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HOK. . M, EBERTS
IN THE SWEAT BOX

COMMITTEE CROWDING
RELUCTANT MINISTER

He Takes Shelter Behind His Oath of
Oftice — Lengthy Cross Ex-
aminatioa.

—

select committee of the iegislature
ng into the subsidy fo the Colum-
& Western Railway Company met
on Friday. The committee was
ve met at 10.30, but in consequence
caucus of the government members

i« bheld an adjournment was asked

by some of the members in order

.t they might attend that meeting.
‘he sitting was therefore postpened ua-

11.30. The chairman reported fhat
Hon, Mr. Wells asked that his examina-
tion should not take place until Moenday.
The chairman said that Mr. Gore had
stated to him that he had found tl'mt

was a slight error in connection
he Crown grants in quesfion.
Green said: “Mr. Gore does not
1, does he, that this was the rea-
yr the cancelling of the ‘gmms."_
airman Clifford said: ‘“Ne, I de sot
hink so0.”

It was decided to recall Mr. Gore,

chairman sfated that a message

wen sent in reply to Sir Thomas

‘inessy’'s message. Sir Thomas

retted his inability to be preseat

evidence. He considered ke had

in nt evidence to give and offered

to give transportation to the committee

to Montreal to take it there, or go be-

fore a notary public and give his evi-

in Montreal. The reply thanked

for his kind offers, without accept-
em,

W. 8. Gore said that he had, he be-
lieved, stated that the Crown grauts
were not cancelled through any mistake
or misnomer in them, and thaf mno sach
misnomer existed in them. He found
yesterday after leaving that the plan
and descriptions of the two blocks were
transposed.

Mr. Green asked if that was the rea-
son for the cancelling of them. “Most
- not,” replied Mr, Gore,

wer to Mr. McPhillips, Mr.
Gore said@ that a survey of the blocks
4593 and 4,594 had been made in con-
rection with other grants. They were

g lly surveyed—sufficiently well done
to grant of Crown grants being made.

In answer to Mr. McPhillips, he said
that the Red Mountain Railroad Com-
pany had been obliged to use expedition
to get their lands surveyed in compliance
with the Subsidy Act,

Mr, McPhillips wanted to know if
blecks 4,588 and 4,589 were surveyed by
the company in keeping with the pro-
visions of the statute previous to the
irsne of the Crown grants. He wanted
te know if the department had any field
notes or plans of such a survey.

Referring to the plan, Mr. Gore said
blocks 4.580 and 4,589 were surveyed by
the B. €, Southern Railroad Company.
In connection with block 4,594, part of
the boundaries were common to this sur-
vey. There was no survey of the north
or west ‘boundaries of it. There was no
survey of 4,504, as such independent.
There was no computation of the area
by a survey on the ground. There was
nc survey on the grevund with respect fo
47593, >

The reason of why a survey had mnot
been made in’ this particular ‘case was
rot for ‘him to say. . That Was a
matter for the members of the govern-
ment to answer. ' He made no comment
wpon their ecourse. e took his instruc
tions from the Chief Commissiener. It
was not lis place to take objection” tor
anything done by the executive councl.
Two or thmee years previously he had
been pressing for a settlement of the
martez.

He could not remember whether he
had raised any objection to no- ground
survey having been made when he. re-
ceived  instructions to prepare plans.
This was an wausual method in his de-
partment. - It was the first - occasion:
The railroad company had made a tra-
verse of the railway and was able to
make a very aecurate .compufation,
which the goverminemt considered acecur-
ate enough. The stakes placed on that
traverse had sinee proved very accurate.
The B, C. Southern railway ran through
4334, When le got the descriptions
they Svere not signed by any surveyor.
He presumed they came from the rail-
road company.

In answer to Mr, Smith, he said he
did not recollect of any Crown grants
Iiing issued in this way before.

Mr. Green asked if it was not an ir-
rezular course. Mr. Gore said that he
would not describe it as “irregular.” It
was not the usual course.

Mr. Oliver called aftention to the fact
that the Attorney-General had on two
occasions been absent from meetings.
The committee were making but little
frogress. Attention was called to the
fact that Hon. Mr, Eberts had been
fady for one meeting, which was not

owing to another meeting being in
Mr. Smith thought no blame
lhed to the ‘Attorney-General there-

e
0UTeSS

as decided to give Hon. Mr. Eberts

+ that the committee would meet at |

rp on Monday, and asked him
present to complete his evidence.
* meeting then adjourned,

committee inquiring mto the Co-
& Western subsidy matter met
nday, when the examination of
v-(ieneral Eberts was continued.
Oliver culled attention to a pro-
i agreement produced by which
d the company did not forfeit
ts to build from Midway to Pen-
The agreement was signed by
nas Shaugnessy and Mr. Oswald

{ of the Columbia & Western.
Eberts said this did not arise
zovernment, The agreement
arried out. It was dated 8th
and he did not see it until

to power in 1900.

asked if this proviso was
with- the present claim that

the Columbia & Western had surrender-
ed their right to build from Midway to
Penticton?

inconsistent.
supposed, while it had agreed not to
duplicate the line proposed to be built by
Mackenzie & Mann, was not, he sup-
posed, prepared to forfeit any rights it
had.

