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CIVIL SERVICE
PENSION ACT

WHAT THE DRAFT BILL
PROPOSES TO BE DONE

Employees and Province Pay
Share and Share—Com-
mittee to Manage.

Much interest is being takeh in the
draft superannuation bill which the

provincial secretary has laid before the
members of the legislature for their
consideration. This bill is of particular
concern in Victoria, of course, as the
great majority of those who would be
affected by such a measure are in what
is generally described as the inside
service,

It iz not at all likely that the bill
will be introduced this session, as it
would involve a great amount of dis-
cussion, and could not possibly be
satisfactorily dealt with at this stage.
It was gathered from Hon. Dr.
Young’s remarks a couple of evenings
ego that he desired to get the matured
opinfion of members on it after they
had gone into it carefully during re-
cess, and also to take advantage of
any experience the Dominion has
galned in the working out of its pres-
ent scheme, which is quite different
from the old system of superannua-
tion.

As the draft stands it reads as it
would if enacted this session, but the
dates in it Wwill be changed to suit
whenever it is passed,

The act is to apply to all persons in
the public employ who are paid a
vearly salary voted by the legislature
and to all present pensioners who may
decide to come under it. Apparently
those now receiving allowances can
continue as they are, if they prefer to
do so.

A fund to be known as the super--
annuation fund is to be maintained by
the minister of finance, to be made up
by the reservation out of the monthly
salaries of five per cent, for entrants
under 21, thence graded by such scale
as shall, computed at four per cent.
{nterest, produce a proportionate an-
nuity at sixty; by equivalent monthly
vayments out of the consolidated re-
venue fund; by the payment out of the
revenue fund to the credit of each
person dying or retiring in such finan-
cia] year, who entered the public ser-
vice six months or more before April
1st, 1909, of the capitalized value of
what would have been the govern-
ment’s contribution had the act been
in force during all the time such -per-
son had been in the service; by any
amount which the employee, the gov-
ernment or any other person may pay
into the fund for the benefit of such
employee; and by interest denved from
the investment of the fund.

A Managing Committee.
This furd is to be adminlgtered by a

({anaglng committee consisting” of 'a

airman, to be appointed by the Chief
Justice of British Columbia;: two gov-
ernment representatives selected by
order-in-council *and - two représenta-
tives chosen quinguennially by the
contributors-at the annual meeting,
which is to be held in the parliament
buildings at noon on the fourth Satur-
day in. March. For the first year the
six senior deputy ministers, on behalf
of the prospective contributors, are to
select from amongst the other officers
two persons ag representatives of the
contributors until the first annual
meeting. In case of death or resigna-
tion the remaining representative and
the six senior deputies are to select
some person until the next annual
meeting makes an appointment for the
remainder of the quinquennium. The
deputy minister of flnance is to act as
chairman in the absence of that offi-
cer, but no chairman is to have a cast-
ing vote on any question of principle
affecting the equitable disbursement of
the fund or its financial stability. In
case of an equal vote each side is to
make and signal a written report to
the Chief Justice, whose decision is to
be final,

The government guarantees four per
cent. interest, computed half yearly,
during the lifetime of all who are con-
triputors, when any change is made,
such change only to affect mew en-
trants.. The minister of flnance s
given power to inyest the funds, but
there is a provision that on the advice
of the managing committee he may in-
vest portions of the accumulating
funds in first mortgdges upon the land
and houses which contributors may
desire to purchase for their homes.

If any employe is so far insured that
the superannuation deduction would be
burdensome the managing committee
may allow his contributions and those
of the government on his behalf to be
paid on his premiums, the committes
holding the policies. Power is given
the committee to arrange with federal
or provincial governments or any in-
surance corporation for members’ in-
surance against accident, illness or
death,

Annuities Provided For.

