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Mr. Fisher hotly resented the Impu­

tation which, not content with declar­
ing to be utterly without foundation, 
he described as “deliberate misrepre­
sentation on the part of Mr. Taylor.

Dr. Sproule Jumped to hie feet on a 
point of order, demanding a retraction 
on the part of the minister of railways. 
The opposition, tired of the debate and 
glad of the diversion, loudly endorsed 
the demand and called on the new 
deputy speaker, who was presiding 
over the comlttee, for a ruling.

Mr. Mardi was equal to the occa­
sion. He admitted that Mr. Fisher 
had transgressed the courteous limits 
of debate and gently censored him 
therefor; but he also' found that Mr. 
Taylor had been out of order In mak­
ing such a charge as he did and had 
given the minister certain provocation.

This adroit and not unfair ruling, 
while it enabled thi direct point rais­
ed by Dr. Sproule, was received with 
good-natured laughter by both sides 
and aroused no objection beyond a 
humorously sarcastic comment from 
Mr. Foster on ' the deputy epeaker’s 
diplomacy.

Mr. Fisher later explained that there 
would be no need for employing any 
more officials on account of this act. 
The regular employes of his depart­
ment, with a couple of permanent ad­
ditions, which would have to be 
made anyway, would be able to look 
after it.

AS A FARMERthe Montreal Herald references to a 
conspiracy, part of which was the at­
tempted purchase of Mr. Prefontaine 
and Mr. Fitzpatrick.

STUTTERED WITH WRATH.

Fitzpatrick, who had been fldglting 
In his seat, rose, stuttering with wrath, 
and characterized any such references 
as absolutely untrue and without 
foundation. He defied any member of 
the opposition to prove them, and amid 
wild liberal cheers, Prefontaine ma$e 
a similar statement. Further, he as­
serted that no such article ever ap­
peared in the Herald. Bennett pro­
ceeded to read from that paper of Dec. 
5, when Laurier leaped to his feet and 
asked for definite charges and a ces­
sation of mere gossip.

The Speaker took the hint and ruled 
that since the charges had been de­
nied by the ministers, Mr. Bennett 
should make no further references to 
them. The government benches greet­
ed the ruling with wild applause.

READ OTHER CHARGES.

Shut off from this tack, Mr. Bennett 
read charges in the Ottawa Events re­
garding the alleged,theft of the Tele­
graph by: David Russell and Involving 
Mr. Blair. These charges. Involving a 
liberal ex-minister, formed another rea­
son why the government should not re­
fuse an investigation. He quoted Em- 
merson’s interview in the Montreal 
Herald, with Its Insinuations that Mr. 
Borden was mixed up with Russell and 
Greenshlelds in a conspiracy as an­
other reason, and warned the premier 
that he would dangerously offend pub­
lic feeling in Ontario if he refused.

Logan interjected, "You’ll get all the 
Investigation you want,” and then 
Bennett took occasion to warn Sir 
Wilfrid that if the matter was brought 
before a committee of privileges and 
elections, he should change its chair-

Let your newspaper 
Do thing's for you.Mr. Fisher Would Hardly 

be Successful
J

When this newspaper has given to you 
the last word about the events of the 
day—when it has acted as a sort of 
Central office in “ connecting ” you 
with “ all of creation ”—it has done 
much for you, of course.
But it can do more than that.
It can help you run your store, your 
office, your factory, or your house.
It can carry your “ little worries ” 
for you—and never turn a hair.
You do not fully use your paper if you 
simply read it.
You don’t really KNOW your 
newspaper until you have used its 
want advertising columns.
It can dispose of things for you—
It can secure things for you.
It can find lost things for you, 
find any kind of help you need, 
find buyers for your house, your lot, 
your horse, your furniture, your shop or 
store, leasehold or interest or equity.
In short, any day, every day, this 
newspaper stands ready and able to 
DO THINGS FOR YOU.

t

Amusing Incidents in the Discussion 

on the Seed Question—Differ­

ence Between imports and 

Exports.

a

« ♦

OTTAWA, Feb. 1,—The Honorable 
Sydney Fisher, minister of agriculture.
is hardly what you would call a popu­
lar man in the house. He sits there 
with such an air of condescending, 
high-bred superiority, he is so super­
ciliously cock-sure in all his opinions 
and he patronizes any practical farm­
er, who has the temerity to hold ideas 

’ of his own, in such a sneeringly, irri­
tating way that the average aforesaid 
Agriculturist, who has a profound 
contempt for the dillitante, gentleman 
farmer class, is never so thoroughly 
happy and contented as when he is 
given a chance to express his candid 
opinion of that class and its distin­
guished representative in the govern­
ment.

