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avails for deep researcli in any field of enquiry. Ptrlîaps it înay not
seeau so %vhen we regard ourselves as ille "heiirs of ail the ages.» Bacon,
in a well-knowîît passage of tuie.'Loviini Orgaî,iioni, says thmt reverence, for
aîîtiquity anîd the authority of meni have greatly retarded the advance-
nient of science ; and hep urges that, if knowledge and mature judgîîîent
-ire to ho looked for iii the old mnu ratiier thian iii the youtlî, tixcu ive
have reason to exl)eet anuch greater tlîings f ront oui' ovi age thanl froin
aiit'(uity, becautse, so far- as the history of thoughit is concerned, wve arc
oler tlîamî the anicients, and the Nvorld grows richer i l kîowle(lge N'ith
the audvancing cenîturies. Trutx is the dauigliti'r of tinte, niot of atuthority,

*u t:î bonîds of antiquity aimd authority niust oftcu be bîokeî just as
the op)inions of youtm are ouitgrowtn by adIvancing ivisdoni.

But, "'hile there is a selise iii whichl this is truc, alike in theology as
in physical seience, yet Io do vell to rciiienmbtr tuit wve are nlot the first
%vlio have liandfled the p)iobleins of life. Tie hiistoî'y of doctrine shows
lis liov thic saine questions have presented theniscives age. after age.
Sie of the answeis given to those questions have heeji rejce( by mcen
of latcr gênei'ations ; soute of thema are accep)ted by ourselves; ail of
theni ]lave soîîîe v'luie for lis, even ivere it oni1y to show uis hlow along
certain Iiies ive nee&1 not look for solutions, andl to illustrate the confliet
of opinionî through whlui, in nmany inîstances, oui' creeds have beii
fîlriîulatcdý.. Evcî'y w'ise student wviIl treat -%'ith respect thec efforts of
those wl'ia have iî'ouffht befoi'e hlin:i îndeed, lie calnot accuratcly
appreciate thceir i'oî'ki if lic studies it iwith a scom'îmful or- arrogant spfirit.

Bu1lt it is îîot so ianuchi iii regard to thie lahaîs of othier, aý iii regard ta
the natur'e anil înRjesty of truth itself, thiat the spirit of research ilud
euiquirýy shoulil 1)Q ieveiint aud 1h1nihi)e. It 81l011l(l bc 80 eveii ii thie
flels of phxysici science. l'crhîaps it miiglît be askced, wvhat mnlatters it
wlictlier the sl)irit of the man of science be reveî'ent or flippant, humble
or arrîogant ? Surcly ail thmat is lmîeîequiiredl is that thie '.tehlect ho
clear anîd strong, siufficiently daring ta veîiture into nm ficeds sudf wîeh1
cnoughtrI infornied ta kîîoiv the Value of ne"'v expericuce. If the mnm i o
is exj)horing soinc lepartnîieiit of nature lbas only the ireaus for inaliing
accurate observationis and the patienice to inak-e a siuflici2îît ninher, if lie
Vaul Only gathmer a gicat eiiough arî'ay of facts, wvhat iîîatt4eî's, à thioiigh lie
wverp a profanec and sr'lf-coniccitedl blasfflhenier ? Mighit lie axot, by ieans
of his iîaterials, enlarge the warldM's visirin id grasp of truthi

And 3ct, it. iQ nt the nielle accumulatio f facts thaptiseqiedf
axe ta g'ain nie' realis of truith : e nieeà the initerpretatiozi of flchecs
W~e inay receive oui' dlatî, oui' facts, front any witucss, pi'ovitled hie lue
trustwortiy ; but these data. nmay ho like words i 'in uiikîîown tonguie,

'vihit is iiot given to evem'y onme to cxplaim: they niay bc as perplexing
as Pliaraol's dreamns, untul soîn( Joselîi conies to iinte-.pret thein. For,
the facts thmat forîn the basis for the indulictions of science aire not to ho
rc"fard'(ld as so niaîiy quarriedl blocks wliich ive gathier and huiild iiîto
uvalis, calliîig the structure a ample of truth. Thcy are rathier to be
regardedl as thia, whispers of a voice, f roin %vlichl ive waut to Icarîî ivlio
speaks to uis: thîey are tokeus of ai ordlerly arrangement existing in the
NNork(, anid ive ivait to knoiv the ]aw that, uîîderlics thienuii ingnc theni
in uniit.y. But, for thmis iiiterpretatiomî of the tongues of nature, for tlîis


