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EAGE FROPDSALS T0 ALL S0

RUSSIA LEARNS FROM CENTRALS

Petrograd Press Reports Announcement;

Bols

viki Asked to Sound Allies; Lon-

don Says Negotiations With Russia
Assume Aspect of Importance

Petrograd, Dec, 19—According to press reports, Russia has been informed
by the Central Powers that they intend to make peace proposals to the Allies.

This teport is published in the Evening Post, which says the representatives
of the Central Powers, at the first preliminary peace conference with the Rus- .
sians, held yesterday, announced that their governmests intended on principle
to put the question of peace before all the powers, and that they had asked their
alffes to do likewise, Russia was requested to take similar steps. It is said the
Russians are endeavoring by all means to sound the- Allies.

London Opinion. :

London, Dec. 20—Peace -negotiations
between Russia and the Central Powers,
an armgatice having been reached, are as-
suming Xan aspect of importance. Dr.
Von Kuthlmann, German foreign secre-
tary, and Count Czernin, ‘Austro-Hungar-
ian foreign minister, are both said to be
on their way to Brest-Litovsk, accom-
panied by advisory suites. It is also in-
dicated from Berlin that the main com-
mittee of the Reichstag will be summon-
ed to met in specjal sesion in connection
with these negotiations, and some Ger-
man newspapers interpret this as show-
ing that the will of the people’s repre-
sentatives is about to assert. itself.

Another result of the armistice is that
Ensign Krylenko, the Bolsheviki com-
mander-in-chief, has been able to move
divisions from the northern front against
General Kaledines, who is reported to be
gaining new successes. There is no di-
rect confirmation of a report that former
Premier Kerensky is in the vicinity of
Petrograd with an army. .

A despatch from Tammerfors, Fin-
land, says that the Russian troops are
preparing to cvacuate Finland and: that
their transportation already has been ar-
ranged. * - :

Balk at “Self Definition.”

The Evening Post says the Germans
have officially informed the Bolsheviki
headquarters that the Central Powers
are ready to consider the terms of peace
on the basis of no annexations and no
ipdempities, put pointed put that - self-

an of nations ‘was impracticable.
presentatives of’ the -Central

qu;w’ixned the Russians that they
were teady tdiscuss peace preliminar-
iess. b - fo know the resnlt:-of
ssta’s efforts to induce the AHies ta
join 1n the negotiations before proceed-
ing with. them. They said this point
wof view might be changed, however, and
that théy might be willing to discuss
peace with Russia alone, The Germans
were of the opinion that the Russian
srmistice might influence the other
fronts. ; ;
_The flest conference was devoted mere-
Iy to a discussion of who would 'partici-
pate in the negotiations. :

Opposition to Bolsheviki,

Petrograd, ‘Dec. 18—The 'Rada,' th::
governing body of the Ukraine, has sent

v

a negative answer to. the ultimatum of |

the council of people’s commissaries, the
Bolsheviki government.

The Ukranian Rada and the Bolshe-
viki government in Petrograd 'have been
at odds since the successful revolution of
the Maximalists early in November.
The ultimatum referred to probably is
the demand made by the Bolsheviki that
the Rada permit the froops to go through
the Ukraine to- aid in putting down the
Kaledine revolt.

 Petrograd, Dec. 19—Orenburg Cos-
sacks opposing the Bolsheviki have occu-
pied Tcheliabinsk, a junction on the
trans-Siberian railway, according to a
reported received by the Don. The town
is 860 miles northeast of Orenburg and
125\ miles west of .the Siberian border.

I_f#grad, Dec. 19—The Bolsheviki
newSpapers are complaining that the
presence of the Allies’ military missions
in the Ukraine is encouraging
Kaledines, leader of the counter revolu-
‘tion against the Maximalist government.

An Ultimatum.

London, Dec. 18—The Bolsheviki gov-

ernment, according to Petrograd advices,
has sent an ultimatum to the Ukrainian
Rada. It demands that within forty-
eight hours a decision be made whether
the Ukraine will cease to assist General
Kaledines by sending some troops while
forbidding passage to Bolsheviki govern-
ment troops, and also whether it will
stop disarming troops in the Ukraine.
* Petrograd, Dec. 17——-Theg commissioner
of justice-is preparing a decrec reinsti-
tuting the death penalty for “enemies of
the nation.”

SENTENCED TO PRISON;
NOW READY TO FIGHT.