For employes who have become in-
capacitated an “invalidity reserve
fund” is to be created, from which may
be paid a superannuation annuity not
exceeding that purchasable by the
ccmbined contributions of government
employes, In the case of married em-
ployes these annuities shall be con-
verted within the fund to a joint an-
nuity on the lives of husband and wife
at the time of such retirement. In the
event of employees of under ten year’s
“trvice being retired for ill-health the
managing committee may pay him the
accumulated value of his and the gov-
ernment’s contributions, with such an
amount asg it may see fit out of the in-
validity reserve fund. A supplemental
annuity may be allowed in the case of
employes invalided before 60, and in
the case of employe’s constrained to
resign because of severe mental or
hodily injuries sustained in the dis-

harge of his duty the lieutenant-gov-
ernor-in-council may add througn ihe
tuperannuation fund such sum as the
‘nerits of the case warrant.

Temporary losses may be made mem-
hers in case of portracted illness, to be
repaid. All alowances, . pensions or
&nuunities are to be pavable on the last
4ay of each month. As provided in the
Public Service Act retirement at 65 is

S

to be compulsory, In case of resigna-
tion or dismissal the liteutenant-gov-
ernor-in-council will decide what pro-
portion of the fund is to be paid in
each case.

In case of dishonesty or fraud by an
employe the managing committee may
recommend that out of his accumulat-
ed contributions restitution may be
paid. "In the event of an employee
dying before superannuation, annuities
are to be provided for his widow or
children, or if none then the accumu-
lated~sum to his credit shall be paid
to his legal representatives. Where a
superannuated person’s death occurs
before he has received annuities equal
to the total of his own and the gov-
ernment’s contributions, his widow as
joint annuitant will continue, or if he
was unmarried or a widower his legal
representatives shall get the difference
between what he has drawn and the
total amount to his credit when he re-
tired.

The liteutenant-governor-in-council is
to appoint a registrar of the public
service, who will be secretary of the
superannuation fund and of the man-
aging committee, and also a superan-
nuation adviser. The auditor-general
wil] audit the funds and an annuaj re-
port will be made to the house,

NANAIMO’S SUGGESTION
FOR RAILWAY CONNECTION

It is Suggested That Grand
Rally for Island Be Held in

Coal City.

The suggestion of the Nanaimo De-
velopment League that a meeting be
held for the purpose of taking immedi-
ate action to secure connection on this
island with a transcontinental railway,
while it has not ccme formally before
the local organization is being freely
discussed and warmly commended
among its members,

There is now. under consideration a
scheme to charter a special train to
proceed to Nanaimo picking up mem-
bers of the league from Victoria, Col-
wood, Duncans and Ladysmith and
meeting the Nanaimo members in a
big rally to discuss the matter.

The project is likely to assume more
definite shape in a few days.

WORKMAN CLAIMS DAMAGES.

Case Opened Yesterday is Still in P}o-
gress in Court To-Day.

In the Supreme court to-day the
case of Boniface vs, B. C. Marine Ralil-
way is still in progress before Chief
Justice Hunter and a special jury, The
case is one where damages are sought
for injuries received by the plaintiff
who alleges that a circular saw was
not in shape. The evidence for the
plaintiff was completed this morning.
The witnesses who were joiners who
had worked at the shop all testified
that the saw was kept in bad shape
and should have had a guard over ‘it.

For- the-'defence, Andrew Gray, who
hés been in business since 1871, -testi-
fiéed that a guard such as was proposed
was never used in connection with such
saws, and would be dangerous. He
could not understand how the accident
could happen with an experienced
workman. A Gonnason also testified as
to the way these saws were used,

The case is still in ' progress. W.
Moresby and R. Lowe appeéar for the
plaintiff and Harold Robertson for the
defendant company,

MRS. PERCIVAL JENNS
DIED ON WEDNESDAY

The Deceased Has Been Promi-
nent in City for Forty
Years.

Early on Wednesday at the rectory of
St. John’s church, 1709 Douglas street,
there passed away Mrs. Jenns, the wife
of Rev. Percival Jenns, rector of St.
John’s church. The death will be la-
mented by a large circle of friends not
only in the church with which she was
identified but throughout the city. In
spite of the fact that she was not
physically strong, Mrs. Jenns took a
very active part in the various enter-
prises of the church. In the various
ladies’ societies she always took a deep
interest. Only a week ago last Mon-
day, in spite of the fact that she was
not in the best of health, she was pres-
ent at the meeting of the Ladies’
Guild.

