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| Newspaper Opinions on His

Peace Offer Are Being
Clo;eiy Watched.

BERNSTORFF GRATIFIED
s, Relations With Germany

* . Expected to Become Quite

Friendly.

!

Washington, Dec. 22,—While noth-
ing - official came from Europe today
to show when the belligerents will re-
Ply to President Wilson’s note urging
discussion of peace. or what the na-
ture of the responses might be, the
London news desratches indicating
that an early reply was unlikely, be-
cause of the necessity of comsultaticn

' between the allies, agreed with a view
prevailing here.

Apparently - the administration, hay-
ng despatched the note, and in the in-

s terest of caution having taken stens
to see that no misconstruction abroad
was placed on 1he president’'s purpos-
€2, mow is caretully watching the ex-
pressions of opinicn, particularly inm
the British press. Ags the attit{!de of
the Teutonic allies had been clearly

' foreshadowed in advance and t e pres-

' ident, in the note specifically dis-
claimed any sssociation with that at-
titude, the interest of Ameriean offi-
cials centred on . the reception of the
note in the entente countries and
among the European neutrals.

It was recalled. ns the London des-
ratches, most of them hostile, ar.
rived, that similar exprassions greet-
ed the original proposals of the cen-
4ral allies, but that the views were
‘moderated 1r the British ~piss’ and

ong the entente diplomats here

reflection and discussion.
Germany More Friendly.
s:The suggestion from London that
the manner of replving to the presi-
dent’s note will differ from the form
.of replies to proposzls of the Clerman

(COntlnued on Page 13, Column 2).

W. F. O’'CONNOR, K.C.
TO PROBE COMBINES

Departments of Labor and Justice
Co-operating in Plans.

By a Staff Reporter.

: . Ottawa, Dec. 22.—There is a new and
important development in the fight
against the high cost of living. The de-
partments of labor and justice have ar-
ranged for co-operation in the working
out of the recently-enacted regulations
designed to reduce prices, and, at the in-
stance of Hon. T. W. Crothers, the min-
ister of labor,” W. F. O'Connor, K.C., of
Halifax, hak been appointed a commis-

er to investigate into certain condi-
tong which are assumed to have much
to de - with the prevailing high prices of
necessaries of life.

Mr.O'Connorwill immediately undertake
to delve into the doings of the barons
‘who control' Canada’s food supply and
other necessaries, and he will proceed to
any quarter within Canada where, in the
opinion ‘'of the minister of labor, the cir-
cumstances justify.

Letters for “Berlin,” Ont.
Will Go Back to Senders

By Staff Reporter.

Ottawa. Dec. —~Many persons
continue sending Jetters to Berlin, Ont.,
instead of Kitchener, regardless of the
fact that the name uf that place and

<) Postofiice has been officially changed.
W Today the postoffice department an-
nounce that no letters addressed to
“Berlin” will be delivered, but will be
returned to the senders marked “No

29
by

WEATHER IMPROVES
ALONG BRITISH FRONT

Aeroplanes Resume Flights to
Assist Artillery in
Operations.

London, Dec. 22.—The officiaal com-
munication hs_?ed by the war office this
evening says':-, ;

“Last night (Thursday) the enemy
bombarded our front on the south bank
of the Ancre. We repulsed an attempted
raid opposite the ¥:hanzsollern redoubt.

“During the day (Friday) considerable
artillery activity prevailed on both sides
of the Ypres-Messines areas. North of
the Ancre our artillery dispersed some
enemy working parties. Between the
Ancre and the Somme, our front was

shelled intermittently at various points.

‘“Yesterday, during a few bright inter-
vals, our airplanes co-operated success-
fully with our artillery. One of our ma-
chines has not returned.”

Wounded Canadian Officers
Entertained by Connaughts
Canadian Associated Press Cable,
London, Dec. 22.—The Connaughts are
entertaining * wounded overseas officers

at Bagshot Park over Christmas and
New Year's. y

FLOOD OF PARCELS
- ON-WAY T0 FRONT

Numberleaq: Trucks  Convey
Presents to British and
Canadian Soldiers.