Woodstock, Ont., Dec, 20—James Cur-
lin of West Oxford was sentenced yes-
terday to two years in Kingston peni-
tentiary on a charge of desertion, under
the provisions of the military service act.
He had made no attempt to report for
duty, although eligible. After sentence
he expressed a Willingness to fight for

i

his country.
Unionist Wins

F.dmonton, Alta., Dec. 20—In the Bat-
Hra River constituency, Blair, Unionist,
is/ itely elected by 600 over Warner,

Liberal.

General |

SAYS REVOLUTION HAS
WADE POSITION CF JEWS
IN RUSSIA MORE WRETCHED

Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 20—Dr. Ben-

Zion Mossinsohn, formerly of the}Syria.nI
college at Jaffa, told a large audience,
here last night that the Russian revolu-,

tion had made the situation.of the Jews
in Russia morc wretched. He urged his

hearers to become actively affiliated with

the Zijonist movement.

MISS CLEVELAND TO
WED BRITISH OFFICER

London, Dec. 20—The engagement of
Esther, daughter of Grover Cleveland,
former president of the United States,
to Captain Bosanquet, of the Coldstream
Guards, D. 8. O., is announced. Cap-
tain Bosangpet is a son'of Sir Albert
Bosanguet. :

Miss Cleveland came to London last
June -after having qualified as a nurse
and instructor of the’blind, and took up
work as a-volunteer at -St. Dunstas’s
Home for Blinded Soldiers.

DIPLOMATIC MISSION TO
: STATES FROM ‘SERBIA.

An Atlantic Port, Dee; 20—A ‘Serbian;

diplomatic missian to-the United States
arrived here today on a French steamer.

It is headed by Dr. M. R. Vesnitch, who'

represented Serbia ax the inter-allied:

conference. inParis -and it-intludes Ser=|"

bian army officers. The mission plans
to go direct to Washington.

MINERS ARE EXEMPTED;
BY CARDINAL GIBBONS.

Washington, Dec. 20—Cardinal Gib-
bons today gave his sanction to Catholie
miners working on the holy days falling
within the Christmas and New Year’s
season.

'RETURN FROM FRONT

An Atlantic Port, Dec. 20—Major-
General Hugh L. Scott, who is to be as-
signad as chief instruction officer of the
new national army, returned today from
the front in France. Some United States
army officers arrived with him.

Joins St Louis Team.

St. Louis, Mo., Dec. 19—Bobby Wal-
lace, -veteran infielder, has signed with
the St. Louis Nationals for 1918, Mur-
phy Currie, pitcher, has joined the navy,
the fourth man of the Cardinals to en-
list.

Noon Report From Wall St.

New York, Dec. 20—(Wall street,
noon)—Addjtional low records of the
morning  included - transcontinentals,
grangers, New York Central, Coalers and
cotton carriers at recessions of two

i points. Among industrials, United States

Steel, Crucible, Mexican Petroleum,T'exas
Company, American Tobacco and Na-
tional Lead yielded one to four points.
Selling abated after the first hour and
by noon ‘prices had rallied one to two
points among ‘the leaders. Bonds were
heavy.

Judge Says Woman Justified.

Chicago, Dec. 20—Judge Guerin ruled
yesterday that Mrs. Frederick Gelder-
man was justified in refusing to live with
her husband when he insisted that they
reside at his parents’ home where only
German was spoken. He dismissed Gel-
derman’s bill for divorce, which charged
desertion.

Chinese Appointments,

Pekin, Dec. 20—Tuan Chi Jui, former
premier, has been appointed chief of the
Chinese European war bureau. General
Tuan Chi Kuei has been appointed min-
ister of war.

Chicago Man Ahead.
Detroit, Dec. 20—Welker Cochrane of

Chicago was leading Ora Morning Star
of this city 600 to 503 last night at the

close of the first day’s play in their
1,800 point 18.2 balk line billiard match
here.

Halifax Bank Clearings

Halifax, N. S., Dec. 20—Halifax bank
clearings for the week ending today
were $2,985,319; for last year, $2,800,690,
and for 1915, $2,064,608.

Wretched Children Give Picture Of Aus-

trian Suffering

Geneva, Switzerland, Dec. 20—Living

proofs of the terrible economic con-

ditions in Austria were furnished by the arrival at Bchs, on the frontier, of 576

pale and suffering children, between the

Vienna and other Austrian towns.

