of the board to force compliance with
its action. IHappily, on this point the school law is plain
and specific. Section seventeen says: “ The said board shall
have power to determine the studies to be pursned, and the
school-books to be used in the several schools under their con-
trol”; and section thirtecn makes it the “duty of said board
to preseribe rules and regulutions for the government of all
the common schools within their jurisdiction.” The authority
conferred by these two provisions is ample. If parents re-
fuso 1o supply their children with the prescribed books, the
board can exclude such children from the schools; if the
Joeal directors refuse to comply with their action, the board
may assumo exclusive control of the school, or they may
order the school-house to be closed until their regulations
are obeyed; if the teacher is at fault, the board may adopt a
regulation forfeiting his pay or causing his dismissal.

We wish here to state that it will be impossible for the
boards of education to secure uniformity of text-books in the
schools under their control without subjecting some school
patrons to temporary inconvenicuce. But shall the schools
for this reason be crippled and the school funds wasted ?
Where is the wisdom in employing teachers and then suffer-
ing their best efforts to fail for the want of a uniformity of
books in their classes? The boards in our towns and cities
cause their authority in this text-book matter to be respectec,
and our country shools will never be efficient until the boards
know their authority and duty, and resolve to maintain the
one aud discharge the other. 1o do not counsel frequent
changes in school-books, but we do urge most emphatically
uniformity. This must be secured, if weare to have eflicient
schools.— Okio Educational Monthly.

OFFICIAT NOTICES.

ExrRACT FROM THE MINUTES O0F Tk CouxciL or Pun-
LIc INsTRUCTION, JULY 711, 1866.—* Provision being made by
the School Law for the publication of a Journal of Education, the
Council of Public Instruction dircets that the said Journal be made
the medium of official notices in connexion with the Educational
Department.” T. . RAND,

Secyto C. P I

I. To Teachers not supplied with Registers.

As a2 much larger number of schools arc in aperation this terim than was
anticipated, the edition of Registers is insuficient to sapply acopy for cach
teacher c.:é;a"zgd .4\l teachers who have boen unable to procurea Register
are notified that till the close of the present term, Oct. 31t a esreful recond
of the daily attendanceaf pupils will be -accoptest asa comapliance with the
requirements of the school Iaw with respect to registration.  In every such
casc. before signing the certificate contained ia the TRUSTEES! ReTuny, the
teacher is authorized 10 erase the words “the proscribed Register,” and
in%:;z inltshogir stead, ' a record of the daily attendance of the pitpils.”

Aay, do

Ir. Tcadwf-s’ Ag'mcmm.

‘The atteption of Teachers and Trustees 14 again called to the necessity of
complying with the prosision ofthio Law ' in relation to the disposal of the
Conaty Funa. It.‘.\?pcus frotn the School .Returns of the past Term that
some teschers have in thcir agreoments with Trustees in reapott to salary,
assumed all visk as 20 tht amount 10 bc received from the Cramly Fund.  Such

'ng’i\ contrary 10 the provisions of the Iaw and dimct;lg' subversice
of & most important peinciple of the school syatem, since the peconiagy
penalty impesod upton the inbabitants of the gection by the absence and
arregrlar attendadee_of pupils Is thereby inflicted upon the tescher, whils
the niary rewands vonsoquent updn a large and regslar atiendance of
pupils at schodl is Qiverted from the people 10 the teacher. Thess results
clearly tend to prevent the growth an de‘;clopmcm .of = sentiment of

reaponsibility and interest amoug all the inhabitants of each section, and
thus measurably defeat the object of the whole system—tho cducation of
every child in the proviace.

‘The Superintendent of Iducation, therefore, cills tho attention of Teach-
ers and Trustces to the following

NOTICE.

1. ‘The Cqouxry Fuxp is paid to tho Trusters of the section, The
anount depends upon the number of pupils, the regularity of their attend-
anco, aod the number of prescribed teaching days on which schiool is vpen
in any sectioh during the term.

2. “Teachers must engage with Trustces at a definite sum or pate. The
Provinciul ¥mul ix paid to teachers in addition to such specified sum.

3. The following form of agreanent is in accordance with the law:

(FORM OF AGREEMENT.)

Memor of Agr t wade and entered into the « —— day of
A.D. 188 , between (‘name of teacher ) a duly licensed teacher
bf the class of the one part, and (names of (rustees) Trustees of

School Section No. —— in the Diatrict of — of the second part.