GREAT ORGANIZATION

Bulk of Mail Received by

With the British Armies in France,
Dee, 22, via London.—(From a staff
correspondent of the Associated Press).
—In the last few vays before Christ-
mas it is a strange procession; indeed;
that winds its way on the travel-scarr-
ed roads of northern France to where
the greatest armies the world has ever
known are locked in a life and death
struggle. .

Vieing with the seemingly endless
train of motor trucks, groaning under
capacity weights of powder, shells and
all the varied and sinister material of
war, are numberless other trucks fairly
bulging with presents and greetings of
the yuletide. Oddly enough, both
types of trucks are ‘decorated gainly
with holly and mistletoe. Tt appears
now that no soldier, regardless of how
humble his station, will be forgotten.

: Vast Amount of Mail

The handling of the vast amount of
mail for the English, Canadian and
Australasian troops is - fraught with
great difficulties, for powder and shell
assert their prerogative of preference

(Continued on Page 7 ,Column 4).

ITALIAN HYDROPLANES
THROW BOMBS ON POLA

Make Targets of Wharves, Mili
tary Workshops and War-
ships.

An offi-
Italian

Rome, Dec. 22, via Paris.
cial announcement—by the
admiralty today says:

“A w®ection of’ our hydro-aeroplanes
threw bombs on the military works
and warships at the port of Pola., All
our hydro-aeroplanes returned safely
notwithstanding 'that they were sub-
jected to a violent cannonade and at-

tacks by enemy aircraft.”

F— —

such pastoffice in Ontario.”

+« WAR SUMMARY «

THE DAY’S EVENTS REVIEWED

HE Turks have evacuated El Arish, a town on the Egyptian
border, 90 miles east of the Suez Canal, and thpy have ret{red
east and scutheastward, according to an official communica-
The British occupied the town two

tion of the British war office.

days after the Turks had retreated.
Turks ff)r two years; it was strongly fortified by earthworks thrown
up in front of it by the Turks, and even recent.l_y they had carried out
a large amount of work to strengthen the position. Re
€vacuation of this town, and its passing again to British hands, the
London communique says that it is a serious blow to the Turks from
4 moral and military point of view. y
had every intention of offering a stubborn resistance.

ing the enemy admits ti)e difeat Of his Eg}.fptxan campa

’ It is not made plain by the

Bovery of El Arish whether the Turks retreated before the advance
of a superior number of British forces, that is, before the menace of
direct frontal pressure, or whether they withdrew because their mili-
tary strength had become unequal to the task of holding their far-
flung lines and because they were compelled to adjust their forces to
, Protect Bagdad as soon as the British began to besiege Kut-el-Amara.

| when President
‘1 livered and-
iheourse; iy

US. CANNOT AFFECT
_POLICY OF BRITAIN

Hostility Toward Note Recalls
Reception of Cleveland’s
Message.

ANSWER BERLIN SOON

Reply to Central Powers Vir-
tually Arranged When Wil-
son Note Came.

London, Dec. 23.—Chiet
here concerning President
note to the belligerent and neutral
powers on the possibilities of the bel-
lizgerents making known their require-
ments concerning peace now centres
upon the reception of the document
by the central powers, The first ad-
vices received here from Germany re-
garding the. note evince enthusiasm
over the note and welcome it, The
discussion here overnight was so ab-
sorbed in British enmotiors and as to
lhg type' of what sghould be Great
Britain’s reply, that the attitude of the
central powers commanded little at-
tention,

“The note continues to be the only
subject of interest here. Its only par-
allel in Anglo-American relations as
regards the sensation it created was
President Cleveland’s Venezuelan ‘mes-
sage and the two documents are coup-
led as having created ‘a similar im-
pression. Y

“AHll discussion in official quarters
emphasizes the point that the policy
of the allies and their procedure tow-
ard the peace overtures of the central
Pewers will not be altered by Presi-
dent . Wilson's appearance upon the
stage as a. participant in events.