Mrs. Jenns was born in Middlewich,
Cheshire, Eng., 73 vears ago. In com-
pany with her husband she moved to
British Columbia many years ago, liv-
ing first in New Westminster and later
in 'Nanaimo. For about forty years
she has been a resident of Victoria.
Although for months she has been de-
clining in health she was confined to
her room only during the last ten
days.

Three daughters and three sons sur-
vive her. Of the daughters, Mrs. W.
Ridgeway Wilson and Mrs. R. B. Pun-
nett reside in the city. Mrs. Lang
lives in Sgotland. Of the sons, R. A.
Jenns is accountant in the E. & N. of-
fices in this city; E. A. Jenns is a bar-
rister in Vancouver, and L. H. Jenns
is a resident of Grand Rapids.

The funeral will take place on Satur-
day at 4 e’clock from St. John’s
church.

—At the weekly meeting of the
Young People’s Club of the First Pres-
byterian church held in the schoolroom
of the church, W. M. Van Munster
gave an interesting lecture on Hol-
land. A hearty vote of thanks was
tendered the speaker at the close for
his excellent address. Messrs, Camp-
bell and Morrison rendered several se-
lections during the evening,

R, RSN

—Tuesday evening Rev. Canon Bean-
lands gave an interesting address, the
first of the series, upon the communion
service, in Christ Church cathedral,

oSt o

—The four hundredth anniversary of
the birth of John Calvin, the great
reformer, will be celebrated at = the
session of the synod of -British Colum-
bia on July 10the

THREATEN T0
DROP CITY BILL

COUNCIL WILL NOT
MEET OAK BAY’S DEMANDS

If Water Measure Is Amended
in House it Will Be
Withdrawn.

e e e—

The city council at its meeting Tues-
day decided by resolution that rather
than allow the clause promising the
municipality of Oak Bay a good supply
of water at a reasonable price to go
through, the city would again withdraw
its bill and wait for another year.

It was pointed out that this would be
a very serious delay, but it seemed to
be the opinion that it would be better

than to give way. The clauses have
been thrown out by the water commit-
tee, but notice has been given of the
intention to reintroduce them on the
floor of the House,

The mayor said ex-Reeve Oliver was
not working for Oak Bay, but for the
Esquimalt Water Works Company, in
which he held shares, Oak Bay wanted
to compel the city to supply water at
the boundary. It was his opinion, how-
ever, that the city would refuse to be
the milch cow for the surrounding
municipalities,

Ald, Turner said the reason given him
for the action of the Oak Bay muni-
cipality was that they could not finance
their pipes unless they guaranteed
water with which to fill them,

The mayor explained that if there
was a shortage of water Oak Bay
would be able to get a supply at the
expense of the city. He did not think it
would be right to jeopardize themselves
in order to build up Oak . Bay.. He
thought they should withdraw the bill
if the clauses were attached to the bill.
They all wanted to give Oak Bay a fair
deal, but they did not propose to be
held up.

Ald. Turner wanted to know if they
were under any legal obligation to sup-
ply Oak Bay with water, He was as-
sured hv the other aldermen that they
were not, and that Oak Bay used some-
thing like three million gallons,

“What is wrong with cutting them
off and letting them fight it out with
the legislat~~?" inquired Ald. Turner.
Why was it, he continued, that he could
not get water for more than two hours
a day last
could get it for six hours? He proposed
to let the city have what they wanted,
and then if there was any left let Oak
Bay have some.