The children

They are from

ages of scven and nine.
tasted milk for

had not

months, They had received bad bread i1 insufficient amounts, stomach diseases

resulting. Their clothing was most sca 1ty,
he children are being distributed among various places in Switzerland

homes,
until their health is restored.

and there was no fuel in their

INPORTANT
MATIERS TAKEN
P AT CTY HALL

The Street Paving and The
Street Railway

Mayor Asks’' About Gilbert's
Lane Playgrounds — Question
of Harbor ,Prgtectioﬂ—Talk of
a Fire Boat—The Fisheries .

At a committee meeting of th‘e com-
mon council this morning Commissioner
Fisher brought up the matter of perm-
anent pavement and also the question of
maintenance of track sections throughout

the city. He said he was anxious to ar-
range for permanent

pavements so tlzat
he could place contracts for the granite
blocks, etc. He also spoke ‘about a re-
commendation he submitted some time
ago regarding the city acquiring the
street railway, but the meeting did not
think it advisable to consider the mat-
ter, especially under present conditions.

Commissioner Fisher asked for author-
ity to get further information on the
subject of pavement ‘and permanent
foundations, and was granted it. He
said he favored placing permanent pave-
ment on both sides of the street and
to temporarily do the section between
the tracks with crushed stone or gravel.
He felt that the cost of permanent
foundation should bé borne by the com-

any.

5 szmissioncr Wigmore felt that it
would cost more in the end to keep the
temporary section in repair than it
would to make a good job of it and
meke the pavement permanent.

Mayor Hayes said that it had Jbeen
 brought to his attention that no progress
h% mrde regarding playgrounds
work and he- su , a list of dues-
tions as  follows: S ¢

‘Was ' any appropriation’ made for this
work in the estimates in 19162 What
would it cost to put playgrounds in ques-
tion in condition to be used?

These were referred to the commis-
sioner of public works,” who will report
at the next meeting.

A meeting of the common council then
took place. = Commissioner. Russell re-
commended that a renewal lease of
ground be granted St. Phillip’s -Church
for seven years. This was passed. He
also reported that he had awarded the
wiring of No, 5 shed to Hiram ‘Webb,
whose tender was $975.65. In answer to
Commjssioner McLellan he said the next
tender was Frank Vaughan, whose price
was 1,050. The latter had been appoint-
ed inspector of the work.

Assesment. :

A Jletter was read from the Trades
and Labor Ceuncil asking what progress
had been made by the assessment com-
mittee.

Amnother jwas read from J. Roy Camp-
bell saying that seven.meetings had been
held. Owing to some of the members
being actively engaged in patriotic work
a report had been somewhat delayed.

o/ A discussion took place regarding this
and it was felt that something should be
done to have a report ready for the
legislature. All pyesent felt that it was
urgent to have the report ready and a
resolution was passed emphazing this.

Mayor Hayes reported that: he had
appointed Robert Macintyre to audit.the
books of the St. John Railway Company
and also authorized him to get any as-
sistance necessary. This was confirmed.

Harbor Safety.

A letter was read from the Board of
Trade regarding the protection of the
port and the advisability of having fire
boats in the harbor. ‘I'hey also advo-
cated better lighting in West St. John
about the sheds and docks.

The matter of fire boats was discussed
at some length. Commissioner McLel-
land felt that it was essential to have a
good fire boat, but did not think ithere
was any in port adequately equipped. He
spoke about two available tugs, but said
they did not have sufficient power to
throw more than 5,000 or 6,000 gallons
of water a minute, wheréas it would be
advisable to procure a boat which could
pump about five times that amount.

Commissioner Russell said that a fire
boat was needéd and was in favor of pro-
curing one. Commissioner McLellan
said that it would cost about $125,000,
and he was not in favor of purchasing
one, but thought one might be secured
for service during the winter port sea-
son.

Commissioner Fisher read a communi-
cation from Hon. P. J. Venoit, minister
of public works, regarding the govern-
ment paying half the cost of permanent
road construction on highways leading
into St. John. He said he was not in
favor of establishing such a precedent,
for it would mean that every city and
town would want the same privilege.
He also spoke about the licensing of city
trucks and said he did not see how they
could be exempted unless the act was
amended.