)

Canada’s tendency to spend more 
than she is making, to buy goods in 
other countries to a value greater 
than she is selling to other countries, 
is strikingly shown in the recently is­
sued report of trade and commerce 
for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1904. 
In 1902 we bought lees than a million 
dollars’ worth more goods than we 
sold; in 1903 our spendings exceeded 
our trade receipts by over fifteen mil­
lions, and in 1904 the excess on the 
disbursement side of our books was 
$45,690,668. We bought and imported 
goods to the value of 
while we sold and exported 
value of only $213,521,236. 
ports were greater than last year’s by 
about eighteen millions, while our ex­
ports were reduced by over twelve 
millions. A large part of this increase 
in imports is found in goods purchas­
ed from the United States, from which 
we purchased last year over thirteen 
million dollars’ worth more than ever 
before. We bought from the Ameri­
cans last year goods valued at $160,- 
826,515, or over twice as much as we 
sold them. It is notable this ratio is 
almost exactly reversed in the case 
of Great Britain, from which we 
bought in 1904 $61,777,674 worth of 
goods, while we sold them $117,591,376. 
In spite of the boasted preference to 
British goods our trade with the Un­
ited States is Increasing at a rate far 
greater than our • trade with Great 

•Britain.
Another side light on the working of 

the preference is shown by the fact 
that while the duty on imports from 
Great Britain averaged 17.5 per cent., 
the duty on imports from the States, 
which are not accorded any ostensible 
preference, averaged only about 13.6 
per cent.

The increase in imports during the 
year has been general on all Import­
ant articles, notably among them, 
coal, $1,222,000; wood and manufac­
tures of, $2,400,000; wool and manu­
factures of, over $1,700,000; electrical 
apparatus, nearly $800,000. The exact 
figures as regards the articles are 
shown in the detailed statements 
herewith published.

On the other hand, the decrease in 
exports amounted to over $1,600,000 on 
animals living; over $10,800,000 on 
breadstuff» (wheat); over $1,000,000 on 
fish; over $4,000,000 on provisions and 
over $3,000,000 on wood unmanufactur­
ed. There has, however, been an in­
crease in the exports of minor articles, 
aggregating nearly $8,500,000.

The report claims that the decrease 
in wheat exports is not due to de- 
cresaed production, but to the grow­
ing demand for consumption and for 
seeding purposes.

The chance was given yesterday 
when Mr. Fisher’s bill for the inspec- 

man, as the present chairman, Mr. | {ton and sale of seeds came up.
Logan, had been mixed up with a pUrpoae Cf the bill is undoubtedly a 
peculiar attmpt to vote improperly in g-ood one—the protection of the farmer 
a recent election in Ottawa, and was from the careless or unscrupulous deal- 
hardly fit for the position.

The
$259,211,803, 

to the 
Our lm-

er who furnishes him with seed pol­
luted with the seeds of pernicious 
weeds—but the details of the bill and

The premier and ministers made no 
response to any of these demands.

Alex. Johnston of Cape Breton 
quoted copiously from conservative 
newspapers comment on Blair’s resig­
nation, and claimed that these showed 
that the conservatives had inside 
knowledge not in the possession of the 
government. He was called to order 
several times by the opposition, but 
the Speaker refused to Interfere.

Other speakers omitted a reference 
to the Blair incident, and confined 
themselves to a resolution, and the 
house, which had been very disorderly, 
quieted down.