* The following resolution was
put and. ecarried unanimously:

“That the introduction of the clauses
into the water bill in favor of the Oak
Bay municipality be condemned, and
in case of their being:forced in, we in-
struct Mp, Thompson,; who has charge
of the bill, to withdraw it.” s

There 'was a good deal more dissult-
ory conversation, in which it was open-
ly stated that. the ,Esquimalt Water
Works Company was behind the
scheme, and that Councillor McGregor,
of Oak Bayv. was Influenced by the

then

Oldfield, Kirby & Gardiner Company,:

who said they could not finance their
subdivision unless they obtained a
guarantee of suffictent water,

The council then adjourned to the
legislature building, where some active
lobbying ~cainst the objectionable
clauses was done, a number of the leg-
islators being interviewed and impress-
ed with the importance of the bill pass-
ing without being tampered with,

EASTERN FIRM MAY
BUILD WAREHOUSES HERE

Another big block is to be built in
Victoria if the plans of Balfour, Smye
& Co., of Hamilton, Ontario, go
through. This firm manufactures the
Tartan brand of canned goods which
have 3 large sale in the West, and in
order to handle the business, a six-
story block is proposed to be erected
as a distributing house for the firm on
this coast. St. Clair Balfour, one of
the members of the firm, visiteq this
city a few days ago, and before leav-
ing for the East made the statement
that his company would erect the
building.

This is but one of many firms who
are looking to Victoria as a business
centre. The situation here, especially
in regard to shipping, is unique, The
Hamilton firm could not have made g
better choice.

WHAT WILL BORDEN DO
ABOUT FORGED TELEGRAM?

(éontinued from page 1.)

Borden might throw some new light
upon the mistery by stating from his
place in the House of Commons the
terms of the telegram which he re-
ceived from Victoria, and which he
answered quite evidently in good
faith, This is an instance in which the
Conservative leader might most appro-
priately put into practice the policy of
his party in forcing the production of
‘original documants.’ What will Mr.
Borden do? He cannot afford to persist
4n the attitude that he awaits the per-
mission of the Victoria Colonist to
make public the language of the mes-
sage, the reply to which was so altered
and manipulated as to place him and
his party in a false position. Had any
former leader of the Conservative party
been placed in such a position as is Mr.
Borden would he have been content to
remain silent? We doubt if. And we
cannot but feel that ‘Mr, Borden him-
self will, when he calmly reviews the
circumgtances in which he is placed,
be the first to admit that it is his duty
to personally demand an investigation’
into. all- the ' circumstances of this
case.”
R e — ]

Twenty-five per cent. of the world’s

ships are constructed in British yards,

summer when Oak Bay |

FISCAL REFORM
IN GREAT BRITAIN

London, March 3.—At the annual
meeting of the _Associated Chambers
of Commerce last night, a Fiscal Re-
form resolution received 46 votes with
31 against, and 32 neutral. As there
was not a two-thirds majority, no ac-
tion could be taken.

PREVAILING PRICES ON
THE LOCAL MARKETS

Eggs Seem Firmer at 30 Cents
—Potatoes Suffered Dur-
ing Winter.

The price of eggs dropped consider-
ably last week reaching as low a figure
as 25 cents in some instances. This
week, however, there is a stiffening of

prices due it is said to a demand for
shipments to be prepared for the north
with the opening of navigation. The
prices are now from 30c, to 35c. a
dozen.

Oranges are coming in plentifully in
spite of the fact that the inspection is
very rigid. The holding back of large
quantities in January ‘owing to the
cold weather endangering shipments
has resulted in abundant supplies be-
ing on hand now,

Potatoes are firm in price, large
quantities having been frozen during
the cold weather.

The retail prices are as follows:
Oils—

Pratt’'s: Coal Ol .cicaisisincss

BIODENN 5o osiici coaneven sopiarhs
Meats—

Hams (B, C.), per 1b. cveeseesss
Bacon (B. C.), per Ib. .....
Hams (American), per 1b. ...
Bacon (American), per Ib. ..
Bacon (rolled), per lb. “se
Shoulders, per Ib. ...c.ceeeeeee
* Bacon (long clear), per Ib. ..
DOl DOPLID, | ciriivee  upsassnesh
Pork, per 1b, ...
Mutton, per 1b. ....
Lamb, hindquarter
Lamb forequarter
Veal, per Ib. ........
BUSTEPRY ID:. < iiaiisie sacisoien
Farm Produce—
Fresh Island Eggs ..
Best Dairy Butter
Butter (Creamery) ...
AT POr B o.oi.niiobhsseseis
Western Canada Flour Mills—
Purity, per Sack ......ocessves
PUrity; per BBl Liciicsoissives
Three Star Patent, per sack..
Three Star Patent, per bblL ..
Hungarian Flour—
Ogilvie’s Royal