Commissioner McLellan spoke about
an appropriation for a bell striker, a life
belt, a gas helmet and a pulmoter. He
said he was anxious to have the order
go through so that the expenditure could
be taken out of this year’s appropriation.
He said that amounts would. he $500
for the striker, $250 for a pulmoter and
8150 for the other two, a total of $1,050.
This was passed. .

Commissioner Fisher asked regarding
the appropriation of $2,500 for hose and
was informed by Commissioner McLel-
lan that $2,219.66 had been expended and
the remainder was in the city chamber-

I

ork_has been. done on propos- |

was the cost? When was the work done? |

- LOSSES AT SEA

IS LESSENING - HALIFAX  PAPER

Statement It Commons By
Premier Lloyd :
. George

SIAG MO SUBARNES

Also Building More Ships — Rus-
" Collapse : Has Deferred

sian
Realization of Hopes in The
Miiitary: Situation — Close Ce-
eperatiowin Use of Transport

London, Dec. 20--Speaking in _the

ST. JOHN, N. B.,, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1917

SOME PERTINENT
QUESTIONS BY

WhyWere Mont B anc and Ime
Permitted to Meet In
Narrows ?

WHAT ABOUT NAVAL PATROL?

Chronicle Says Inquiry Should
Cerver These Points—Unclaim-|
ed Dead to Be Buried on Next
Saturday—Investigation of Cases
of Alien Residents

'

Halifax, N. S., Dec. 20—%The public

House of Commeons tofay Premier Lloyd
George said that the margin of losses at:
sea was narrowing. The sinkings by
submarines, he was decreasing,
while shipbuilding was increasing. !

The premier. said :3 sinking of sub-|
marines was in¢ !
merchant tonnage was tdown 20 per cent,
he added, the loss should only be six per,
cent of ‘imports: over that of last year.|

Regarding the military situation, Lloyd|
George said it ‘wag‘idle to pretend that:
the hopes ' formed' had -hgen . realized. |
This disappdintment he attributed to the
Russian collapse. by

Paris; De¢, 18-=Close co-operation in
utilizing ‘means of maritime transport |
has been realized by the Allies, says an!
official note issuéd‘here ‘today, supple- |
menting* a* statement made at the time
of the inter-allied: conférence concluded
its sessions here. It was announced at
that time that the ‘Allies had decided to,
create ah organization for eosordination
of maritime activities, and today’s state-
ment says this council has been created,
consisting of representatives of _the
United $tates, Frane Grest Britaid
and Italy. : He

The .council will 'dfaw up schedules
for thedivision of tonnage in accordance
with the needs of each country for food
supplies and war | pu . A board
will be created dn each coun
on utilization. of the ¥
the disposal of that nat
board will be: composed
entel, minister of @

grain, under seeretar¥ far ‘provisions; |
M. Jeanneney, under secretsry for war; |
M. Lemery, under secretary for mer-
cantile marines; M. Sergent;‘under sec-
retary for finance, -and representatives of
the army, navy, Cchiefs of staffs and
chambers ofScommerce.

London, Dec. 20—Fourteen British
merchantmen of more than 1,600 tons
and three under that _tonnage were sunk
by mine or submarine during: the ‘week.
One fishing vessel was also. sunk.

" Boston Led in Club Fielding. ,

Chicago, Dec. 20—The Chicago Am-|
ericans, the team which won the world’s |
championship, was second in club field- |
ing in the American league, Boston, with
a total of .972, was five points to the
good in this department.

P. E. L. Marine Inquiry,
Halifax, Dec. 20—Captain Demers,
wreck commissioner, who is sitting on:
the Mont Blane-Imo inquiry here, has|
instructions to proceed to Prince Ed-
ward Island to make an inquiry into a
marine mishap there.

lain’s possession. In answer to a ques-
tion as to why it' had not been tendered |
for he said that it had been procured:
from four local firms. :
Commissioner- Russell recommended
that fishing lots on the East side of the;
harbor and near Nawy Island be sold atg
public auction on January 2.' This was
passed. -He has received permission of!
the council to prepare a.bill for the|
legislature which will give the city itself |
the right to dispose of the sale of fishery |
rights in case they are not disposed of at

. WEATHR
O

Issued by Author.
ity of the Depart-
ment of Marine and
Fisheries, R. F. Stu.
part, director of
.neterological service

J

Phelix and
Pherdinand

\ WONDER ¢
ShnTA i WY
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STEAM NACWT DOWY
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Synopsis—The weather has been mild '
from the Great Lakes eastward with
some light falls of rain in Ontario and
snow in Quebec, while it has become]
somewhat colder in Manitoba. ‘

Lakes and Georgian Bay, Ottawa and
Upper St. Lawrence Valleys—Fresh
southwest winds, cloudy with occasional
rain today and on Friday.