The agreement of the company to sur-
render its rights to build the railway
was never reduced to writing. It was
not an agreement which could be en-
forced by law. It was a solemn agree-
ment, however, in the interests of the
people of British Columbia.

Asked as to the time of Hon. Mr.
Wells’s visit to Montreal with the crown
graats, Hen, Mr, Eberts replied, “I
really can’t say.” He was in Montreal
about the latter part of October or be-
ginning of November, he thought. He
4l not see the crown grants in M.
Wellg’s possession. He did not remem-
ber that the matter came up at the ex-
ecutive as to concescions to be made by
the C. P. R. for these crown grants. He
was at every meeting of the executive.
He did not know what concessions Mr.
Wells was to ask for.

‘“Was there any statutory sauthority
for the cancelling of these crown grants
except for mistakes?”’ asked Mr. Oliver.

Not under the Land Act, Mr. Eberts
thought. He imagined that the crown
cculd, by an appeal to the courts, be pro-
lected in its interests if the government
instructed such proeeedings.

Reverting to the subject of conces-
&lons to be asked for, Hen. Mr. Eberts
said he had knowledge of an informal
talk as to the C. P. R. opening up the
country as far as Spence's Bridge. He
rnderstood thai Hon. Mr. Wells weuld
ask for this at Montreal.

Asked by Mr. McPhiliips as to when
he first had knowledge of the blocks,
4593 and 4,594, beimg intended for the
Columbia & Western railway, Hon, Mr.
Eberts said he could not remember. He
could not say on whose initiative, wheth-
er the government or the railroad com-
pauny, this was taken. He was asked by
the governmeat whether it had power
under the act to grant these lands- to
the railroad. He gowe his opinion in
favor of the contention that it was in the
power of the govermment. The present
Chief Just:ce had held the same opinion.
He thought Mr. Hunter’s opinion was
given after his. He did not ask the
Chief Justice’s opinion. That came
through Hon., Mr., Wells. He therefore
aid not know what facts were laid before
Mr. Haater in getting that opinion,

Asked as to the lands being those “as
near as possible coatiguous to the line of
railway,” Hon. Mr, Eberts said that the
act did not read quite in that way. He
said that he interpreted the act as per-
taining to the districts of Kootenay and
Yale. He still' thought that the Gov-
ernor-in-Couneil could ex2reise its power
in that way. There was also a large
saving to the country in these blocks be-
ing selected.

Hon. Mr. Eberts said that copies of
the order in council granting the lands
were prepared 1o be delivered to the
officers of the company. He understood
they were granted.

If confined to the language “as near
as practicable to the lands econtiguous
to the line,” he did not know that these

'lands could be so construed. He, how-

ever, held and still holds that discretion-
éry power was given the government.

He was aware that an opinion from
C. C. McCaul, of Vancouver, had been
obtained by, Mr. Wells, which was
dated 8th April, 1903, and which was
opposite to that of Mr, Hunter. He did
rot know that the executive decided to
get Mr. Hunter's opinion. Hon. Mr.
Wells spoke to him. about getting Mr.
: MeCaul's opiuion. In neither case did
he think that it came up in the execu-
tive, - It might have been regarded as
an executive act. He could not say what
it wae.

The criwn grants having been dated
3rd Qctober, 1901, Mr. McPhillips called
attention to the fact that Mr. Hunter’s
opinion was obtained 21 days after this.

Hon. Mr: Eberts said that the forms
cf .the _erown grants came before the.ex-
ecutive. He never saw- the: crown
'grants. He did not know that they car-
ried title to coal. The first reservation
ol coa] in crown grants.was in 1899.
Any lands granted in compliance with
.the Columbia & Western, which act was
passed in 1896, would. he tkought, there-
fore carry the coal rights, He did- not
know anything about a survey having
been made of ,these lands before the
grants were issued. He did not remem-
ber that the government insisted in- the
instances_qf .the Nelson & Fort Shep-
Lerd rzilroad line grant for surveys:be-
irg made. It would be impossible to get
the exact boundary of these blocks, The

it on one sii2, the international boundary
line on another, and the boundary line
of another grant on another side.

Mr. McPhillips asked if he knew
‘where the memorandum designating the
land cams from? Hon. Mr. Eberts said
he did not. He never saw it before. He
had no knowledge of it.

Mr. McFhillips asked why the order
in council of 18th March was passed af-
ter an opinion I'ke that of Mr. Hunter
having been obtained?

“The order in council will show for
itself,” replied Hon. Mr. Eberts. He
could not say what took place at a meet-
ing of the executive council,

Mr, McPhillips pressed still farther.
He thought that reasens outside of those
of public policy, such ss fraud or im-
providence in the issuing of these on the
part of the company, might constitute
‘1easons which he asked whether the At-
torney-General would answer.

Hon. Mr. Eberts said: “I can most
.assuredly say that the government was
not influenced by any fraud or improvi-
dence on the part of the company that
I krew of.”

“Are you mnot at liberty to say why
these were cancelled?’ asked Mr. Me-
Phillips.

“The order in council states that,” re-
1lied Hon, Mr. Eberts.