The enténte allies will present their
reply to the centra] pcwers very soon
and a reply to President Wilson will
come later, but probably net within
a. fortnight. The reply.to- the central
powers had virtually been “arranged
Wifon's note was de-
will. take ‘its p&'ad,estined

interest
‘Wilson's

RUSSIANS RETREAT
INDOBRUDJA AGAIN
Regiment T;r:;s Bulgarians

Into Lake in Brisk
Fighting.

ENEMY GETS NO OIL

British Military Mission Re-
ports Destruction of Wells
and Refineries.

Special Cable to The Toronto World.

—The main features
of the news from the Rumanian front
are the fact that under attacks by
greatly superior nunibers the Russian
force in tne Dobrudja has begun to
withdraw to the northward, and that
catching the Bulgarians at a disad-
vantage after their advance from: Lake
Babadagh the Russians faced about
and threw them into Lake Ibolata, the
greater part of them being drowned.
One hundred and fifteen were taken
prisoner. ,

The attack was; carried out by a
Russian regiment and it met with com-
plete success.

The retreat of the Dobrudja forces
was caused by the bringing of vastly
superior forces of the enemy into the
combat. The Russians offered desper-
ate resistance until they perceived the
great preponderance of force brought
against them, and then they began to
withdraw. .

On the northern bank of the Danube
the Teutons made active attempts to
attack the Russians, but they were
repulsed by the Russian fire.

British official communication issued
today says:

A satisfactory report has been re-
ceived from the British military mis-
sion in Rumania of the destruction
nnder orders of the Rurmnanian Govern-
ment of the oll wells and refineries in
and near the principal oil fields.

Teutonic forces continue to advance
in the Dobrudja and haye taken 900
Russian prisoners, says the official
statement issued from German genem]
headquanters in Berlin today. On the
other fronts there has been but little

El Arish had been held by the

Referring to -the

activity.

LABOR LIKELY TO GIVE
SERVICE PLAN SUPPORT

By a Staff Reporter.
Ottawa, Ont., Dec. 22.—The attitude of

It recently appeared that they|
By retreat- |
ign. l

British communication on the re-

(Continued on Page 2, Columns 1 and 2.)

&

v

the Dominion Trades Congress in connec-
tlon with the national service campaign
will be largely determined tomorrow,
woon. on t-e invitation of Sir Robert
Borden and R. B. Bennett, M.P., director-
general ot national service, the congress
executive will meet them in an inter-
view on this subject.

The labor congress has not as yet de-
fined its attitude toward national service
registration, altho some of the western
trade unions .and labor councils have
shown activity in discussing it.

Ome of the congress officials stated
that if the plan of the government is for
a purely voluntary movement, not only
will the congress executive approve of it,
bnt it may even ask the workers of Can-
ada to render al] the assistance in the
c! d:rp&izn and the officers will give their
al

Sy a Staff F
Ottaws;. Des
United States H
antiBritish in g
Libited entry
Die Abendschule;
man magazine publizshed at St. Louis,
Mo.; Beiz Bozy, a Pelish weekly. print-
ed at Chicago; sypunh Winca, a Ger-
i man Sunday newspaper printed at Wi-

nong, Minn.; ‘W €
rona, Minn,, %

derer, a QGer
Minn.; Narod$
tri-weelkfy at
Journal of Ne
Cincinpatier 'F
daily newspape
nati, and Tag)i
German daily
lished at Cin

‘Canada. They are:

Vola, a Ruthenian
n, Pa.; Freeman's
an Irish weekly;

there Will Be Serious
‘Delayin Shipping Grain.

$ e
Mackenzie, president of
“ﬁarqiern Rafiwiy eys-
tome - yesterday from a
business to'the west which

188 'Victoria, B.C.

