
Die Afallard. - Anas boséha*s. o

rbangcabie green, ending in a narrow collar of white ; the rest of the
neck aud breast arc of a dark purplish chestnut ; lesser wing-coverts, brown
ash; greater, crossed near the extremities with a band of white, and tipped
with another of deep velvety black ; below this lies the speculum, or beauty
spot, of a rich a splendid liglit purpie, with green and violet refleetiong,
bounded on every side withi black; quilLs, pale brownish ash; back, brown,
9kirted with paler ; scapulars, whitish, crossed witli fine, undulatiug lines of
black ; rump and tail-coverts, black, glossed with green ; tertials, very broad,
and pointed at the ends; tail, consisting of eighteen feathers, whitish, eentred
with brown ush, the four middle ones excepted, wbich. are narrow, black,
glossed with violet, remarkiably concave, and curlcd upwards to a complete
circle; beily and sides, a fine gray, crossed by an infinite number of fine,
-waving lines, stronger and more dceply marked as they approaci flhc vent;
legs and fcet, orange red.

IlThe female bas the plumag(,e of the upper parts dark brown, broadly
hordered with brownish yeilow; and flhe iower parts yeliow ochre, spotted
nud streakcd with deep brown ; the chin aud throat, for about two inches,
plain yeiiowish white; wigbill, and legs, neariy as in the maie.

IlThe windpipe of the maie has a bony labyrinth, or biadder-iike knob,
puffing out from the lcft side. The intestines mensures six feet, aud are as
%vide as those of the Oanvass-Back. The «indpipe is of uniform diameter,
lantii it enter-. the ]abyrinth.

IlThis is the oBiginal stock oft'ho common domesticated Duck) reclaimed,
time immemori'al, from a state of nature, and now become so serviceable to
insu, Iu many individusîs, the genersi garb of the tamne drake Beems to,
have undergone littie or no siteration; but the stamp of slavery is strongly
imprinted in bis duil, indifferent eye and grovelling p~it, -whiie the lofty look,
long, tspering neck, and uprigbtly action of the former bespeak bis native
spirit sud independenoe.

IlThe Conimon Wil Duch is found ini cvery fresh-wster lake and river
of the United States in wintcr, but seldoni frequents the sea-shores or sait
xusrshes. Their summer residence is the -north, the great nursery of this
numerous genus. Instances have becs known of some solitsry pairs breediug
bere in sutumn. ln Eagiand these instances are mr're common. The uest
is usually placed in the most solitary recess of the mai-9b, or bog, amidst
coarse grass, reeds, and rushes, and generaiiy containi from twelve to sixteen
eggs, of a ddtll greenish whitc. The young are led about by the mother in
thec same manner as those of thc Taine Duck, but witb a superior caution, a
cunnlng aud watchfui vigilance peculiarto ber situation. The maie attaches
himseif te one tbmaie, as ainong other birds in tbeir native state, and is the
guardian and protector of her and ber feeble brood. The Mallard is numer-
ous in the rice-fiels of the Southeru States during #inter, many of the fields
being covered with a few inches of water ; aud, flic scattered grains of the
former harvest Iying iii abundanoe, the Pucks swim about, and feod at

"The flesb of the Common WiId Duck is in general and high etia-
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