“With all deference to you, Mr. Eb-
crts, I submit it says nothing,” said Mr.
McPhillips.

Reading the minate, Mr. McPhilljps
conterded that nothing was given in the
way of a reason.

“Am I to presume,” added Mr. Mec-
Fhillips, “that yoa know the reason and
Jou propose to not reveal it?”

“The order in council speaks for it-
self,” returael Hon. Mr. Bberts.

“If there was any reason for the can-
celling of this you are not at iiberty to

give it?’ asked Mr. McPhillips.

Hon. Mr. Eberts did not think it was '
The railway company, he °

summit of the Rocky mountains bounded”

“I will state all I can. I do not pro-
uose to yiolate my oath,” replied the
: Attorney-Gene-al,

“I do not want you to do that,” said
Mr, McPhillips. “The commiitee wants
to know the reason for this cancelling
order.
con is ir. Mr. Eherts’s knowledge, and if
" he, as a m2mber of the council, was not
| «t liberty to say waat it was.”

i “I have said so,” replied Mr. Eberts.
|

I wouald lik: to know if the rea- |

Hon. Mr. Eberts before adjournment
said that he had not shown any disrespect
to the committee on Thursday. He hz_id
been ready to appear before the commit-

tee at the time specified, and had waited

for three-quartens of an hour, expecting
to be called.

' CONFERENCE TO MEE
IN VICTORIA SHORILY

The Attorney-General's attention was |

'

| membens of the council present were not
| inserted in the form in the space left for
| them,

In reply he said that the forms used |

lv,m'e old ones which had heen left over
| from a previous administration.

| not usual to insert the names of those
| present,

He came in at the close of the execu- |

tive meeting. He did not considor it a

| fair question to ask him whether he vot- |
ed for the order or not. When an order- !
in-council was passed a majority must |

have becm favorable to it.

Anterior to the order-in-council of 4th
September, 1901, this question of giving
ands to the Ce'umbia & Western was
considered. Tt was taken up sometime
in ‘August, 1901. The company [Rad
been pressing for a settlement for some
| time. He could not say whether the pro-
. posal of giving this land came eriginal-
ly from the government or the railroad
company.

He pever knew of block 4,593 being
largely made of aoal and petrolemm lands.
He had lately been told that 4,594 was
all coal lands. He was now informed
that there was not a vestige of coal en
ii. He thought that Hon. Mr. Wells
teld him so. He understood that Hen.
Mr. Wells was told that there was no
ceal in it.

The geological reports made by Mr.
Selwyn, which referred to rich coal de-
posits, he knew referred to the lands of
the Crow’s Nest Coal Company. He
could not say as to the value of the land
or as to whether they were richer than
other lands or not,

Askad as to whether in the session of
1902, the year of the cancelling order,
there was not considerable debate upon
the value of ‘these lands, Hon, Mr. Eberts
«said he did not remember of dit. He
never saw the Crown grants. He under-
stood they were prepared and that Hon.
Mr, Wells took tfhem to Monireal, Hon.
Mr, Wells, he thought, came back in De-
cember, 1901, No demand ‘through him
had been made for these Crown grants
after the time intervening between that
visit to Monfreal and the time he kuew
of Hon. Mr, Wells bringing them back.
No officer of the compsny came to him
with & complaint. Mr, Browm after
wards . complained comstantly - that the
grants were not delivered, He did nof
know that the matter came up in the
executive as to rectifying this,

Mr. McPhillips, pressing for explana-
tion, called attention to: the delay which
took place. The company were aware of
these Crown grants - being prepaced.
There was a great deal of delay in this
n.atter., Did it. not seem peculiar that
the company should nof have insisted
upon thdir delivery.

‘““The company’s agent can gpeak for
that,”” replied Hon., Mr. Eberts,

Referring to the bill withdrawn last
gession, Mr. MePhillips. asked if it was
agreeable to -the. Gelumbia & Western
railway, - - :

Hon: Mr, Eberts said he was not gware
that they-were satisfied.

-Mr, McPhillips contended that these
lands could then have passed to the Co-
lumbia & Western under that bill.

Hon. Mr, Eberfs said the government
weounld still control the giving of these
grants, .

Asked as to a petition of rights, the
Attorney-General said it would not come
through him. If never came ‘to his no-
tice. He knew that several actions were
pending in connection with this land.
The ‘government was not a party to the
actions. : *The Previncial Secretary had
received communicatlions asking the gov-
ernment fo be a party. The government
had not become a party, and he did not
know of the Ciown supporting any of
the litigants, R

Mr. Oliver, reverting to the bl of last
year, called attention to the fact:that the
lands were to be selected by the com-
pany anywheie in Yale and Kootenay.
“Would not this,” asked Mr. Oliver,
“give the company- the right to select the
hiocks in question?” o

“How would they  get - their Crown
grants?’ asked Hon. Mr. Eberts. The
Atfornéy-General ’eoutended - that the
railway company was in no different

matter.
Crown ' grants should be: issued  for any:
lands selected.  The: goverhment had-a
discretionary power.

} - Mr, Helmcken referred to the question
of a petition of right. The Attorney-
General asked ‘“a petition of right for
what? I.ask Mr. McPhillips that ques-
tion.”