Household,

Ogilvie’s
per bbl
Lake of Woods, per sack
Lake of Woods, per bbs
Okanagan, per sack seeen
Okanagan, per bbl ....i..cc.ee
Calgary Hungarian, per sack.
Calgary Hungarian, per bbl...
Moose Jaw, per sackl ,sies 'ss
Moose Jaw, per bbl - ,.
Excelsior, per sack -.««.
Excelsior, per bbl. ...
Oak Lake, per sack .
Oak Lake, per bbl.
Hudson’s -Bay, per
Hudson’s Bay, per
Enderby, per sack
Enderby, per bbl
Pastry Flours—
Snowflake, per sack . ivec..ee
Snowflake, per bbl ...ii....c.s
Q. K. Best Pastry, per sack ..
0. K. Best Pastry, per bbl ..
0. K. Four Star, per sack ...
O. K. Four Star, péer bbl. ....
Drifted Snow, per sack .......
Driften Snow, per bbl. ........
Grain—
Wheat, per toOn ..ceveescscsscsse
Wheat, per ib. cicevseervcsccccss
Oats, per ton .
Barley .......
Whole COTn .seceeee cssoses
Cracked COPN .....ccoee vecccece
Rolled Oats (B. & K.), 7-1b. sk.
Rolled Oats (B. & K.), 223-1b.
BACK .ioveee ave ssesensestnrcance
Rolled Oats (B. & K.), 45-1b. sk.
Rolled Oats (B. & K.), 90-1b. sk,
Oatmeal, 10-1b. 83CK ....conveee
Oatmeal, 50-1b. 8aCK ..ccvienveee
Rolled Wheat, 10 IbS. «ceeeevees
Cracked Wheatf, 10 Ibs.
Wheat Flakes, per packet ...
Whole Wheat Flour, I lbs. ..
Graham Flour, 10 lbs. ........
Graham Flour. 50 1bs.
Feed—
Hay (baled), new, per ton....
Straw, per bale
Middlings, per ton
Bran, per ton ........c.ece000e
Ground Feed, per ton' ........
ShOTt8 ..cevieces. cose dsasscescne
Poultry—
Dressed Fowl, per Ib. ..ccccaeee
Ducks, per Ib. ........
Geese (Island), per 1b. .......
Turkey, per Ib.
Garden Produce—
Cabbage, per lb.
Potatoes (localy ....
Potatoes (Asheroft) «cieveeevss
Onions (Cal.), per 1b.
Carrots, per Ib.

' WHOLESALE MARKETS.

Lemons ....... 3.50@ 4.00
Walnuts (Cal.) ...... 1
Walnuts (Ea ) e
‘Apples, per e
Pineapples, per,
Cabbage, per lo.
Cocodnuts, each .
Ham: o5
Bacon

Carrots, per lb. .
Bananas, per lb.
Sweet Potatoes o
Potatoes (local), per ton o
Potatoes (Ashcroft), per ton ...
Butter (Creamery), per Ib. ....
Butter (Dairy)
Eggs (ranch), per doz. ..

Hay, per ton ....ccceee ecee
Corn, per tON ....cccese sececaces
Grapes (Malaga), per barrel ..
Grape Fruit ......ee eeoes
Oranges (navel) ...
Onions ....
Dates, per pkg.

Dates, bulk ....

Oats, per ton (NeW) ...c.cececenee
Tomatoes (Cal.), per crate .....
CelOrY .vceicises essvasse savasssas
PArsnips ...i. «s.