The said (nameqftmchtr) on his (or her) part, in consideration ot the
below mentioned ngreements by tlic parties of the second part, hereby cove-
nants and agrees with the zaid (names of Trustees) T'rustces as aforesaid
and their succeasors in office, diligently and faithfully to teads a public
schiool in the said section, under the suthority of the said Trustees and their
successors in office, during the School Year ?or ‘Term) wuding on the thirty-
first day of October next, (or the thirticth day of Apsil, as the case may

be).

;)'knd the said Trustees and their saccessors in oflice on their part covenant
and agree with the said (name of teacker ) Teacher as aforesaid, to pay tho
said (name of teacher) out of the School Funds, under their control, at the
rate of doltars for the Scliool Year {or Term.)

And it is hereby further mutually agreed that both an'cs to this agree-
mens shiall be in all respects subject to the provisions of the School Law and
the Regulations made under its authonty by the Council of Public
Instruction.

In Witness whercof the a3 to these presents have hereto subscribed
their names on the day and year finst above written.

Witoess, (Name of Teacher.)
(Name of Wilness. ) (Names “of Trustees.)

4. Each Inspector is instructed to report every case of illegal stipulation
on the part of teachers, in refercnce to the County Fund.

May, 1867.

IXX. o Trustees of Public Schools.

1. “A rclation being cstablistied between the trustees aud the tezcher, it
becomes the duty of the former, on behall of the people, to see that the
scholars are naking sure progress, that there is life in the school both intel-
lectual and moral, —in short, that the great ends sought by the education of
the young are being realized in the scction over which they preside. All
may not B able to form a nice judgment upon its intellectual aspect, Lut
nonc can fail to estimate correctly its socia) aud moral tone.  While the Jaw
does not sanction the teaching in our public schools of the peculiar views
which chiarscterize the different denominations of Christians, it does instruct
the teacher *“ to inculcato by precept and example a respect for religion and
the principles of Christian morality.” To the trustces the peoplo wust look
to sco their desires in this respect, so far as is consonant with the spirit of
the law, carricd into cffcct by the teacher.”—* Comments and Regulations’
of Cvuncil of Public Iustruction, p. 51, reg. 5.

2. Whereas 1t has been repsesentad to the Corncil of Public Instruction
that Trustees of PublicSchoolshave, in certak cascs, required pupils, oh'pain
of forfeiting school privileges, te be preser.s during devotional exercises not
approved of by their parents; and whereas such proceeding 1s contrary~ to
the principles of the School Law, the follawing additional. Regulation is
made for the direction of Trustees, the better to ensure the carrying out of
the spirit of the Law in this behalfi— -

Orperep, That in cases where the parents or guardians of children in
actual attendance on any public school (or depattment) signify in writing
to the Trustces their conscientious ohjection to an)y portion of such devo-
tional exercises a8 may be conducted therein under the sanction of the
Trustees, such devotional exercises shall cither be so modificd as not to
aoffend the religious feelings of those so objecting, or shall be held immedi-
ately before the time fixed for the opening or after the time fixed for the
close of the daily work of the school; and no children, whose parents or
gunrdians signify conscientious objections thereto, shall be requiced to be
present during such devotional exercises. XMarck, 1567,

" 3. “Thchours efteaching shallnot exceed six cach day, exclusive of the
hour allowed at noon for recreation. Trustees, however, may determnine

upon a less number of hours. A short recess should be allowed about the
middle of both the morning and aft i i q

n ry de-
partments, especially, Trustees should excreise special care that the ch{larcn
are not contined in the zchool room too long."~** Comments and Regula-

tious™ of Couud€ of Public Instruction, p. 38, reg. 2.

IV. Amendments to the School Law.

The following Act to amend the general law of the Province concerning
public schools, passed during the late session of parliament, is published for
the information of sc!mol officers and the people generally :—

fe o . M - v I
AN ACT FURTITNR TV'\NEND TRE ACT POR™THE RETTER ESCOURAGE-
MEST of EpreArtioN. |

Be it uazcted by the Governor, Councll and Assembly, as follows:

1. Tbescrerd] Boards of Commissioners shall have power at the semi-
annual thecting in Nay o(‘ead:_z-cat. by vote of at ieast two-thirds present
théreat, to Lnite two or more Schonl Sections into one School Scction, on 2
petition addressed to the Board of C issioners by s majority of the rate-
payers of cach of the ‘secﬁom}:éxﬁng forth that they have agreed among
themselves on the tenns-on which the existing lisbilitics shail be borne by
the rate-payers in the several sectioas. s

2. Theunion shall take 22 on the day fixed by 12w for the mext An.

‘nual School Meetizg theresfer, notice oft which meeting shall be issued -!iy