&

Sir Wmiﬁ,m
the Canadfan
tem, arrivet
Him a4 To a
reporter for The World Sir Willigm
said that he found business conditions
very good in the prairie provinces and
much better than he had expected to
find: them on the Pacific coast; The
lumber industry in British’ Columbia
had revived and 'all thé mills were
running full time,

Referring to | the report that the
Canadian Northern would be running
thru trains from Toronto to Victoria
by the early summer Sir William said
that the big car ferriés were under
construction and nearly completed, but
they would have tv be shipped either
by the Panama Canal or around Cape
Horn, and if the latter route was
chosen a considerable time must
elapse before the new service was irs
augurated. It was the purpose of the
road to run a car ferry from Steven-
sen, upon the mainland, to Patricia
Bay, upon Vancouver Island, a dis-
tance of 40 miles, and the trains
would then run overland to Victoria,

Rails Are Scarce.

“We have been practically doing no
construction work,” Sir Wilkam said
in reply to a question,
year, alho we have

(Continued on Page—4, Column 6).

German U-Boat is Sunk

Paris, Dec. 22.—The German sub-
marine TU-46 has been sunk by de-
stroyers, acsording to a Nantes de-
spatch, The TU-46 recently
steamers off St. Nazaire.

FRENCH ATTACK FOE
TAKING PRISONERS

Surprise Actions Permit Allies
to Destroy Small German
« Outposts.

DUEL BEFORE VERDUN

Spirited Artillery Fighting Pro-
ceeds on Banks of

Meuse.

2

Paris, Dec. 22.—The foiowing offi-
cial communication was issued today:
“In the course of the day rather
spirited artillery fighting took place
in the region of Haudomont work,
Louvemont and the Chambrettes Farm
(Verdun region.)

“Several surprise attacks which were
carried out t0 the east of St, Mihiel, to
the Gerechants Wood, at Chapelette,
north of Celles (Viosges) and in the
Fave Valley, enabled us to destroy
small enemy outposts and to bring back
some prisoners. On the rest of the
front there was intermittent cannonad-
ing.”

%elgﬂan communicastion:

“On the southern portion of the Bel-
gian front the bomb and

struggle has been very violent. Our
field and trefich batteries silenced the
enemy artillery/” '

" fortnightly Ger- .

and Der \Va‘n: ¥
kly of St. Paul, 3

“for the past
considerable

By Destroyers, Says Paris

sank

2 dience which

Sir Robert Horden and R. B. Bennett, M.P.. who spoke in Toronto last
night to explain thn government's national service scheme,

{C: N..R. WILL RECOVER
IF TIME IS ALLOWED

Sir Alexander Bertram Says He is
Now Oppesed to National-
ization.

\8pesial.to The Toronto World.
Montreal, Dec. 22.—Btigadier-Goneral
Sir "Alex#nder Bettipm, fho has return-
ed from Vabcouves. af traveling to
the coaist over the. C.N.Ri, said today
that e was now againgt natjonalization,
as a. lttle: breathing space is all ihat
is required to put the Canadian North-
ern on its feet. With only 12 per cent.
of the territory passed thru under culti-
vation, Sirf Alexander says that an ad-
ditional 12 per cent. would bring double
tracks from Fort Willlam to Edmontor.
He says that few people realize .that the
C.N.R. 'runs thru territory from Winni-
peg to IEdmonton capable of producing
over 400,000,000 tvshels of wheat, caicu-

lating twently bushels to the acre. He
found four thousand men at work ship-
building in Vancouver, with a payroll
of - $100,000 per week. Ewery .business,
he says, is good except real estate.

AUSTRIAN CABINET

New Ministry Outlines Pro-
gram—Will Assemble
Parliament.