Figs (Smyrna) .....es
Aspragus
Rhubarb (Cal.) ....ceenee
Sprouts (Cal.) sccececercss sevcacs

Royal Ho ,sehold

esssscecasese

ssssss

. sese

ssassrassee

§

essessssvsasssces

sevcesvessssnnse

sssecssces

e
conda BRRE 8
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e
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A CLERGYMAN’'S FAITH,

St. John, N. B.,, March, 3.—The St
John Presbytery has accepted the
statement of the Rev, J. J. McCaskill
giving an unqualified adherence to the
doctrine of the @divinity of Christ and
the Atonement. It had been alleged

that Mr, McCaskill had denied these.

JOIN IN WORK
- OF PUBLICITY

METCHOSIN AND COLWOOD
UNITE WITH LEAGUE

Great Enthusiasm at District
Meeting Held Last
Night.

The beautiful districts of Metshosin
and Colwood swung into -the gveat
series of pubklicity and developmen<

leagues on this island last night, with a |

will, when over a hundred of the men
and women of the communities men-
tioned gathered at Colwood hall to hold
the annual meeting of the development
association of that place and to form-
ally transfer it to the Vancouver Island
Development League,

Not only was the crowd large but
enthusiam ran high and the latest
member of the chain of societies men-
tioned starts its work with flattering
prospects of usefulness.

By invitation a number of members
of the executive of the parent league
in Victorla were present, consisting of
Messrs, A, W, McCurdy, W. Fullerton,
Gouldie Wilson and John Nelson. Three
of these were present when the origin-
al society was launched at Colwood two
yvears ago and were pleased to hear
from the secretary’s report of the
efficient work done in the interests of
the district since that time.

These improvements consist of secur-
ing a reduction in rates from Colwood
to the city on the E. and N., the chang-
ing of the station name from Colwood
to Lanfford, the making of the latter
a regular station instead of a flag sta-
tion; the procuring of a public tele-
phone station at Colwood; the promised
improvement in mai] facilities and the
prospect of aid from the provincial gov-
ernment for a ferry across Esquimalt
harbor, which if carried out would
make the districts mentioned. contigu-
ous to the city instead of remote as is
at present the case owing to the cir-
cuitous route which has to be employed.

‘Will Prepare Handbook.

The new association will at once be-
gin the preparation of a handbook in
which the peculiar attractiveness of the
district for the purpose of fruit, sheep,
and poultry will be. emphasized., These
booklets will be placed in the hands of
the central organization for the island
at Victoria and should also go to the
department of information of the pro-
vincial government, which curiously
has less information available regard-
ing the older and more settled portions
near Victoria than of those which lie
further afield.

At last night’'s meeting also several
important resolutions were passed. The
first of these was a suggestive one from
the Nanaimo league asking them to
join Nanaimo in memorializing the cen-
tral'league in Victoria to havg'a-gaths
erng of delegates convened at once
from all the organizations on the island
to take joint action looking to the se-
curing of transcontinental rail connec-
tion. This was carried with enthusiam.

Another resolution which was carried
related to the opening of roads to the
sea, This is one of the great grievances
of the district. Notwithstanding ‘that
the road to Sooke follows the sea for
almost its whole length there are only
one or two places for the whole dis-
tance where the public can, by right;
gain access to the sea. This is felt to be
a hardship by the residents, as was
pointed out by their chairman, and al-
ready the government has been asked
to remedy this state of affairs.

‘With this resolution when it goes be-
fore the government will alsp be one
asking for the subsidizing of a ferry
across Esquimalt and for assistance in
the way of rural] telephones,

Chairman’s Address.

The chair was occupied last evening
by Mr. Heatherbell, of the Lagoon, who
outlined an admirable policy for which
the association might stand and work,
Mr. Griffith, the capable secretary of
the league, in lieu of reading. the min-
utes briefly sketched the work which
had been done and supplemented brief-
ly the suggestions of the chairman.

Both these officials urged the resi-
dents of the district to come to the aid
of the association liberally for the pur-
pose of getting out the literature nec-
essary to make the needs and poten-
tialities of the district known. :

The chairman spoke in an appreciative
way of the assistance which several
members of the Viectoria league had
been in the past and thanked them for
coming down to last night’s meeting.