At 10 o’clock the house went into 
committee to discuss the Resolution by 
sections. Before the Speaker left the 
chair Mr. Logan took occasion to ex­
plain his action in attempting to vote 
in the recent election, claiming he act­
ed in good faith and In the belief that 
he was entitled to vote.

the intended machinery for its enforce­
ment .provided good ground for criti­
cism and argument, and" the opposition 
took full advantage of it. But though 
many of the objections raised were 
undoubtedly well founded and though 
the bill would have been greatly re­
medied had some of the suggestions 
been adopted, Mr. Fisher was imperv­
ious to either. The bill as he intro­
duced it was the best possible bill, he 
explained, in a manner which Implied 
deep pity for misguided mortals who 
thought otherwise, and any amend­
ments such as honorable gentlemen in 
their denae Ignorance proposed were 
not only unnecessary but detrimental.

Naturally this did not induce tender 
treatment from members who were 
unfortunate enough to disagree with 
the minister, and the debate, which 
lasted from about .half-past three in 
the afternoon until nearly ten o’clock 
at night, developed at times a sharp­
ness which lent interest to a discussion 
that would otherwise have been very 
dull.

In the end the bill was approved 
with the exception of three sections 
relating to its enforcement, which the 
minister condescendingly agreed to let 
stand until the opposition should come 
to a better frame of ihind concerning 
them.

AMUSEMENTS.PARENT WILL OPERA HOUSE,
Monday, February 6
FOR NINE NIGHTS AND SATUR­

DAY MATINEE ONLY.

The Bandmann-Dallas Opera Co.
Under the personal direction of MAU­

RICE E. BANDMANN, wUl present 
the following latest London Successes 
for the first time in St. John, 

Monday, February 6th—The Record 
Gaiety Theatre Success, “The Orchid,” 

entering in its second year at the

NOT RESIGN.
ParentQUEBEC, Feb. 3,—Premier 

is not going to resign unless he is 
beaten. Within the last few days he 
had apparently made up his 
that those members of his cabinet an­
xious to see him retire were strong 
enough to force him to do so. 
cordingly he looked around for means 
of strengthening himself from 
ranks of the party in opposition. He 
found M. D. Monet, .who defeated the 
Parent candidate in Napierville. That 
gentleman consented to enter the cabi­
net. The result is that anti-Parent 
ministers, Gouin, Turgeon, Weir and 
probably McCockrili, have decided to 
meet the premier half way. They have 
not lesigned yet, but it is expected 
they will do so tomorrow. The ques­
tion now is if whether Mr. Parent is 
Strong enough to defeat the new op­
position in the legislature.

Advertising is the channel through 
which the merchants speak to the peo­
ple they desire to address.—Robt. C. 
Ogden, John Wanamaker’s partner.

STRONG OPPOSITION.

The opposition, led by Foster and 
Dr. Stockton, whose trenchant schol­
arly arguments made a great impres­
sion, resisted strongly the passage of 
the resolution through the committee 
largely on the grounds of the class of 
legislation given in Foster’s speech re­
ported above, but the government, 
through Mr. Fitzpatrick, admitted that 
some criticisms were well founded, re­
fused to accept any suggested amend- 
metns and forced the resolution 
through as presented.

One section placing the judges in ad­
miralty under the same privileges as 
the supreme court Judges Fitzpatrick 
announced that the government had 
decided to drop.

Just before the commltee rose Foster 
quietly asked if the government still 
persisted in refusing to give any In­
formation regarding Blair’s resigna­
tion.

Mr. Fitzpatrick replied that not one 
member of the government had a par­
ticle of Information beyond the bald 
telegram sent by Mr. Blair on Octob­
er 18 announcing his resignation which 
came to the government as unexpect­
edly as a bolt from the blue. Since 
then no member of the government 
has received any explanation from Mr. 
Blair of his action.

The committee rose at eleven, after 
which the bill was introduced and read 
the first time.

On Monday Mr. Monk will move for 
c^py of Blair’s resignation sent to 

the government and for all correspond­
ence thereon.

mind

Ac-
now
Gaiety Theatre, London.

Tuesday, Feby. 7th—The furors of 
the present London season, ”Ttio Cln- 
galee,” now being played to crowded 
houses’at Daly’s Theatre, London.

Wednesday, Feby. 8th—The great 
Napoleonic musical play, “The Duchess 
of Dantzig,” as played over 500 nights 
to the capacity of the Lyric Theatre, 
London.

Thursday, Feby. 9th—The brilliant 
Musical Comedy, “Three Little Maids,” 
from the Apollo and Prince of Wa|eft 
Theatres, London.