HUNS STILL' CONTROL

Closer Relations Will Be Es-
tablished With Germany,
" Says Manifesto.

s

Vienna, via London, Dec. 22.—The
following official statement was is-
sued today outlining the policy of the
| new ministry:

“This government has been entrust-
ed with the direction ‘of affairs at a
serious time and >ffice has been as-

sumed with a feeling of the greatest
responsibility. Ifs first aim will be
the restoration of full conrstitutional
conditions and the creation of necessary
conditions for tbat purpose and for
the assembling of parliament.

“Among its earliest tasks will be the
conclusion of a treaty between the wwo
states constituting the monarchy re-
garding econcmic relations. Another
task will be the establishment of cioser
economic relations with the German
Empire Both tusks will tend to-
ward the political and ecomomic con-
solidation of Austria,

“Other tasks in prospect are social
rroblems which have considerably in-
creased in importance since the war,
the development of popular educ:ition
and new regulations for state econ-
cmy. The duty of feeding the people
will be the first care of the ministry.”

SATURDAY AT DINEEN'S.
Saturday is the day for men’s hats
;and furs at Dineen’s., Store open until
10 o'clock in the evening and plenty
of salespeople to give prompt attention
to the big rush of business in evidence
at Dineen's every Saturday. Men's
fur-lined coats, coon coats, and heavy
winter cloth coats, priced and arrang-
ed for the Christmas season. Furs for
motoring, robes, chauffeurs’ fur coats
from $35 upwards, motor gauntlets.
& D. Dineen Co,, Litd., 140 Yonge
Toronte,

| w.
" ;e s

T0 FEED PEOPLE

NICKEL FROM US.

Gerrﬁa*n Consul ‘General at

“War Fund.”

SHIP THRU NEUTRALS
German Embassy in Washing-

ton Supplies Some of

the Money. .

San Francisco, Deec. 22.—Workings
of the German consulate at San Fran-
cisco during war times were revealed

today in the U. S. district court Y | jonged applause. He said he would

the cross-examination of German con-
s.ul-general Franz Bopp, zccused with
8iX others of conspiracies to violate
American neutrality by hindering
shipments of war munitions to Eng-
land ‘and her allies.

Bopp admitted existence
“secret” ‘German consulate “war fund”
aggregating mcre than $100,000. Some
of the money, he said, came from the
German embassy in Washington. John
Preston, United States district attor-
aey, was endeavoring to show that
the alleged conspiracies were financed
on a gigantic scale. He asked Bopp
if his war fund ever reached $1,000,-
000. Bopp said that it had not.

“We spent the money to buy rub-
ber and nickel for Germany,” the con-
sul replied. “We shipped the materials
thru neutral countries”

Other Uses Undisclosed

To what other uses the money was
put was not revealed. While Prea-
ton was questioning Bopp about “such
an enormous fund” Bopp exclaimed:

“Why the British consulate here has
millions.”

“What is your attitude regarding
the sinking of passenger ships carry-
ing munitions?’ Preston asked,

“I didn’t cry when I heard of the
destruction of such ships,” Bopp re-
terted.

Preston endezvored unsuccessfully
to get the witness to admit that send-
ing spies into Canada constituted a
military expedition. The court finally
headed off further questions along!
that line and the distric* attorney re-
sumed his effort to show that the em-
ployment of Smith as a spy rather
than as a dynamiter was absurd.

WILSON HAS FAILED
TO WEIGH EVIDENCE

Paris Temps Says He Had His
Chance Early in the War.

of &

Paris, Dec. 22.—The Temps, which
carries great political weight, after al-
luding to what it terms the “courteous
and precise form of President Wilson's
note.” says:

“It certainly seems that the Wash-
ington cabinet in itz deswe for peace
has neglected to look the problém in
the face and weigh the reaj evidence.
i Preeident Wilson’s
mental
refusal to pass upon the initial re-
spcnsibility for the war, Judge what
the two groups of belligerents say and
think about peace! Can one forget
that one of them deliberately broke
the peace, while the other did every-
thing to keep it?”