Lower St. Lawrence—Cloudy with oc-
casional snow or rain today and on Fri-

Gulf and North Shore—Fresh south-

light local snow or rain today and on
Friday. v
Snow or Rain,
Maritime—Moderate to fresh north-
east and ‘east winds, cloudy, some light

west winds, cloudy and mild with WI[AMERIGAN WIRELESS SERVICE
i
\

local snow or rain on Friday. | sage relayed yesterday from . Admiral

Lake Superior——Fresh winds, shifting
to northeast and north, local falls of rain
and snow, colder tonight and on Friday.

Manitoba—Fair and colder.

Saskatchewan and Alberta—Fair, not
much change intemperature.

New FEngland—Cloudy and unsettled
tonight. Friday, rain or snow, not much
change in temperature, light south winds.

8. Although the® ., ities as we understand, control the

to decide
P

'| subseriptions there - today total £1,200.

| America are our interests, so let us con-
sider our duty to our new country.

| your loyalty notorious. Don’t hide your

day. | they are there.”

have the right to know,” says the Morn-
ing Chronicle, “under what authority the|
Mont Blanc was allowed to approach the
Narrows, proceeding inward towards
Bedford Basin at the very moment when
the Imo was-outward bound. The naval

movements of all ships inward and out-
ward. It is imperative that the - public
should know "By whose authority the
Imo was ordered to feave her anchorage
in Bedford Basin at a time when it must

have been plain to the competent naval
authority that the two ships would meet)
in or hear the narrow channel which
leads from the inner harbor to
“Tt is also imperative,” says
icle, “not only for the purpose of this
investigation, but for the city’s security |
in future, to ascertain why a proper pa-|
trol was not maintained by naval craft
to keep the course clear for the muni-
tion boat. The naval authorities have a
large number of boats of various sorts
at their command in this harbor, but so
far as we have learned, none of them
had been employed in escorting: the
Mont Blanc on her way to Bedford
Basin. Why? The public have a-right
to know why these and other precau-
tions which we might mention were not
taken and, above all, why the risk of al-
Jowing these two steamers to meet in
this narrow waterway was taken.
“It may be that, technically, the juris-
diction of the court does not cover this

the Chron- |

J

ters and everything else which is: cal-
culated to throw any light upon the dis-
aster 30 as to ensure that there shall :be
complete safeguards for the future.”

To Bury the Unclaimed.

Halifax, N: S, Dec. 20—Arthur S.
Barnstead, chairman of the mortuary
committee, gave public notice today that
all the unclaimed bodies in the Che-
bucto mortuary will be buried on De-
cember 22, unless sooner removed from
the mortuary by relatives or ' friends.
There are now 117 bodies at the mortu-

ary. -

Halifax, N. S., Dec. 20—Lieut. Gover-
nor Grant has received from Governor
Willcocks of Bermuda a message, stating
that the Bermuda legislature has voted;
£500 for Halifax relief and that private;

The lieutenant-governor has also a mes-
sage from Governor Manning of Jam-
aica, stating that the legislature there
has voted £1,000.

Halifax, N. S., Dec. 20—Residents of
alien nationality in Halifax, who were
taken into custody-and interned immedi-
ately after the explosion will have their
cases investigated. An official of the de-
partment of justice has arrived here from
Ottawa for this purpose.

INTERN EVERY ONE OF
THEM, I MECESSHRY

United States Means Business If
.Enemy Aliens Do Not Act
Right

New York, Dec. 20—Warning' that if
it becomes necessary to intern every
enemy alien to win the war, the govern-
ment will not hesitate to act, was given
by Thomas D. McCarthy, United States
marshal, in an address last night to an
audience composed chiefly of German-
Americans. He urged his hearers to
carry the message to their friends, “and
tell them finally that America has never
failed in anything she has undertaken.”