Friday, Feby. 10th—The rage of Lon­
don and Paris, “Véronique,” from the 
Apollo Theatre, London.

Saturday, Feby. Uth—The scream­
ingly funny Musical Comedy,
Earl and the Girl,” nightly crowding 
the Adelphi Theatre, London.

Monday, Feby. 13th—The latest vau- 
“The Catch of the

the

The following incident illustrates the 
temper of a considerable part of the 
debate and some of the courtesies that 
popped back and forth across the 
table:

Mr. Cochrane, the member of North­
umberland—an elderly man with a fine 
white head and a temper and a tongue 
none too gentle—was complaining of 
the maze of technicalities with which 
the bill was enshrouded. Even the 
trained lawyers in the house disagreed 
about its significance, he said, and how 
could the farmer understand. “The 
honorable minister,” continued Mr. 
Cochrane,' “proposes to be a friend of 
the poor farmer."

“Not of such poor farmers as you 
are,” sneered the minister in terrup- 
tion.

“I made my living as a farmer, 
which you never did and never could,” 
wag the angry retort. “If the honor­
able gentleman does not understand 
farming any better than he does this 
bill, he would be in a very .humble po­
sition in life if he tried to make his 
living at it. If this bill is as plain as 
he says it is, how is it that he, with all 
his great wisdom, cannot make the 
lawyers in this house understand it. 1 
want to impress this on the honorable 
gentleman’s mind—because it takes a 
great deal to impress a fact on the 
mind of a gentleman so conceited that 
he thinks he knows it all—that this 
bill is so complicated that with all his 
explanations he cannot bring it down 
to the comprehension of trained legal 
minds in this house. What does he ex­
pect a farmer to do with it?”

This time Mr. Fisher did not pass 
back.

"The

C. F. C.
deville success.E Season.”

Tuesday, Feby. 14th—Benefit of Mr- 
Harry Cole. The side-splitting London 
success, “Sergeant Brue,” as now be­
ing played at the Prince of Wales 
Theatre, London.

Wednesday,

HUSBAND SH01 DEAD
»

From
St. John, N. B. 

Jan. 24..Lake Manitoba . ...Feb. 11 
Feb. 7..Lake Champlain ..Feb. 25
Feb. 21..Lake Erie ............... Mar. 11
Mar. 7..Lake Manitoba.. ..Mar. 25 
Mar. 21..Lake Champlain ..Apr. 8 

FIRST CABIN.—To Liverpool,
$47.50 and $50 and upward, accord­
ing to steamer.

Round Trip Tickets at reduced

From
And Wife Has Been Arrested—Says 

He Committed Suicide—The Af­
fair a Mystery.

Liverpool.
1

Feby. 15th — Farewell 
Performance. The great Gafety Bur­
lesque, “Faust Up-to-Date.”

Prices of admission, 75 cts., 50 Ota.
and 25. cts.

BOSTON, Feb. 3—George S. Sargent, 
a stationary engineer, belonging in “READY, GO.

Get ready to go to the

F. M. A. Sports
MONDAY, FEB. 6.

QUEEN’S RINK,

» >

Gloucester, was found dead in a lodg­
ing house at 31 Appleton street, this 
city, tonight. There were three bullet 
wounds in the body, and the police are 
investigating the cause of death.

Sargent had called at the house to 
visit his wife Annie, from whom he is 
said to have separated some seven or 
eight years ago, and the woman is 
under arrest pending the result of 
autopsy which will be held by the me­
dical examiner tomorrow.

At the morgue a superficial examina­
tion showed that one bullet has pass­
ed through his chest, another through 
the index finger of the left hand, and 
a third through the right hand.

Mrs. Sargent when taken into cus­
tody said her husband had committed 

She asserted that he had

LATE SHIP NEWS. rates.
Second Cabin—To Liverpool, 37.60; 

London, $40.00.
Third Class—To Liverpool, Lon­

don, Glasgow, Belfast, Londonderry 
and Queenstown, $26.50. From Lon­
don, Liverpool or Londonderry, 
$27.50. To and from all other points 
at equally low rates.