Mr. G. H. Wilson, who was called
upon to speak, outlined the work which
had already been accomplished by the
Development league in continuation of
that originally carried out by the Tour-
ist association. He spoke of the en-
thusiasm which had attended the in-
auguration proceedings and of the
great interest = which the C.P.R.,
through Mr. Marpole, had manifested
in it. Notwithstanding that some people
were fond of describing Victorians as
mosg backs there was no place in the
west where people would put un their
money more cheerily for a deserving
object than in Victoria (applause), A«
an instance he mentioned that about
haif a day’s work by two or th#ee ment-
bers of the league had insured sub-
scriptions of nearly $4,000 yearly for two
yvears. The = association expected to
reach the $15,000 marlk.

Energy and Co-operation Necessary.

Mr. Fullerton who followed told of
the misconceptions which existed with
regard to the character of the island,
and of how the majority of people be-
lieved that there was a narrow strip
of arable land along the sea while the
interior was a ridge of mountains. From
some -experience during the last two
yvears in timber cruising he could dispel
that fallacy. It was the grandest tract
of country for its size in the world and
only needed energy and co-operation on
the part of its inhabitants to make it
boom,

He instanced in this connection the
wonderful change which had taken
place in Calgary, a place which five
vears ago ‘was comparatively dead but
which by co-operation and energy was
now booming and rapidly approaching
the 50,000 mark in point of population.
~ Mr. John Nelson mentioned the fact that
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there was now on the Island a chain of
leagdes numbering ten or twelve, and
that branches now existed at Victoria.
Colwood, Duncan, Ladysmith, Nanaimo,
Alberni, New Alberni, Ucluelet, Clayo-
quot, Quatsino and Comox. It was diffi-
cult to place a limit on the possibilities
which lay before such a legaue if all co-
operated. Already something had been
accomplished by the securing of a tenta-
tive promise from the government that
they would spend a considerable sum in
opening up trails, and locally by a pro-
mise to try and open up roads to the sea
in Colwood and Metchosin. The great
need of the ditsrict was a more efficient
system of communication with the city,
and this should follow when the British
Columbia Electric Company perfected its
new source of supply at Jordan river and
had the reserve power necessary to ex-
tend its branches into the surrounding
country. This feature alone, bringing to
the farmer the advantages of quick trans-
portation and cheap and convenient light
and power, would be one of the most
potent factors in attracting population
to the district. He also touched on the
enormous timber wealth extending north-
west from Sooke, and which in the event
of railway construction would come out
through Metchosin and Colwood. It was
estimated that there were freights enough
in this timber to keep a railway employed
for a hundred years, while the industries
it would create would employ 800 men.
Victoria Will Assist.

Mr. A. W. McCurdy followed in an ad-
dress which was loudly applauded, dur-
ing which he declared that the growth of
the Island leagues was one of the most
remarkable movements he had ever
known. In Victoria he told of the plans
which the executive have in.mind, which
contemplates the employment of the very
best man who could be secured, whose
duty it would be to foster these associas
tions. He declared that the leagues
were in business, and the commodity
they had to sell was nothing more or
less than an island. (Laughter and ap-
plause.) He referred in most eulogistic
terms to the peculiar attractiveness of life
in this particular district if only those
modern conveniences which men have
come to regard as indispensable to their
happiness were present. The way to se-
cure these was by persistent agitation
and co-operation, and in such a work
they would have the hearty support of
every member of the Victoria league.

H. Dalas Helmcken, K. C., who also
came out from the gity, said that thouglt
they sometimes said™there Wwere moss-
backs in Victoria, he was one of them
and proud of it. These mossbacks had
founded the city and had done the pio-
neer work of the district. As to develop-
ment, that was coming rapidly. It uesd
to take several hours to come from the
city to Colwood, but that evening he had
entertained at dinner, 'started a concert
at eight, got in his auto at 830, and was
in Colwood at nine. (Applause and
laughter.) They would make the trip by
airship yet, and he was glad to know
that the Canadian boy who- was conquer-
ing the air and actually making flights
in a machine of his own construction was
a son of Mr. McCurdy. (Applause.)

