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idmmul to be comct. The veal prospetity of a Btate will ever be
found to depend on the welfare of the membets composing it.
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Eumpe, ir u had niot possessed, within fteelf) the ohlef meam

With whiat propriety, indewd; can that country be said to be trul y
independent and flourishing, the Inlbitants of which depend upon
foreigh quarters for the ehief necesssries of life, nnid arw in geveral
oppressed by want, and consequently unbappy. A Coumtry, for
Instance, depending for its prosperity cl:iefly on Foteign Commaeros,.
can never Justly be considered aa In n state -of sound sesutity, by
roason of the fluctuations to which such commares lainevitably and
aonnantly lisble. A change n politieal rulations, restrictions upon
trade, or the uvents of a war, will often suddenly reduse sucha
Country, from a state of power, abundance and refoleing, to one
of genéral wenkners, distress and despondendy, On the other
tiund, & Country in which Agriculture is 20 extensively putsued,
as {0 afiord its Inhabitanty all the absolute means of subsistence, is
not exposed 1o those evile, butif deptived of all fore'gn intercourse,
may still ramaia comparatively prosperous and happy. It is, In-
deed, soarcely too much to affirns, that no Country has been invaria-
bly and emineatly prosperous, in which ngricultural occupations
were duspived or neglected.  ‘This liss been exemplified andproved
by the listory of many Nationsand Countries, both inunalent and
in modern times,

Amung the Romans, that ambitious and arbitrary people, who

wera almost constantly engeged in oxteasive and sanguinary wats,
agricultutal pursuits vere, from the first petiod of thelr story, held
in bigh estitaation, and their most celobrated chiaracters were often
found actively émployed in advancing them,  Their improvements
in this valuable art Lept pace with their conquests, and wherever
they established their d s they d the labors of the ficld
iminediately (o flourish. Not mercly %o the diead of their arms,
and the nrture of the government they cstabtilished, but €o that cause
may in part be ascribied the acquiescence under their dominion of
the Countries they subjugated, and the protracted preservation of
their vonquests. It was net until late in the decline of the mighty
ewnpiro they establiskied, that the misteess of so many nations wax
herself made to depend upon remote parts of her Territuries for
the flrst necestary of life; and that in consequence she sometimes
experiet.ced the hotrors of famine, The neglect of this most im-
portant of all occupations may be considered as having accelerated
the downfal of that gigantic and close cemented fabric, which the
wisdom and the labors of so many generations had Leen occupicd
in vearing., Even Cavthinge, whiclt was extensively busied in com.
werce, aml which carried it to a greater degree of perfection than
any other Country of her time, bestowed upon Agriculture parti.
cular and assiddous attention, It is recorded, that in the destruc-
tion of that City by its cxaspetated and merciless rival, when every
monument of its skill. and nearly every other record or memorial
of its teience weve diligently sought dfier and destroyed, the valua.
ble works upon Agriculture, found aniong tie spoils, were caveful.
Iy preserved by that rival, who dssiduously employed the informa.
tion they contained,

In the history of somo modern nations slso, we may discover
the important consequenges of a careful attention to extend and
improve this most uieful occupnnon. In Great Britain, it has for
many ages past héen held in very high estimation, and has at this
tine arrived at a #ate of adwancement which probably was sever
surpassed.  Had thére not been an extensive and unremitting ap-
plication to its pursuit, how deplorable would often have been thie
situation of thatcouatry. At that period, especially, when assailed
by the most formidable combination of - foes,and when its com-
weree was exglided from almost cvery part of the Continent of

from abundance and rejoicing, to distress and degpondgncy.
frequent and extensive wero the distresses and embarrassraents
formesly experienced, and so- convinced did they become of ¢
true causes of them, that for some years past, they havc fesoxted
the expedicnt of appropriating gteatet portions of their lang, th
they hud previously done, to.the_raising of those articles of
‘the. most essentially requisite. . In vousequence of, t}n’, they, Tl
latterly, ina great measure, prevented the recurrencoof thosee
The Coiony of Newfoundland, has ever been much--in the s
precarious and unhappy.condition,
veral other causes which might be explained, it hu remained
most wholly dependent upon other couptries. for ‘mearly all
means of subsi<tence. Itis true this Co!ouy has nﬁ’orded an
tensive source of wealth, and been of high importance, to G

bsistence to & sufffeiant extent, the extremes of diatress w
have ensued, and the bulwark of freedom would probably
fallen.  Through ity attention to Agriculture, even more tha
its Cummerce, wan that magnsnimous country enabled to sup
those numerous aud expensive srmivs and fleets which were
gaged i preserving its own Independence, and redressing the wrs

very fulsly bo consluded, that the power and greatnuas of F

pursult of the several branches of husbandry, Kven under

tho ogean at another, through its attention to Agriculture, d
country has alinost constantly kept its vast population sufficiud
supplied with all the chief necessaries of life.

On the othet hand, Tet us view the situation of some of 1h
countries in which Agriceliure has been neglected, or but partis
pursued.

procuring the absolute means of subsistence; aml the great o
provements in husbandry, which linve in modvrn times been mag
are there but little untleratood. Hence it hy notorious; that

peasautry and the lower ordersof persons in.that.gountzy, sre
more imporerished condition, and even more defiolentingntellet
improvement, than those of most of the other nations in Eun
When posscssed of the nost extensive Mines of Silver and
and prosecuting Contnerce to a very great extent, yet, s & peo
they 3¢3}l were poor and embarrassed.  They afford, indeed, a
ing example, that neither by the posssasion of those presious
tals, nor by the state of advancement in commergial pursuits, is
national weafth to beestimated The Colonias in the West Iud
affurd another instance of the dependent and unhappy state o
country in which Agriculture is uot pursued to such.an extontss
furnish to “*spopulation tho chief means of subsistence,  Althe
those Colonies supply s great portion of the civilized world v

with their splendor and magaificence, yet, during former periockl
the Population gencrally, according to reiterated complaints,
often but scantily supplied with some of the chicf articles of foo
and at times experienced even the horrosrs of want, ‘Throug
chiange in political relations, restraints imposed-upon commerca
alterations in its ckanncls, preventing them from obtainipg regi
and smple supplies of those primary articles; or from the prices@8
their productions having been greatly dummahed inthe mtrktu
which they were cxported thcy havo often been speedily reduq

If not from nmuml, from

Britain, in many respects 5 and some within it, engaged in i

most atbitrary and oppressive systems of Government, henill
burthened with Tazesst one period, snd its Commerce driven il

In Spain, although many parts of it are highly fareds
hy natute, there has long heen a general inattention to tillageighli® i
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and restoring the freedom of 3o many other nations, It may & E

have always beer: prineipally owing to Iis extensive cuitivation Wil
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such a varicty of luxuries, and though such numbers tiero dsvilied,
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