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but that all were permitted the free and unrestrained
exercise of their pecuharities. Although as early as
1788 Mr. Garrettson had visited the southern borders
of the state, and preached in a few places, it was not
until this year that any of our preachers obtained a
permanent foothold there ; but this year, Joshua Hull
was sent to Vermont, and his labors were made
a blessing to many. Since that time the cause of
Methodism has advanced rapidly among the people in
almost every part of the state, to the reformation and
salvation of thousands of souls.

This year also Methodism was introduced into the
province of Maine, by the indefatigable labors of
Jesse Lee. In Portland he preached in the Congre-
gational church, and then passed on through Freeport
and Bath, crossed the Kennebeck river, and went as
far as the town of Penobscot. In most of the places
he was cordially received, and succeeded in forming a
regular circuit, and this laid a foundation for the perma-
nent establishment of Methodism in Maine. He gives
the following account of his firstvisit to Portsmouth :

" Sunda;^ the 8th of September, I went to hear Mr.
Walters in the forenoon and in the afternoon. After he
was done, I went with some friends to the court-house,
but the great men would not let us go into the house to

preach, so I got on the step of the door of the court-house
and began. When I commenced I had about a dozen
people, but they soon began to flock together, and I hud
some hundreds of them to hear me before I had done.
They stood in difl^erent parts of the streets. I found much
freedom in speaking, and the word reached many of tho
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as though they had been in a meeting house."
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