ASK EXTENSION OF TERM.
Ottawa, Dec. 22.—The Western Do-

minion Railway Co. will apply to par- moral and military

liament naxt session for

extension, of
time of construction,

¢ e

B. Bennett, M.P., Con-
vinced It Would Create
Strife—Appeals.for Unity
and Sacrifiee — Victory

R

/B efore W‘“ec, Says
'r . e r.- A

That the issue of.the war was. still
in doubt, that any. attempt to enforce
enseription in Canada would produce
1, war, -and that the. country

88 thru a severe period of in-
dislocation and wnemployment

Atter the war were the . somewhat
alarming and depressing ‘statements
made by R. B. Bennett. M.P., director

general of r ’“ ®.' to the vast au-
prime ministiias

las b

Hall last night " =~
Sir Robert Bord¢h and party arrived
in the city yesterday morning from
Winnipeg, and were the guests of the
city at a luncheon at the King XEd-
ward Hotel at one o'clock p.m. The
Massey IHall meeting. calied in the in-
terests of the national service move-
ment, was the last of a series which
had'been addressed by the prime min-
ister and Mr. Bennett during the past
three weeks. Amn overflow meeting had
been arranged for the Metropolitan
Church, but tho the capacity-of Mas-
sey Hall was taxed, space was found
for the big audience and the meeting

at Massey

' in the church was abandoned.

GETS TO GERMANY.

Mayor Presides,

Mayor Church presided and a num-
ber ‘of prominent éftizens occupied
seats on the platform. Premier Hearst .
was 'pre‘venwa' from attending by ht;xv
dispositio byt was_ represented by
Hon. Dr. i’yn‘o nd Hon, W. D, Mec-
«Joined with Mayor Church in weleom -
ing the prime ministér and Mr. Ben-
nett, and assured them that the pro-
vineial govérhment' would do-operate
in every way with the mational ser-
vice movement. He took occasion to
- comment upon the peace proposals of
President Wilson, and his declaration
that the terms of peace would not bos
dictated from Washington was recelv-
ed with great applause. F. F. Pardee,
M.P., the chief Libheral whip, made a
spirited addrese in which he said that
the rather pompous term of mational
service simply meant that every one
in Canada should do his bit.

The prime minister upon rising to
speak was gretted with loud and pro-

the
Rt Rk

leave to Mr. Bennett the §ask of ex-

. plaining just what the national service

{Continued ‘on Page 4, Column 2).

EL ARISH FALLS
* INBRITISH HANDS

Tprkish Campaign Against
" Egypt Ends After Two
Years.

R —

'SERIOUS BLOW TO FOE

Defeat is Grave .for Moslems
From Military and Political
Viewpoint.

——

Special Cable to The Torontn World,

London, Dec. 22.—The cause of the
Turkish evacuation of F1 Arish. 90
milee east of the Suez Canal on the
Egyptian frontier, after making of ex-
tenbjve fortifications with a view to
its permanent occupation and strong
defence it attacked, furnishes a mys-
tery for London mim,i.\ry critics,

This town was occupied by British
forces two days after the retreat of
the Turks to the east and the southe
east.

It is believed that this event marks
the definite defeat of the Turkish cam-
‘paign against Egypt. It ig not known
whether a force from Igypt-is ad-
vancing against the Turks to expc!
them or whether the Turks were re-
called from Egypt to be sent to Meso-
potamia,

funda- |
error dates far back, to his!

;work had recently been carried

The British official communication
says that yesterday the Egyptian Town
of El Arish was occupied by British
troops after being for two years in the
hands of the enemy. From the fact
that the enamy had construsted
vury strong entrenched pesition cover-
ing El Arish and a large amount of
out
there, it appeared that the enemy had
every intention of offering a2 stubborn
resistance.  They abondoned thetr po-

ysition on Tuesday night and retroated

und
10

southenst, It is ¢
the Turks from o
point ef view,
The population of El Arish was

to the »~ast
serious blow

ltha.n 20,000 before the war,




