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such worthy ones are few. For the greater part, politics are in

Canada what they are in tht: United States, one of the lowest

of all the games that offer success to ability devoid of honor.

The best men, and the most thoughtful among them in either

country, are not to be found in political life ; such men shrink

from the ordeal which is the lot of the political candidate.

The successful men are generally those who are popular in the

billiard-room, liberal in treating at the bar, or foremost on the

turf or lucky in the gambling pool. As a rule too, these men

are without means and of no social standing ; they are devoid

also of education and of the knowledge indispensable to com-

petently help in the making of laws. If a man enters public

life without fortune and stripped of all honorable ambition, it is

deadly certain that his chief aim is to further his own interests.

Given an unscrupulous politician at the head of government,

and he will buy these men as a butcher buys a flock of sheep.

It is true that these men give a semblance of patriotism

to their movements by allying themselves with a party ; but

this party has become a machine, and the harm that the

machine does to public interests and public morals is greater

even than could be accomplished by loose fish who held

themselves aloof from either side. I take it for granted that

there is a splendid opportunity in store for young men in

Canada, provided they stand aloof of the machines and take

as their watchword, not Protection or Free-Trade, but the

purification of public life. I say the young men, because the

older ones have already suffered themselves to be bound to the

wheel, and to the end will go sinning for the party rather than

bring upon their brilliant nrimes the reproach of " turncoat."


