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16 guns, Brigs —blownup: Acton, 16 guns;
Dofonco, 16 guns; Hizzwd, 16 guns; Dili-
gonce, 14 gung; Tyranicide, 14 guns; Provi

denco (sloop), 14. Springbird, 12, burnt.
Taken; Naucy, 16, and Rover 10 guns;
total, 19 armed vessols mounting 332 guns.
Tho rest of the transports consisting of 24
sail were all destroyed. Immediately on tho
relief of this post Sir George Collier returned
to New York, where he found himself super-
seded by Admiral Arbuthnot who hac arriv.
ed from England with somo vessels of war, o
reinforcement of troops and a supply of pro-
visions, so that “carrying the war ilo Africa”
did not mean, as far as Great Britain was con.
cerned, that tho troops should find'their food
in that country where their military opera-
tions waoro carried on. Sir G. Collier resign

ed his commend into the hands of a thor.
oughly inefiicient Admiral and returned to
England.

Notwithstanding the reinféorcement Sir H.
Clinton, fearful of Count d'Estaing's formid-
able fleot on the coast of Georgia, decided
that he could undertake no active operations
determinad to concontrate his forces for the
defence of NewYorl,and with this view order-
ed Rhode Island to be evacuated--and this
at a timo when he had more veteran soldiers
undor his command than the combined
French and American armies. ’

Nothing else of any moment happened on
the sex coast except the surprise of the
British post at Paulus Hook by the Ameri-
can Major Leoon the 19th August, and1ts
racovery when the enemy had seized a block.
house gnd two vedoubts by the steuadiness
and bravery of the commandant and about
60 mon. That with a good deal of fight-
ing on the Indian frouticr, from North to
South, are the only events of the campaiga
in America.

The works at Verplanks and Stoney Point
wero abandoned towards the close of the
season—thus repeating the grand mistake
of this war that of leaving the Hudson in
uncontrolied possession of tho Americans—
that ruinous expedient & campaign in the
South being decided on, as if the war was to
bo terminated by skirmishes in the rice
swamps of the Carolinas. Howe’s cumpaign
at Philadelphia was insufficient to show Clip.
ton tho folly ol leaving the real strategetic-
al line—which would have compelied Wash-
ington ficht—and one decisive action would
have terininated the war—which, however,
was to give birth to strange alliar.ces mvolv-
ing grave political crrors eventually envelop-
ing tho civilized world in a contast the end
of which has not yet been reached, nor has
the swell of the waves of the tempest evoked
subsided; and Europe yet feels {bo oscillation
of the social carthqualke which was the effects
of the civil war between Great Britain and
her colonies. * -

The reasons which impelled the French
Court 1o embrace the cause of the American
insurgents lay on the surface, ostensibly its
objects wero to recover Canada, underneath

this lay a disreputable Couvt intrigne in
which the French minister and tho colebrat
ed poot, banker, speculator, stock-jobber,
spy and general infriguer Boaumarchais was
engaged—this man having beon in commu
nication with Dr., Franklin and Silas Deane
from the commencement of thd Colonint
troubles and having aided the inswrgents by
supplies of arms and monoey to the amount
of nearly ono million pounds sterling, found
that the Yaukee attorney and the Boston
philosopher had led him into a sorious scrape
as there was neither money nor assets to
meet his demands, at the same time lie was
informad oxcept he could secure an alliance
between the French Court and the Rebols
no ohance of payment remained to him. De
Villac was then at tho hoad of tho I'rench
administration, one of the most unprincipled
on record, and ho was in Beaumarchais' pow-
er, therefore it suited all parties;to force tho
French nation into s war whose ultimate end
was the overthrow of an ancient monarchy

and the obliteration of a}l the intriguers and|*

the orders to which they belonged from the
face of tho oarth. .

Spain governed by another branch of the
Bourbons sympathised to some extent with
the French Court, and in September, 1778;
the King of Spain offered to act as mediator
between the Crown of Great Britain and its
rebel subjects, and botween tlte Courts of
Vorsailles and St, James; tho former was
volitely declined England recognising no
right of interference on the part of a foreign
power, but in the latter case it wasaccepted.