ST. JOHN TO LONDON.
S.S. Lake Michigan, Feb. 9, Third 

Class only.
S. S. Mount Temple, Mar. 2nd, 

Third Class only.
Rates same as via Liverpool.
For Tickets and further inform­

ation apply to

Domestic Ports.
HALIFAX, NS, Feb 3—Ard, sirs Al­

derney, from Liverpool ; Rosalind, 
from St Johns, and sld for New York.

Sid. str St John City, Bovey, for 
London.

Charlotte St
British Ports.

LIVERPOOL, Feb 3—Ard, str Con­
cordia, from St John, NB, for Glas­
gow.

LONDON, Feb 3—Ard, str Cervona, 
from Portland.

QUEENSTOWN, Feb $—Ard, str 
Campania, from New York for Liver­
pool (and proceeded).

MOVILLE, Feb 3—Sld, str Corinth­
ian (from Liverpool), for Halifax and 
St John, NB.

an EVENTS :
220 yards (open). 440 yards (open), 

mile (open.)
1 mile (open). Small boys’. H mill 

boys’.
Police Race.

ductors’ and Motormen’s.
Snowshoe Race.

Letter Carriers’. Relay Race, (open 
to societies.

The largest and best field of imi- 
■ euv skaters in America.

Admission, 25 Cents.

In another place Mr. Fisher had oc­
casion to refer to the "raison d’etre” of 
the bill, only he called it the “rason 
dater.”

“What’s that?” queried Mr. Foster 
gently.

“Oh talk so people can understand 
you,” ejaculated Mr. Cochrane.

“Does my honorable friend want a 
translation?” asked the minister of 
Mr. Foster. "He ought to know. He 
gave us some French the other day”— 
referring to Mr. Foster’s reading from 
a French paper during his speech in 
the debate on the speech from the 
throne; a reading, by the way, which 
Fienchmen in the press gallery said

Firemen’s Race. Con*

Backward Race.W. H. C. MACKAY, 
or write F. R. PERRY, Acting D. 

P. A., St. John, N. B.suicide.
talked of taking his life while they 
were together in her room this even­
ing, and that as she stepped to a closet 
leading from her room she heard two 
shots, and her husband fell dead to 
the floor. People in the lower part of 

told the police that five

Foreign Ports.
PORTLAND, Me, Feb 3—Cld, strs 

Cornishman, for Liverpool ; Hurona, 
for London.

BOSTON, Feb 3—Ard, str Sarmatian, 
from Glasgow.

Sld, str Columbian, for London.
CHATHAM, Mass, Feb 3—Light 

northwest winds; clear at sunset. A 
fleet of five large schooners, bound 
north, was anchored west of the Hand­
kerchief tonight.

VINEYARD HAVEN, Mass, Feb S— 
Ard, bark Thomas A Goddard, Dun­
can, from Georgetown, SC, for Boston; 
soh Clifford I White, from Calais for 
New York.

ANTWERP, Feb 2—Sld, str Manx­
man, for Portland.

|i
WE ARE ALWAYS POSTEDSUNI.ftMOM-iTUE./l 

THU.^ FRI. ][SAT
Where to get the best butter and eggs. 

I’armers bring their best produce to us, 
-ecause they know we can use it, and 
ire willing to pay a reasonably good 
irioe for it.
We are particular in buying, eo that 

we may make it easy to sell—and eaey 
for us to please our customers.

(wÈathe .house 
shots were fired in all, three in quick і 
succession, and then two more after a j 

Mrs. Saggent told the F-T
short pause, 
police that the revolver used was her 
own, and that after the shots had been 
fired she reloaded the weapon, a box 
of cartridges being found upon the

was excellent.
"Oh, it was French, wa.a it?" mildly 

Mr. Foster responded. "I did not re­
cognize it.”

Then Mr. Fisher got mad and start-1 
ed to say something very sarcastic 
about bowing to the superior knowl­
edge and perfect ear and prononcia­
tion of the honorable member for North 
Toronto. Here he sneered very effec­
tively and was going to say something 

old man Henderson of

I"V K.

SUSSEX MILK & CREAM CO.
158 POND STREET.