Mr. McPhillips . thoight - the company
might ask remuneration -in lieu of the
land not being granted.

“A petition of right eould not be taken
against the Crown,” pendisted the At-
torney-General. If the company thought
they had a right to land they would
press for that, and not for compensation.

Mr. Phillips said that the question of
a petition of right had not emanated from
the committee. Hon., Mr, Wells had
stated in the House that a petition of
right had been asked for,

Hon. Mr. Ebertls said that if Hon, Mr.
Wells stated that he was in error, as it
would have come to the attention of him-
self,

In answer to Mr. Helmcken, Hon, Mr.
Eberts said that he recolled Mr. Brown
meeting members of the government af-
ter the order-in-council had been made.
Mr. Brown protested against the grants
not being given.

Mr. Helmcken called attention to the
fact that Mr, Brown had stated the bill
introduced last session was fintroduced
in consequence of a direct promise from
the Premier.

Hon. Mr, Eberts presumed this was
perhaps correct,

Mr, Green asked why Hon. Mr. Eb-
erts had said@ a “majority,” referring to
the executive act,

Hon. Mr, Eberts said that majorities
always ruled, and the act then became
an executive one,

‘Do we understand you to say there
was a division?’ continued Mr. Green.

“I did not say so,” said the-.Aftorney-
General. §

Mr. Gore was called upon to produce
the Crown grants for blocks 4,593 and
4,594, Hon. Mr, Eb..rts stating he had
. not seen them, and wished to see them.

It was |

sition to other raiklway eompanies in-this |
It ‘was not obligatory that the-

{called to the fact that the names of the |

Wil Assemble in Metropolitan Methodist
Charch—Programme of Services
Sunday and Week Nights.

The British <olumbia Methodist con-
ference wiir hold its seventeenth session
in the Metropolitan church next month.
The stationing commiitee and statisti-
cal secretaries will meet on Tuesday
evening, May 12th, ‘the ministerial ses-
sion on Wednesday evering following,
while the annual conference will assem-
ble at 2 p.m. on Thursday, May 14th.

The programme is as follows:

Sabbath Services, May 17th.

Metropolitan Chur~ir-9.30 2. m. to 10.45
—Conterence Love Feast, wed by Rev, H
Robson, D. D. 1100 a. m.—Odficial germon,
by Rev. E. BE. Scott, retiriag president.
2.30 p. m.—Sunday school; addresses by
Revs. A. E. Robers and Chas. H M.
Sutherland. 4.00 p. m.—Temperance mass
meeting; speakers R(va. G. H. Morden and
J. W. Bowering, B. A. 7.00.p. m.,—Sermon
by Rev. Dr. Sutherland, gemeral secretary
of missions; followed by Sacdrament of the
Lord's supper, Dy the presidéat of the con-
ference. i

Centennia} Church.—11.00 a. m.—Rev. R.
Forbes Stillman. . 2.30 p. m.—Sunday schoel
addresses. Rev. 8. J. Thompson and a lay-
man. 7.00 p. m.—Rev. A. M. Sanford, B.A.

James Bay Chaurch.—11.00 a. m.—Rev.
John Robson, B. A. 230 p. 'm.—Sunday
school addresses; Reva. C. Ladner and E.
Manuel. 7.00 p. m.—Rev. A. E. Hethering-
ton, B. A, §. D.

Victoria West Church.—11.00 8. m.—Rev.
R. Whittington, M. A., D. D, 230 p. m.—
Sunday school addresses; Revs. J. D. P.
Knox and Geo. E. Smith, 8. T. L. 7.00 p.
m.—Rev. 8. 8 Osterhout, Ph. D.

Bsquimalt (Soldfers’ and Saflofs” Home).—
10.00 a. m.—Parade service; Rev. A. Suth-
erfand, L. D., general seerétary of mis-
slons. 7.00 p. m.—Rev. R. Newton Powell.

Saanich.—11.00 a. w.—(Strawberry Va'e),
Rev. J. P. Bowell 2.30 p. r.—(South
Saamich), Rev. R. J. Irwin. 7.80 p. m.—
{North Saanich), Rev. J. W. Winslow.

Indian Mission.—Rev. W. Hgy(Plerce.

Chinese Mission.—Rev. A. E. Green.

Japanese Mission.—3.00 p. m.,+Rev. Goro
Kaburagi, M. A. )

Week Night Services.

Thursday, May 14th—Missioxify Anniver-
sary.—Speakers, Rev. J. H. 'White, local
superintendent of missions; E.“W. Harris,
Rev. A. Sutherland, D. D., gg&eﬁl secre-
tary of inissions. 2 »

Friday, May 15th—Wesley Bi-Centenary
Meeting.—Speakers, Rev. E' E Secott,
“Wesley and Barly Methodsi®; Rev. Dr.
Sathetland, “Methodism, I‘_x)'eseht and
Future.”

Saturday, May 16th—Theologica} Union
Meeting.—Lecture, Rev. Dr. Whittington.

Monday, May 18th—Conference Session.—
Discussion of (1) Sunday schock report; (2)
Epworth League report. 2

Tuesday, May 19th—Conference Session.—
Discussion of (1) State of the Work report;
(2)- Sabbath observance report, !

