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ORNITHOLOGY.

A Paper Read by M. A. Oulton at the
Teachers’ Institute, Hartland, 1898
(Continued from last week.)

The classification of the bird will now de-
pewd largely on the description which the
pupil returns to the teacher with. Suppos-
ing the description to be given as follows:
Length 5 to 5} inches, about one inch short-
er than the English Sparrow; male ashy
grey under the eyeand the back of the neck
underneath and lower back. Gray stripes
over the eye, and blackizh brown one run-
ning through it dark red crest as a cap for
his crown : upper back brown, slightly red-
dish; wings and tall dusty brown; wing-
bans dull; bill black. Female lacking
chestnut crown : bill brown; the song a con-
tinuations of chirps, strongly resembling the
song of a junco but more nearly resembling
the notes of a locust. The teacher baving
called his class and received the above de
scription will ask a few questions as to
where the bird was seen and a few points as
to his habits, so that the full class may un-
derstand the bird’s distinguighing features,
The point which now arises is to what fam-
ily does the bird belong and what is its
name? But how are these questions to be
answered ?

Now a small quantity of botanical know-
ledge will serve to tell us that when a new
plant is found its classification and name de-
pend upon its correct analysis as a standard,
which by means ofa key will name our
plant, 8o in like mannar a bird when thor-
oughly described can be bpamed by means
of correct reasoning in a standard Ornithol-
ogy, which should be in the possession of
each such teacher, if this can be conveniently
arranged for. Now by using the description
of the bird as given above the teacher will
readily decide that the one mentioned be-
longs to the Finch family, or Fringillidae,
also that he is the smallest sparrow that we
in New Brunswick meet with and as his
notes intimate, he is our familiar friend
¢-Chippy.”’

The teacher may now allow.the different
members of the class to write a description
of this bird with notes on his habits and
song in their Natural Science notes for the
day being mindful always not to omit the
date, or name of the bird in these notes
which will be kept not only as science notes
but as knowledge useful for future ref rence
throughout life,

This plsn of class work should be contiuu-
ed from week to week until the oblique rays
of the noonday sun allow the insects, which
form much of tbe food of these birds, to be-
come dormant, when most of our songsters
return with the receding sun to the far south
thus leaving the bounds of our field of study

Now as the autumn winds take the place
of the gentle zephyrs of summer and appear
to be mourning the loss ef our feathered
friends among the falling leaves, the teacher
may ask each pupil to make a synopsis of
his bird lessons throughout the spring, sum-
mer and autumn ; and in a general review
emphasize the importance of each pupil be-
ing able to detect the common songsters of
the province by (a) note, (b) sight, or (¢)
even by mode of flight in some cases.

The teacher who thus pursues a course of
«bird-study” will not ouly be teaching his
pupile many useful lessons, but he will also
be adding to his own store of knowledge, as
well a8 awaking that interest in his pupils
which will drive away many dreary feeling
and dark clouds common to school life; and
instead place them in a fit condition for to
receive many useful lessons direct from the
hand of Nature. Yea, I believe that even
the birds will learn to appreciate the close
inspection of the pupils and teacher, without
sitting in dread of the shower of mud, stones
and sticks which greeted their advent and
bade them fiarewell, on their departure in
former years.

Returning once more to our bird class
there are many points which when connected
with our study will afford pleasure to both
teacher and pupils, such as searching for
and finding the nest of each bird described

in our list. This will not only be a pleasure

but also a source of many moral lessong
shown in the parental affection of the mo-
ther and father birds in caring for their ten-
der fledglings and in building a nest where
dangers are lcast liable. Also the fact that
each bird, such as a Savanna Sparrow, will
build a nest just the same as any other Sav-
anna Sparrow, also that notwo classes of
birds will build just the same style of a nest,
MIGRATION OF BIBDS.

Again another excellent lesson may be
gained by watching the birds as they re-
turn to and leave us, and when this time is
appointed for each. Also some birds spend
the winter with us and the summer in the
groves and ffe’ds of Labrador, amoug which
may be mentioned the Tree Sparrow, the
Snow Bunting, etc., while others such as the
far famed Old Tom Peabody. Vesper Spar-
row; and still a third class such as the Can-
ada Jay, the Blue Jay and the black capped
Chickadee, remain with us throughout the
vear, these being called permanent residents
Thus Nature has provided us with birds for
the entire year although they extend from
the Iceland lake to the orange groves of
Florida,

GROUPING OF BIRDS.