Telephone 622.

table In the room.
Just what preceded the shooting has 

: not been ascertained.
Mr. and Mrs. Sargent were married, 

according to the woman, 11 years ago, 
but separated three years later. Since 
that time Sargent has worked in val­
ions places, going to Gloucester about
T/T8 w„h»ZeLlo!.k WaS eniPl°y" I The baking of the week in a private 
1 Mrs Sargent who sa vs' she has been і family U always a trying labor, and the 

! .пВ^ІоГтоеїТГ time" ГсеТе results donotHways turn out to be

separation, took a room at the Apple- j e,^rel^a relieve you of both the labor 
ton street house two weeks ago. he trouj,ie.

Sargent called upon his wife last a lifetime work of steady application 
night, remaining but a short time, - ..ingle calling of bread-making
and this evening made a second call. given us experience and made us
The two had not been In Mrs. Bar- proflc,ent.

Bread of every variety and excellent 
quality can be supplied by

SMITH & SKELDON,
Union Bakery, 122 Charlotte street. 

City.

’PHONE 1,161.

Good BreadC* 
Pa’stry^ ^a evH ЯЙАКЕ8да^ЧяийChoice^ 

^Confectionery

more when 
Halton exploded:

“Aw! Humbug," he said, “get down 
to business.’’ And they got down.

Miscellaneous.
NEW HAVEN, Conn, Feb 3—Masters 

qf incoming vessels today reported 
that Long Island Sound Is practically 
covered with ice from shore to shore, 
and that the conditions are worse than 
at any previous time this winter. Sail­
ing vessels are Ice-hound In harbors 
all along the northern shore of the 
Sound, while steam craft have great 
difficulty in making their way through 
the ice pack.

1An Incident of the debate during the 
the firstevening was the cause of 

ruling from the chair on a point of or­
der title session.
which arose In connection with the ex­
pense of enforcing the act, Conserva­
tive Chief Whip Taylor frankly ex­
pressed his opinion that the opportun- rent’s room long when the shots were 
Ity the new law would give for the em- ; fired and when the other Inmates of 
ployment of grits who want jobs was the house rushed to the room to inves- 
the real reason why the government tlgate, Sargent’s lifeless body was ly- 
wanted It pa.sscd. “That's all It’s for," lng upon the floor in a pool of blood.

The police were called and placed 
the woman under arrest.

■

Discussing a point
Try our Home Made Candies.

J. H. BURLEY, 
MASON AND BUILDER, 

Jobbing Promptly Attended te. 
72 LEINSTER ST.

’Phone 1581,

That the "sure customer" •tor what­
ever you have to sell із a reader of the 
want ads. is one of the safest guesseï 
you can possibly make in an uncertain
world.

he declared, “just to provide work and
( salariée tor a lot of hungry officials” |

BLAIR’S RESIGNATION.
-

4 The Subject of a Lively Discussion in Parliament 
Yesterday—Oppusition Members Demand 

An Investigation.

government for appointing to such a 
position for obvious political reasons, 
a man whom they proved they had no 
confidence in when they began, nego­
tiated and brought to a culmination 
the transcontinental railway deal, 
without even letting him know about 
it. They showed they considered him 
unfit to conduct those negotiations, 
though they properly came under his 
department, yet they appointed him to 
so responsible a position as chairman 
of the railway commission. The office 
was to them, not a sacred trust, but a 
plaster to heal party wounds, to shut 
the mouth of a man whom they fear­
ed. They gave him high office though 
they despised him In their hearts. Mr. 
Foster referred to Blair's mysterious 
resignation and to the fact that his 
subsequent conduct had shown there 
were no urgent business reasons for It, 
no reasons why he could not have 
waited a few weeks, yet there must 
have been reasons, and what they 
were, as Blair was the government’s 
servant, it wss their duty to find out 
and make public.

Foster also strongly criticized other 
appointments to the commission as be­
ing for party exigency rather than the 
public interest.

DEFENDED BLAIR’S APPOINT­
MENT.