The Devotional Featufe.

The ‘committee unanimously 'idecﬁd:ed to
plan that edch séssion of conterence should
begin with a balf-an-hour's deyotion, dur-
fiig” which 2 ten-minutes’ address to the
conference shall be given on some spiritual
theme by brethren appointed: ', =

Ministerial Session (Thursday Morning).—
Pevotional address (10 minutes), Rey. Jos.
Hall, ““The “Minister’s Spiritual Need.”

Conference " Opening Session (Thursday

Conference Session (Friday Morning).—
Devotional address, “The Need of Prayer,”
Rev. J. A. Wood. =

Afternoon Session (Friday).—Devotiomal
address, “The More Abundant Life,”” Rev.
James Hicks. )

Morning Session (Saturday).—Devotional
address, “Enowledge of the Wird,” Rev.
J. F. Betts. =
vMorning~ Session (Monday). ¥Devotional
address, “The Winning of Souls!” Rev. W.
©. Schiicter, B A. a8 - Z

Afternoon, Session (Monday).—Bevotiona)
address, ‘“The:Promises to Workérs,” Rev.
"G. H. Raley. kS

Morning Session (Tuesday).—Dévotional
address, “The :Bond of Love,” Rev. C.
Bryant.

J. FLETCHER'S
GLAD NEWS

DODD’'S KIDNEY PILLS “"CURED

HIS LUMBAGO AND HE'IS A
SQUND MAN. =

Granton Man Shouts the Godd News
That There Is a Cure fof Kidney
Disease apd That Cure Is Dodd’s
Kidney Pills. i

g

Granton, Ont., April 24.—(Special.)—
There is mo umncertain sound ghout the
statement of «¥ohn Fletcher, ‘or this
place. “I am glad to let the public know
that Dodd’s Kidney Pills have cured me
of Lumbago ‘and now I am perfectly
sound,” that is‘the way he puts it, Ques-
tioned as to the particulars of his cure
Mr. Flefcher said:

“I had been troubled for a yéar with
Lqrmbngo and Kidney Troubles. My
urite was of . a very bad color and I
could get nothing to help me,

“I consulted doetors but they could not
help me, and I was not in a very cheer-
ful frame of mind when I decided to try
Dodd’s Kidney Pills,

“But it was a lucky day for me when
I did. Almost from the first they gave
me relief and I was soon entirely cured.

“Yes, my Lumbago is gone; my Kidney
Complaint is gone and Dodd’s Kidney
Pills did it all.” . ’

Dodd’s Kidney' Pills never fail to cure
Kidney Complaint, whether that com-
plaint takes the form of Bright’s Disease,
Diabetes, Dropsy, Rheumatism, Sciatica,
Lame Back, efec.

Afternoon).—Prayer meeting, the president. |.

EFFECT ON CABINET
OF DISALLOWANCE

S

WOULD IT INVOLVE
FALL OF MINISTRY?

Speculation in Corridors Regardisg Out-
come Shogld the Governor Refuse
Assent to Bill Sixteen.

The delay of the Governor in affixing
his signature to bill No. 16 (the famous
measure involving the eancellation of the
C.P.R. land grants), has oversfl}_;xgoyval
every other legislative topic of the week.
The Premier much relieved the tension
of Friday by indicating that His Honor
had not refused assent, but had merely
asked for sufficient time to properly eon-
sider a question so far reaching and im-
portant. Sir Henry Joly is too old a
parliamentarian and too conservative an
administrator or his - office to invite
trouble by any arbitrary action, but, on
the otker hand, he is well known to at-
tach more responsibility to his duties
than some other occupants of that .office
have done. His delay in consummating
the action of the legislature has opened
up a wide field for speculation, and .in
the corridors and lobbies his probable
course, and the results following that
course; are monopolizing attention tg .the
exclusion of almost every other topie.

Rightly or wroungly, the impression is
gaining ground that His Honor is await-
ing developments in the special commit-
tee before taking further action, - This
committee was appointed before the bill
passed the legislatare, and, as a natural
order of things, the members themselves
would await this report before taking
final action on the bill itself. But the
revelations made in the debate .created
sucia a feeling of unrest among the mem-
bers that none of them ‘seemed to feel
digposed to run the risks which delay
would involve, and the result was the’
1 rapid forwarding of the measure through
all those stages in its progress with
which the legislature has to deal, . A
specific promise seems to have been
given: by the Premier to the opposition
chiefs that he would carry it through all
its stages, and have it assented to before
asking them to aceord his supply. The
Premier has kept faith in this respect
to the limit of his ability, but of course
no one doubts the right of the Governor
to delay. assent, to forward to Ottawa or
to refuse assent, if he feels so dispeged.