J. F. Wischausen, who was born near
Bremen, and has been a resident of the
United States only two years, described
the efforts of the German and Austrian
governments ‘t‘o _cripple freedom of
thought of the common people. Just
compare the life of the people there with
our life in this land of freedom and op-
portunity,” he said. “The interests of

“German-Americans! throw out your
chests. You say you are loyal. Make

light under a bushel. Talk about the
stars in your service flag and tell why

HALF WAY ROUND GLOSE

|  Washington, Dec. 20—A wireless mes-
' Knight at Cavite, P. L, to Secretary Dan-
jels here announced completion of the
chain of government radio stations half
{ way round the globe.

!  From the Philippines the message was
flashed 4,700 miles to Pearl ,Harbor,

the basin.” ''p

‘Monday by Australian pilots.

: Hawaii, then to the Pacific coast and
| finally across the continent to Arling-
ton.

. TWELVE PAGES—ONE CENT

GERMANS HAVE 154
~ DIVISIONS IN WEST

Nearly Equal to Mightiest Army They Have
Ever Assembled; Portugese Win North of
Arras; Enemy Loses More Air Machines

Washington , Dec. 20—Germany’s
strength on the Franco-British front is
placed in official despatches at 154 di-
visions or within one division of the
great force amassed there last July when
the German military effort against
France was at its maximum.

Withdrawals from Russia and drafts
upon the younger classes of reservists
have enabled the Kaiser not only to
make up the enormous losses suffered in
bloody battles with the Allies, but to re-
place the men sent to aid the Austrians
in their invasion of Italy. Winter,there-
fore, finds Germany with armies facing
the Allies in France very nearly equal
to the largest before mustered, with ad-
vertisement of a great offensive, which
may presage another peace proposal.

The Allies, however, are understood to
maintain a considerable superiority in
numbers on the French front.

Portuguese Defeat Germans.

London, Dec. 20-—Portuguese ' troops
near Laventie, north of Arras, last night
repulsed an attempted German raid, ac-
cording to an official statement issued to-
day from British headquarters in France
and Belgium, The German artillery was
active in the Ypres sector.

rench Report. :

Paris, Dec. 20—The official statement
issued today by the war office ‘says:

" “There was .moderate artillery. activity
along the front last night. -There were,
no infantry actions.”

The Airmen,

) Dec. 20—Auviation activities
by the British army air service are re-
ported in an official statement last night
as - followss=—

“Good work was done in the air on
0] i Two of
them who were attacked by many hos-
tile“ scouts when, employed on artillery
worll succeedéd’in bringing down one of
the enemy’s machines in our lines and
dispewsed the remainder.

“On Tuesday a thick haze again lim-
ited flying to'the northern part of the
frant:where @ great deal of artillety pho-
togn work was done. During the

mm?‘i”rmw “stations, sidings and
trenches and many rounds were fired
fromthe air, into trénches and billets.

“Fighting in the air.on this part of
the front was intense all day and re-
sulted greatly in our favor. Seven hos-
tile machines were brought down by
our airplanes and one was shot down
in our lines by anti-aircraft gun fire

‘and another by the fire of our infantry.

Three- others were driven, down out of
control, three of our machjnes are miss-
ing.

“After dark yesterday our airplanes
bombed the St. Denis Westrem, Roulers
and Lychtervelde airdromes and the
Thourout, Ledeghem, Cambrai . and
Menin railways. - All of our machines
returned.”

: Our Casualties

London, Dec. 18—British casualties re-
ported in the week ending today totalled
17.976, as follows:—Officers killed or died
of wounds, 831; men, 38,181; officers
wounded or missing, 1,089; men, 13,429.

BUSY DAYS FOR /
THE FLOUR MILLS

Calgary, Dec. 20—It is learned _that
the purchasing representatives of the Al-
lied governments have arranged to tale
all the surplus flour and oatmeal manu-

! factured in Canada, and that already

every mill is working to capacity and
will continue to do 50 until the war is
over.

- PERSONALS

The Halifax Mail says:—Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas S. Daley, formerly of St. John,
who have previously been reported miss-
ing since the disaster, are safe, having
been with Captain and Mrs. Pelham,
Herring Cove, but are now at = their
former home in Morris street.
Major-General A. H. MacDonnell has
gone to Toronto for Christmas.

Miss Bernetta Power of Bathurst is
the guest®of Mrs. J. Bert Tower, Para-

dise row.