Mr. Logan defended the appointment 
• of Blair on grounds of his knowledge 
of railway matters and law. Regard­
ing the demands made by the opposi­
tion, he thought it was up to them ra­
ther than to the government to ex­
plain Blair’s action after he was ap­
pointed. Mr. Blair's resignation Is 
beyond explanation from this side of 
the house he said. But the honorable

Feb. 3,—Hon. A. G.OTTAWA,
Blair's resignation from the railway
commission together with its causes,
Was the topic of interest before the 
house today. Under the sensation of 
a heated discussion, during which op­
position members demanded an ex­
planation from the government, came 
the change by Hance J. Logan on be­
half of the government that the op­
position- was in league with “the man 
Who said he persuaded Blair to re­
sign" In a “diabolical plot” to over­
throw the government and make Blair 
minister at railways. He declared 
that in a few months the government 
expected to have a certain knowledge 
respecting the details of the whole af­
fair.

The matter came up when the gov­
ernment’s resolution was introduced 
providing that if a Judge of the su­
perior court accepts the chairmanship 
Of the railway commission he 
not be removed except by impeach­
ment and shall be given the same re­
tiring allowance and privileges as those 
held by a Judge. Besides the intro­
duction of a few private bills this was 
the only business before the house.

In moving the resolution Mr. Fitz­
patrick pointed out the Immense pow­
er of the railway commission with its 
absolute control of the location, con­
struction and management of every 
railway In Canada save those owned 
by the government. It was the most 
powerful body In Canada save parlia­
ment and had more authority than 
the British railway commission and 
the board of trade together. To the 
chairman especially was given great 
powers and It was Important to have 
a good man with legal and Judicial 
training, with wide knowledge of pub­
lic affairs and a man who has been in 
Bb. way associated with great railway 
oofpfcrations. The government, he 
■aid, believed they had found an ideal 
man in Judge Kiliam. The resolution 
Was not passed in his interest solely, 
tut to widen the field of choice for 
this Important position by making it 
so that Judge of superior courts could 
accept it without losing the privileges 
of retiring allowances, which they hold 
while on the bench. - ,

W. F. McLean contended that the 
main purpose of the bill was not to 
Increase the field of choice, but to 
circumscribe the powers of the com­
mission. He objected to the promotion 
of Judges or to their appointment to 
political positions, because this placed 
them under political influences which 
might not be in the people's interests.
He also strongly opposed the propo­
sition to place the chairman of the 
commission outydde the jurisdiction of 
parliament, by making him only 
movable from office by impeachment 
of both houses. This would make him
a Czar, and he believed that the rail- Defending the promotion of judges, 
way corporations were back of the , Logan referred to the promotion of 
proposition, because with the railway Judge Landry in 1893 from the county 
comnitesion free from parliamentary court t0 the supreme court of New 
control they thought they could get Brunswick, which was made by the 
In their Influence Wainwrlght and g0vernment of which Haggart and 
Drink water, the twin railway lobby- j*og{er were members, 
lets. Who had not been hanging around Haggart said if that was the case 

T recently for nothing. he knew nothing of it, he had no re-
McLean took occasion to bring again collectlon of the matter being ever 

before the government their duty to brought before the council of which 
explain the peculiar circumstances of be was a member. Anyway he said 
Blair's resignation, which he charac- tbete were some principles of good 
tertoed the most shameful thing in gyVernment which had always been 

ч Cahadlan political history. Blairs Qi)4erved jn every province of the do- 
audden abandonment of duties and mjn|on except New Brunswick, 
publie Interests in his care was deserv­
ing of punishment and ignominy. Yet 
the government not only took no ac­
tion, but persisted in keeping secret 
their knowledge of the shameful trans-

■ shall
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gentlemen opposite who formed a part­
nership with the man who said he per­
suaded Blair to resign, who became 
his accomplices in a political crime of 
which that resignation was a part, 
ought to make a confession to this 
house. We can only guess how far 
certain members of the opposition were 
Involved, but in a few months we ex­
pect to have certain knowledge. Mr. 
Logan repeated the charges made in 
certain
knew of Blair’s intention beforehand, 
that the Montreal Star authoritatively 
announced he would take the stump. 
How did they know these things, he 
asked.

papers that conservatives

Referring to the subsequent 
eulogy of Blair in the press and on 
the platform, Logan said: "It is a 
fact that will be proved in due time, 
that the opposition agreed that if the 
government should be defeated by the 
aid of the diabolical machinations of 
men who should have kissed the hand 
of Sir Wilfrid instead of endeavoring 
to pierce his side. Blair was to be made 
the conservative minister of railways.”re-

JUDGB LANDRY’S PROMOTION.