There does seem to be some question,
however, in regard to what a refusal
to sign the.bill would involve. When tne
rumor first ‘gained ‘circulation ‘there was
little difference of opinion on the paint.
Members: argned that if the Goyernor
had not sufficient confidence in . his, #3-
visers to endorse their measures, it must
necessarily .involve the dismissal: or:the
resignation . of the executive. Were.this
correct it would invblve ~complicat oms
sufficiently grave to prevent His .Honor
taking such a step unless absolutely com-
pelled to do so. He would be obliged
to eall on some other member to form
a government to become respousible for
his. act, but the -entire legislature .cen-
curred in the pagsage .of the measure,
| with ‘the exception of the Attorney-Gen-
‘eral, who remained in, the corridor:dur-
ing .the vote, and hence none of ' them
. could, legically, accept office under the
conditions, with the possible exception
of the Attorney-General, and he cer-
tainly could mot be -called' on,beécause,
while he failed to vote on the bill, his
reémaining 'in the government, after’ its
passage, made“him, tacitly, a party to
it. . ’ e

But another and rather ndvel ‘view 1s
advanced by some of the best authorities
of the House; it is to the effect that-the
Crown may refuse assent to a' bill" with-
out involving the fall of the ministry, It
is argued that Royal refusal, through
order-in-council, always entails lack-of
confidence in the administration, because
afn order-in-council is-a purely adminis-
trative- act of the advisers of His' Ma-
jesty. ‘In regard to a bill, it is-contend-
ed ‘that the practice is quite differents
Jtvma¥ ‘he vetoed by the Crown'id~the:
undoubted exercise of its prerogative,
Fwitho@t  involving the fall of the mimis-
try. ' Instanees are quoted, ‘during«ithe
reign of Queen Victoria, in:which-this
was done. :

1f ‘this be a corréet interpretation ‘of
the constitution, and’ the ~Goverhor
should refuse his assent, Col. Prior
would be put in possession of a much-
needed slogan with which to appeal to
the country, of which it is not likely he
will be.slow to avail himself. He would
first have to secure supply, because an
appeal to the country, involving a dis-
solution, would bring into effect the new
redistribution bill, and.. at. . least  two
months .will be required to get the lists
in shape. In the meantime, supplies
would be exhausted, as the.fiscal year
ends on the 30tH of June. The, apfoy
sition wouid not be likely to strew, the
path of the Colonel with roses in ear-
rying ont any such plan, however. ,

Ic, the meantime, the first minister is
the head of a very unhappy family. It
has been the lot of premiers, during the
last few years in British Columbia, to
be almost constantly confrontéd by
“caves” and cabals, but these dissensions
are not usually extended to the council
chamber itself. If Col. Prior could now
unburden his mind. as he may find it
necessary to do before the session closes,
he could possibly give a harfowing ‘tale
of disloyalty on the part of some of his
colleagues, which would make a clicice
morsel for opposition consumption. It
would surprise no one acquainted with
the present conditions if the prime min-
ister dismissed somé of his associates
before the present muddle is straight:
ened out.

There is one feature in connection
with the revocation of the order-in-coun-
cil of August 10th, 1901, in regard teo
which the Premier and Governor stand
on almost common ground. The Prem-
ier, as a new-comer in the cabinet, and
the Governor, by virtue of his office, a
non-participant in departmental affairs,

were each, to a large extent, dependent
for a correct version of the facts, on the
other ministers, and particularly on the
Attorney-General and the Chief Com-
missioner of Lands and Works. The evi-
dence given already before the special
committee by C.P.R. oflicials and others,
| varies so widely from the statements of
some of these members as to be prac-
{ tically con‘radictory. 1f the ministers
{ in question misled both His Honor and
the then Minister or Mines, now Prem-
ier, each of them have a justification
for their part in concurring in and as-
senting to, the revocation order. And
if the facts now adduced by the commit-
tee demonstrate that they were misin-
formed, Sir Henri has a just cause for
demurring, and Col. Prior an excuse for
dismissing the offending ministers. Sir
Henri possibly is also taking into con-
sideration that it was on the representa-
tions of one of these ministers, to some
extent, that the House unanimously
passed bill 16, and he may be making
some allowance for that faet.

Of course, while all these specula-
tions are indulged in, there is little real
doubt in the minds of the members ift
regard to Sir Henri's course. While
there is no disposition to eriticize his
proper caution in thoroughly considering
the matter before approving the bill,
there seems to be just as little doubt
that he will ultimately assent to the
measure.

CASE CONTINUED.

Rev. Oanon Beanlands on the Witness
Stan@—His Evidence.

The preliminary hearing in the case of
the seven young lads charged with as-
saulting the Chinese boy Hey on Tuesday
evening, January 13th, is nearing comple-
tion. There have been six witnesses be-
sides the ‘injured lad examined.

On Friday morning court opened shortly
after 9 o’clock, by special request. Canon
Beanlsinds was the only witness heard.
He stated that he held an lnquiry in the
vestry of the church for the purjose cf
ascertaining what had happened ou tlLe
evening of the 13th of January. There wer2
present at the inquiry the boys. Rowme,
Drake, Johns, Royds, Hankam and King.
The boys were questioned by him separ-
ately.

Mr. Pooley, for the prosecution, asked
Canon Beanlands what the boys had said
to him. There was considerable argument
among the lawyers ag to whether or not
the admissions made by the decused boys
should be admitted as evidence. Magis-
trate Hall gave his decisicn in favor of tne
prosecution.