The usual votes of thanks terminated
the formal proceedings, after which the
National Anthem was sung and cheers
given for the King and the association.

Refreshments were then served, after
which dancing was indulged in until late
in the morning.

Among those present were: Dr. and Mrs.
Watt, Mr. and Mrs. Heatherbell, Mr. and
Mrs. Helgesen, Capt. and Mrs. Gosse,
Mr. Porter, Mr. Griffiths, and many other
well known residents of the ditsrict, as
well as a liberal sprinkling of the younger
set.

MAY SETTLE
WATER QUESTION

S—

(Continued from page 1.)

On this a discussion followed. Mayor
Hall explained the position of the city
and what he felt it would be willing to
do. After a free-discussion and some
few sharp passages, a basis was reach-
ed which it was felt might be agree-
able to the city council and the citizens
generally. and which was satisfactory
to Oak Bay. It was in a general way
as given above,

A special meeting of the city council
was called later,~and the whole matter
gone into and the arrangements were
found agreeable to that body.

THe scene was then transferred to
the legislative buildings, when the re-
presentatives of both councils meta-
phorically fell on each others necks
and professed abiding faith each in
the other. The basis asg set forth was
drawn uyp, and 'W, H. Hayward, who
had charge of the Oak Bay amend-
ment, was instructed to withdraw his
amendment, H., B. Thomson, who has
charge of the city’s bill, was duly in-
structed to incorporate this agreement
in the bill, and the members of the
Oak Bay council left to catch the last
car, feeling assured that all was well.

Trouble developed, however. when
the city barrister had looked into the
matter. He gave the opinion that the
municipality was not entitled under the
act to enter into such an arrangement
without a by-law being passed upon by
the people, Mayor Hall, in order that
no advantage might be taken of Oak
Bay ,at once instructed Mr. Hayward
so that the amendment he had might
remain on the order paper, and this
morning went into the subject with
members of the Oak Bay council, The
latter, advised by their barrister, B. V.
Bodwell, K.C,, are satisfled the propo-
sition is all right. The city council will
meet and consider the barrister’s’let-
ter, and may probably agree to ga

ahead with the bill as agreed ‘upon,’

seeing that Oak Bay is satisfied and in
any event Victoria is not suffering
even if the section is found to be non
effective, - 3
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CONVENTION POSTPONED.,

Nelson, March 2.—William A. Anstie,
secretary of the British Columbia Lum-
ber, Logging and Forestry Association.
announces that as the result of the Al-
berta elections being called for March
29nd, the convention of the lumber manu-
facturers and retailers between the great

Blakes and Pacific Coast, which was to

have .been held at Calgary on March 23rd,
has been postponed until April 13th.

—A grand mask skating carnival
will take place at the Assembly rink
on St. Patrick’s Day, March 17th,
from 8 p. m, to 12. REight valuable
prizes will be given for the following
characters: Best dressed, the most
comical, national and original lady and
gentleman. Elaborate preparations are
Leing made by the management. The
hall will be specially decorated in ap-
propriate colors for the occasion and
nothing will be spared to make this
the banner carnival. All those who
attend are assured of an evening of
pleasure. Py

——Q—_

—The Aberdeen Society, which ap-
pealed to the public of this city for
papers and magazines, wish to thank
the following for donations: Mrs, T, L.
Gore, Mrs, Griffiths, Mrs. McDowell,
Miss Devereaux, -Mrs: Lubbe, Miss
Adair, Mrs, Chambperlain, Mrs. Crease,
Mrs, McKeon and Mrs, Mess, Rocca-
bella. A "

Théeé ancestor of thé fox was an animal
¢lothed with horny scales.

MARRIED.

MIDDLETON-WILSON—On the 22nd, by
the Rev. T. E. Holling. John C. 8,.°
Middleton and Annie B. Wilson, both
of this gity.
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