The conditions offered by the Court of
Spainas the basis of recanciliation wero found
w0 bo totally inadmissable and had been evi-
dently prepared for tho sole purpose of en-
ablling her to take part in the contest as an
ally of France—they were consequently por-
emptorily rofused. The King of Spain as
mediator now presented other terms which
he termed ¢ ultimate proposals’ from him-
self, but they were so nearly alike to those
offured by france as to be totally inad.nissa-
ble; in the answer delivered to the Spanish
Ambassador a wish was expressed that noth-
ing which had passed might interrupt the
harmony subsisting betweenGreatBritain and
Spain. It was moreover generally understood
that in the event of fajlure in this negotiation
Spainwas to déclare war against Great Britain
and therafore it would be deemed only a
matter of prudence on the part of the lat-
ter power to watch the treacherous modiator
and take such precautions as her peculiarly
vulnerable position demanded, but the viru-
lence of faction and the indacision of tho re-
sponsible advisers of the Brtash Crown allow.
ed the subtle .Spaniards to choose their own
time at striking a decisive blow at England’s
naval supremacy.

The offer of mediation was not made till
after the arrival of the Plate flect, as the rich
armed fleet bearing the produce-of the Nouth
Amoericsn colonies was called, and on the 4th
of June, 1779, the French fleet sailed from

Brest and steored for the coast of Spain
whero a junction with tho Spanish fleet was
offected on the 24th of that month. On tho
16th of June a declavation of war was deliv-
ored to the British.

In this transaction Spain had been induced
to believe that she would by French aid ro-
covor Gibraltar, Ylorida and free hier South
Amorican Provinces from a dangerous neigh-.®
bour, if notsucceed in obtaining a portion
of that neighbor's North American territory.

The position of Great Britain had nover
before beon so critical. With the.drmada
menacing her coasts in 1588, sho had tho
Dutcli, those sturdy Geaux de la mer, as her
staunch allies, but in 1779 she stood along,
with treason under the mask of patriotism
sapping her resources and nentralising her
vigor. Reinforcements of troops were thrown
into Gibraltay, which fogtress was also well
supplied with provisions and stores and every-
oxertion made to moet the threatened dan.
gers.

Early in May a Fronch expedition was fit-
ted out against the Channel Islands. Sir
James Wallace with the 50-gun ship Experi-
ment, 32-gun ship Richmond, four frigates
and some smaller vessels having been descri-
ed ofl the coast, the French sguadron ran
into Cancale Bay where it was discovered on
tlie 13th May, driven on shore and totally
.destroyed. .

Theo junction of the French and Spanish
flect brought the combined force to over
sixty sail of the line, with nearly an equal
number of frigates. The British Channel
" Fleot, smder Sir Charles Hardy, consisted of
thirty-eight sail of the line with less than
its due propertion of frigates, was so mani.
festly inferior in the number of ships, guns
and men that grave doubts were entertained
of the issue of an ehgagement, and serious
apprehensions of an invasion of Great
Britain, but the nationaljspirit rose with the
danger, and while the Whig opposition were
luxurialing in tho anticipation of their
country’s humiliation the people for whose
wellare they were so solicitous wero xapidly
embodying themselves as volunteers and
taking such precautions as were necossary
to ward off tho imp:nding dauger, and, as
avents proverd, not an hour too soon. About
the middlo of August Count d'Orvilliers,
with tho combined fleet, passed the British
flect under Sir C. Hardy, in the chops of the
channe! without either being discovered by
the other, and sailed as far as Plymuuth,
capturing the Ardent, man-of-war, on her
passage out. The British Admiral, a highly
respectable imbecile, with his faculties
weakaned by age, was admirably opposed to
the French Admiral, who added to the
othor's folly an indecision wholly his own.
For several deys ho continued parading in |
front of Portsmouth without any obstacle to
prevent an attempt atlanding, till an east.
erly galo compelled him to bear awsay out of
the channel. Assoon as this abated he re-

turned and cruised off the Lands Eud, but