LIBERAL APPLAUSE.

Logan's speech was received with 
great government applause «in which 
Laurier Joined, when he sat down, It 
being six o’clock, the speaker left the

action.
W. A. Gnlllver of Kootenay support­

ed the resolution on the grounds of chair.
Judge Killam's eminent qualifications GEO. W. FOWLER,
and Integrity, and was followed by Dr.
Sproule. who echoed McLean’s demand The first speaker after recess was 
for explanation of the Blair affair, G. W. Fowler of Kings and Albert 
and argued against the weakening of counties, who gave an impassioned 
Independence of the bench by holding denial to every charge made by Mr. 
eut to judges the hope of reward if -Logan. Referring to his assertions 
they pleased the party in power. He concerning an alleged plot against the 
also pointed out that if Judge Kiliam go 'eminent, he denied categorically 
was appointed there would nqt be one and emphatically that any member o 
man with any expert knowledge on parliament, any ex-member, any man 
the railway commission. having the slightest authority to speak

Sir Wilfrid opposed the principle that »>r the conservative party were mixed 
a judge who proved himself lit for a up in any way with any kind of plot, 
.higher position should not be promot- Blair’s stated reason for ffis resigna- 
ed. He quote several precedents of 11nn was t îat e -n n £lr John Macdonald’s promotion of his opposition to the iniquitous U. T.

p. deal. If there were any other rea- 
they were undoubtedly known tojudges to higher courts and chief jus­

ticeships, and notably his summoning 
of Judge Thompson from the Nova 
Scotia bench to a seat in the cabinet. 
The premier hotly resented what he 
termed a slur on a most honorable 
man, in McLean’s insinuation that the 
railway lobby was pushing Killam’s 
appointment. He claimed that under 
the act which the government pro­
posed to pass, the chairman would be 
more independent than If he was sub­
ject to parliament.

Messrs. Haggart and Barker con­
tended against the resolution as calcu­
lated to lessen the independence of the 
bench and lessen public rspect for it.

sons
that distinguished member of the gov­
ernment who had a certain Interview 
with Blair on a certain Sunday and 
Induced him to go no further in that 
opposition. If the investigation

held the two parties to that in-
was

ever
terview would be compelled to give 
evidence, and they would do more to 
clear up the mystery than any others. 
Considering that the principals of the 
alleged plot were Montreal promoters 
and a Montreal lawyer, both liberals, 
he thought it strange that the oppo­
sition should be mentioned in the mat­
ter at all. This was not the first time 
that liberals had conspired against the 
liberals, nor would it be the last.FOSTER’S ELOQUENT SPEECH.

Hon. Geo. E. Foster made a strong j 
and eloquent speech, objecting chiefly j 
to the class of legislation involved In Mr. Boyce, the new member for bault 

Whatever privileges Ste Marie, spoke strongly against the

AGAINST THE RESOLUTION.

the resolution.
and emoluments parliament saw fit to principle of the resolution, 
attach to the chairmanship of the rail­
way commission should belong to the 
position, not to Its Individual occu­
pant. There was no possible reason
why any man who could fulfil the du- _ .. , ___
ties of office was not as much entitled He based hla demands for the lnves
to a retiring allowance, and to he tlgatlon, first on the fact that Logan 
kept from under the control of the declaration that Blair was promise: 
government, as a judge. He was also the conservative portfolio, reflect» 
opposed to the practice of promoting directly on the integrity or «. L. —- 
judges, especially to political positions, den. The government In decency eouk 
He reiterated the demand for an ex- not let such a charge go uninvestlgat 
planatlon of the sudden resignation, ed. Then he said the government 
which caused the loss to the country could not afford to be silent on charge! 
of a man whom the government had involving three of its members, 
appointed under peculiar clr.um- “Who are they?” the liberals yelled
stances, and for whose actions they "I'm coming to that.” said Mr. Ben
srere responsible, Ha denounced the pelt, and he proceeded to read free

MR. BENNETT'S SPEECH.

The next speech, that of Bennett oi 
East Slmcoe, brought on the storm.

POOR DOCUMENT

M C 2 0 3 4

I
t'(

r

L

X
1