An excellent method for remembering
the birds in their families or according to
color—still the tormer is the preferable me-
thod—is to compare the different species of
each family or sub-family.

FOOD OF BIRDS,

Another sut:ject with which the teacher
must treat is the food of birds, as it isonly
when our pupils learn that many birds
which are found among our fruit trees are
not looking for fruit as food, but insects
which do much harm by gnawing the frait,
that they will allow the birds to restin
peace

Lastly the 1esult of bird-study must be
the fitting of our pupils to read intelligently
those poems, sonnets and various prosaic
articles with which they are brought in cou-
tact which are literally filled with ref -rences
to our various “feathered neighbors” and to
their good qualities as well as habits, In
tact without our birds where would the p et
get his substitute for such a poem as +The
Sky-Lark,” “The Cuckoo” or ¢The Sparrow,”
etc.? &

But this study can not do other than ele-
vate the moral standard of our pupils and
create a taste for deeper study into the laws
of Nature, The rough barbaric notion of
appearing at school with a partridge feather
or a sparrow’s wing attached to the side of
the hat will fade from the minds of our
female pupils, while our boys will learn to
shun the room with a dressed Blue Heron,
Loon or Goose standing as an ornament of

the same, just a8 much a3 if it were an ¢m-

balmed brother, cousin or sister posted up
as an ornament of the rocm,

THE CONCLUSION.

Therefore, fellow teachers, seeing the vast
importance of bird-study in our schools, let
us not prepare to greet our summer birds ax
thieves, and our winter birds as omens of
evil, but let us rather lay aside the shot gun
and with pencil and brain welcome our
friends from Greenland, Florada, Europe,
Africa, South Am rica, etc,, as messengers
of love and happiness. Let us join hands-in
greeting our soul inspiring, yet melodious
songsters, even though they be draped in
teathers.

Piles Cured withont the Knife by
Dr. Chase’s Ointment,

Mr. Geu. Brown, painter, of Woodville,
Ount., Victoria Co., snys: —«For thirteen years
I was a sufferer from bleeding piles and the
intense agony which I passed through dur-
ing those years amnd rolief I obtained by
Chase’s Ointment prompts me to give this
testimonial. My pbysician wished me to
have an operation, but I f.-’t I could be cured
without the knife, Three boxes of Dr,
Chase's Ointment stopped the bleeding and
effected a permanent cure.”

ANTED —SEVERAL TRUSTWORTHY
: persons in this state to manage our business
in their own and near by counties. It is mainly
office work conducted at home. Salary straight
$900 a year and expenses—definite, bonafide, no
more, no less salary. Monthly $75. References.
Enclose self-addressed stamped envelope, Herbert
E. Hess, Prest., Dept. M. Chicago,.
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GELEBRATED SYRACUSE PLOW,

pronounced by those who have used it to be the

BEST PLOW IN USE TO-DAY.

Made in two sizes, No. 31, for large team; No. 32, for medium size team. Made with extra
quality Hard Steel Mouldboard with Soft Centre.

ROOT CUTTERS,

Fitted with Roller Bearings, and with six Reversible Knives.
Pulp or Stice. Rapid work and raus easy. Price $10.00,

Will

Farmers’ Boilers and Furnace

and Close Fitting Cover. Sizes 25, 40, 50 and 60 Gallons,

COOK STOVES, CYLINDER STOVES, PARLOUR STOVES, BOX STOVES, HOT
HOT-AIR FURNACES.

“ Tornado Threshing Machines,”” Wood Cutters, Drag and Circular.
Buy our Goods and you will get the Best.

FOR SALE BY JOIIN T. G. CARR,

Connell Bros. M'f'rs. Woodstock.

KEITH& PLUMMER

respectfully beg to inform their customers and
others that they have jnst received a large and

elegant assortment of

which they are offering for sale at the lowest

possible prices for cash. 'The stock consists of

Overcoats, Capes, Sacques, Muffs,
Collars, Cuffs, Gloves, Boas,
Etc., Etc., Etec., Etc,

We have also made large additions to our already extensive "
stock of Dry Goods and Millinery Goods, and would

carnestly solicit a carcful examination of our goods.

KEITH & PLUMMER.
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