Canon Beanlands said that Royds had
told him that he (Royds) was looking for
his friend Taylor, who was coming en the
car, and just then the Chinese boy came
along. Royds threw up his hand to startle
Hey, and immediately the Chinese boy
showead fight and pushed him. He resented,
and at once took his own part. During the
scufle Hey backed up until he was upom
‘the car. When the boys heard him cry out
they ran away.

The case was proceeded with this after-
moon, with Oanon Beanlands still on the
witness stand.

EVIDENCE ALL IN,

The~case of the seven boys who are
charged with assanlting the Chinese boy
Hey on Tuesday, January 13th, on Cad-
boro Bay road came to an end, as far
as examining the witnesses and ad-
dresses of counsel on Friday. The
case was reopened at 2:30 o'ciock, and
it was not until after 7 o’clock in the
evening that court adjourned. Canon
Beanlands’s evidence was continued, and
Henry King, brother cf one ef the ac-
cused boys, was .called by E. Pooley,
for -the prosecution. It was found he
was not on the' scene at the time and
therefore could tell.nothing first handed
of what actually ocrurred.

After the last witness was examined
the lawyers for both sides addressed. thé
eourt. Magistrate Hall, after a sbhort
address, stated'that he would give his
decision on Tuesday next. The court was
then adjourned.

ST. GEORGE’S DAY.

Banquet Held at “Royal Cafe by Local
Order Last Evening.

St. George's Day was observed in differ-
ent ways .Thursday. - At Esquimalt the
warships in port donned their holiday at-
tire, and on the city hall the: St. George's
Cross was displayed. Last evening there
. were three entertainments in honor of the
occasion. , A concert: was held. under the
auspiees of St.. Barnabas -chur¢ch and a
banquet was given . by the Sons of St.
George. A conversazione was also held by
the Daughters of St. George at their hall.

The banquet took place at the Royal Cafe
under - the auspices of the Sons of St.
George, and there was a good attendance.
The president, Bro. Ed&. Siddall, presided.
The room and table were beautifully de-
corated. The former presented a gay and
cheerful appearance, national flags and
bannerettes having been liberally wused in
producing . a really striking and pretty
effect. Flowers arranged in artistic taste-
fulness adorned the table.

The menu was of an elaborate character,
and it was some time before the good
things had been partaken of and the toast
list was reached.

Igm}s usual ‘toasts were first drunk to *“The
| KingWitand “The President of the United
States.” - The latter was proposed in a
few well chosen words by W. H. Price, and
responded to by Bro. Ed. Siddall in a neat
speech. Hearty applause followed the
rendition of ‘“ The Star Spangled Banner"
by Bro. Sherman, P. P. Bro. Richards, in
e'loquent terms, proposed a toast to the
“Order of the Sons of St. George,” which
was responded to with great enthusiasm.
In his address he referred particularly to
the progress of the local order. Members
;Were congratulated upon the sound stand-
‘ipg7of the order, both numerically and
{financially. “The Officers of Milton
Lodge’” was next proposed by W. H. Price,
and responded to by V. P. Bro. Bonnett
and Dr. Gibbs -in appropriate words, con-
gratulating the order upen its freedom
from illness and wishing it PVETY Success
for the future. Bro. A. Woed proposed the
‘“Army and Navy,” which Bro. A. Namer
responded to. ‘“Red, White and Blue”’ was
given in fine style by Bro. W. H. Charles-
worth, and Bro. Creech proposed *“The
Land We Live In,” which was responded
to by Bro. H. Solloway. Bro. A. Hobbs
gave “The Maple Leaf,” and toasts were
proposed and responded to In a hearty

manner as follows: “The Ladies,” by Bro.

—

S. Greatleigh, responded to by A. Biyth;
“The Visitors,” by Bro. Pineo, responded
to by Bro. Risly. *“The Oid Brigade” was
sung in excellent voice by Bro. Blygh. The
health of the host brought the programme
to 4 close. It was proposed by Bre. Rich-
ards. “God Save the King'’ was sur
after which the company dispersed.

2y

FORMER VICTORIAN WEDDED.

Mr, Stephen H., Hoskins, of Provi
Police, Unifed in Marriage at
Ferrie.

A well known member of the p
cial police staff joined another d
ment—the ranks of the benedicts—a
Fernie on Tuesday last, when Mr.
Stephen H. Hoskins, fourth son of the
late Edward Hamilton Hoskins, of Hod-
desdon, Herts, and formerly of Faw-
ham's Hall, near Ware, Herts, England.
was united in marriage to Miss Mar-
garet Hilda Ward, third daughter of the
iate Rev. Philip Gordon Ward, vicar of
Branghing, near Ware, Herts.

The ceremony was conducted at
Church by Rev, H. Beacham, r¢
Cranbrook, assisted by Rev. W
Houghton, rector of Fernie. The church
was tastefully decorated with flowers
and plants, their arrangement being due
te the artistic falent of Mrs. J. H Me-
Muilin, The bride was (-hm-uiingly
gowned in a white Chinese silk dress,
trimmed with lace, and Indian net and
hat to mateh, trimmed with chiffon and
Parma violets. ‘She was given away by
Mr. Lestock R. Forbes, and attended
by Mrs. Lestock R. Forbes. The bride-
groom was supported by Mr, A D.
Drummond. !