TEACHERS IN
~ SESSION N CITY

The Teachers’ Institute of St. John
city and county was opened this morn-
ing in the assembly hall of the High
scl:\lool with the president, W. J. Shea, in
the chair. There was a very large at<
tendance. In his opening address Mr.
Shea remarked that the teachers were
gathered together to discuss matters of
vital importance to them and the public.
He extended a hearty welcome to the
teachers.

Mr. Shea dealt with the methods em-
ployed by teachers in imparting knowl-
edge to the pupils. He said that it was
a recognized rule that the pupil should
do as much for hiﬁzel.f as he could and
that he should le to do things by
doing them. He showed that the teacher
should not tell the pupils too much, in

| fact they should not tell anything that

they could find out themselves. The
word education meant drawing out ‘of
the mind. The method of telling the
pupils what they learned was merely in-
struction and they would not remember
so well. He said, however, that instruc-
tion should play a large part in the
school curriculum, although not so im-
portant a role as the educative process,
Mr. Shea advised the paying of as much
personal attention to individuals as
could be done without damaging the cur-
riculum of the school. He explained
that some people were born with'a fac-
ulty for imparting knowledge but that
no one could impart knowledge 4f he
were not educatéd himself. Mr. Shea
said that teachers should be always
learning themselves and then they would
itli:ﬂnence the pupils in :.the same direc-

on.

J, W. Tait of the St. John High School
staff read an lemwi:l and interesting

: »

Ba.i:ei:t %m—“ﬂlsmry is today the

subjeet’ ! th
attention d&wwﬁnfacﬂf
cally no man, woman-or child of years
of understanding who is not watching

'almost . with .an exclusive interest the

trend of transpiring events and speculat-
ing on the future course of history. We
are living in a great history-making age,’
and while kingdoms are being obliterated
and boundary-lines: are -shifting, while
dynasties are. being overturned and the
nations of the world are engaged in a

‘struggle that must leave its imprint up-

on the future centuries, history acquires
an added significance and the teaching of
history in our schools should more earn-
estly engage our attention.

. “It is only of late years that men have
come to realize the important place that
history holds in education, and conse-
quently history today is conisdered one
of the most necessary subjects of the
c}xriculum. It is therefore highly essen-
tial that history should be taught with
great care and by methods which will
ensure the best possible results, The
pupils of today are the standard-bear-
ers of tomorrow, and we must see to it
that their equipment is complete to as-
sume the great task, that the empire may
not suffer because of us, and that the
triple cross may continue to float over
the same lands and ‘in the same lofty
atmosphere of freedom and justice as it
it was placed by our noble illustrious
fathers.”

WAR NOTES

British airman on Monday accounted
for four German machines. One Brit-
isher is missing.

The Norwegian steamer Maidag has’
beén torpedoed with the loss of three
men. The Narron was sunk by a mine
and five of her crew killed.

Only three little Italian vessels were
sunk in the last week.

The French government is discontinu-
ing the Bulletin Des Armees, a- weekly
paper published for the soldiers at the
front. Economy is the reason.

Speaks Of Wild Stories

Current In Halifax

Halifax, Dec. 20—That a state of hy-
steria existed here as & result of the dis-
aster of December 6, was stated this
morning by C. J. Burchell, K. C., coun-
sel for the owners of the steamship Imo.

The story had gone abroad, he said( that
there had been a German spy on the
Imo and other rumors of similar nature
had spread. Even today was named as
the time for an expected second explos-
jon. He suggested the desirability of
steps being taken to allay the hysteria.
Mr. Justice Drysdale replied that he felt

such steps were not within the scope of
the court.

Before the court adjourned for lunch,
Mr. Burchell referred to possible ad-

journment for two weeks. ‘Judge Drys-
dale said that the court proposed to sit
until the evidence of all witnesses who
would be going away was taken. The
court, he said, would sit as long as other
appointments would allow. The captain
and first officer of the Mont Blanc will
remain here until the inquiry closes. The
remainder of the crew have been permit-
ted to leave for New York.

Actual Work In Steel Cargo Ships Pro-

gramme

Is Begun

An Atlantic Port, Dec. 20—Markin g the actual beginning of production ot
standardized 5,000 ton steel cargo ships for the United States government,
Charles R. Page of the United States shipping board, today drove the first rivet
in the first of these vessels at a large s hipyard near here which has been rushed

to completion in seventy-six days.

The keels of two similar vessels are to be laid this month. The programme
of the private corporation building the s hips calls for the completion of 150 of
the cargo boats in the least possible time. -
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