A few intimate friends of the principals
Were present at the church, Following
the ceremony a reception was held at the
residence of Mrs. Forbes, where a large
number of guests assembled ‘to congratu-
late the newly-united couple. Mr. and
Mrs. Hoskins were the recipients of
many useful and costly presents from
friends in this country and Europe,

Mr. Hoskins is well-known in this city,
Lkaving heen on the headquarters staff of
tl}@ provincial pelice for some time. Pre-
vious to that he was provincial officer for
the Gulf Islands. More recently he was
arpointed to a post in the interior, Kim-
berley, where he and Mrs, Hosking will
mgke their home. They have the well-
W}Sh@s of the large circle of Victoria
friends and aecgmaintances won by Mr.
Hoskins during his residence here.

PERSONAL

Andrew Bruce, who has just arrived n
town from Dawson, states that business is
picking up im that city now since the
weather is becoming warmer. Considerable
work was carried on in Dominion and Sul-
phur creeks during last winter. He said
that there were a couple of large dumps
out on lower Bomnanza, and he expected
that work would commence on all the
creeks almost any day now. He is of the
opinion that Duncan creek, in the Stewart
river district, will boom this coming sum-
mer. The prospects at Tanana are any-
thing but favorable at present, but it is
possible that in due time a good camp
might be established. Mr. Bruce is down
for business purpoges, and is a guest at the
Dominion. %5 An
s & 8
from New York, is in the city, a guest at
the Victoria. Mr, O’Connor is the Tepre-
sentative of Hawes von Gal Co., the well
known batters in the Atlantic metrepolis,
and makes the trip to this city twice a
year, and he always contemplates his visit
to the pictnresque capital of British Col-
umbla with unfeigned pleasure. The fact
that the house he Tepresents dispatches
him all the Wway across the continent fromr
ocean. to océan twice a year s a forcibie
Ccommentary on-thé pushing aggressive way
in whieh the establishments south of “the
line reach out“after business.

: I

4Cnpt, A, H. Scott, of tite steamship Toby,
which is }oq(‘.iug coal at Ladysmith, came
t down ‘on Thursday’s train to meet MI;S.
ind Miss Scctt, ‘who arrived from San
Francisco by the steamer City of Puebla. .
E. J. Conway, 'who has been at MeGilt
College, Aontreal, ‘for the past two years,
artived Thursday night on a visit home. He
Was accompanied West by Miss Lamming;
a cousin.. He ig at the Victoria hotel.

J. E. Boss, of Spokane, is a guest at the
Imperial.

J. W, Bengough ig at the Dominion,

DROPSY AND HEART DISBASE.—“For
‘ten years I suffered greatly from Heéart
i Disease.  Fluttering of the Heart acg
Smothering Spells made my life a torment.
Dropsy. set in. My physiclan told me to
prepare fer tlie worst. I tried Dr. Agnew’s
. Cure for.the Heart.. One dose gave great
relief, one bottle cured me completely.””
—Mrs. James Adams, Syracuse, N.Y. 'Sola
by Jackson & Co. and Hall & Co.—107.
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BORN.

HALL—At Nelson, on April 21st, the wif
of G. A. B. Hall, M. D., of a son. ®

MANSO.\'-—A: Nelson, on April 21st, the
wife of A. Manson, of a son,

MARRIED.

MADDEN-CARTER—At Nelson, on April
22nd; by Rev. Father Althoff, A, Mad-
den and Miss M. Carter.
DOELE}iBELIL)’-AV?V Nelson, on April 22n4,
y Rev. Dr. right, J. M. Doyle
Miss Alma Bell. e
LESPERANCE-DANIELS—At Revelstoke,
on April 21st, by Rev. Father Lardon,
James - Lesperance and Miss Olive
Daniels.
KILPATRICK-M‘KINNON—At Revelstoke,
on April 22nd, by Rev. C. Ladner,
Thomas Kilpatrick and Miss Elsie Mec.
Kinnon.
BOEUR-VALOIS—At Vancouver, on April
23rd, by: Rev. Father Le Chesne, A, J.
Boeur and Miss Henrietta Valois,
TRUSATORE-SCIARINI — At Vancouver,
on April 22nd, by Rev. Father Le
Chesne, Frank Trusatore and Miss C.
Sciarini.
YOUMANS-DAVIS — At  Chilliwack, on
April 15th, by Rev. M. Jukes, Arthur
W. Youmans and Miss Frances M.
Davis.
ALEXANDER-ROULEAU—At Vancouver,
on April 22nd, by Rev. Father Le Chesne,
H. O. Alexander and Miss Anna E.
Rouleau.
DIED,

WOLF—At the Royal Jubilee hespital, om
the 25th inst., Johann, beloved wife of
Peter Wolf, aged 45 years, and a native
of Germany.

CONLIN—At St. Joseph's hospital, on the
25th instant, Thomas James Conkn, a
native of Percy, Ontario, Canada, aged
38 years.

CALBY—At Reveistoke, on April 19th,
Margaret Caley, relict of Michael Caley,
aged 60 years.

CARTER—At Vancouver, on April

22nd,
Mrs. E. Carter, aged 29 years.
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