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v<'ssel.s of totnpcn'd clay. Tlicy carved very h»'autiful iind

{H'rU'ct models ot'birds and <|uadiii|)cds, out ol'sloiie, as \vc set!

ill some re(;eiitly opened nioiiiids. 'I'liey eulti\ Jited the most

iiiip(jrtaiit ol' all tlie ancient Mexican y:rains, the zciimays.
Thev raised the tobacco plant, to he oti'ered, to their Clods,

as iVanUinceiise. Tiiey used the A/tec dium in their reli-

gious ceremonies and war diinces. They employed tin-

Very ancient Asiatic art of recordintj; ideas, hy means of

representalive devices. They helieved in the oriental doc-

trines of transfornifition. and tin- power of necrninancy.

Tiicir (a-al fictions on this head, an' so replete w ith fancy,

that they mijfht give scope to llu' lyre of some future west-

ern Ovid. Tliey held, with I'ythaj^-oras, tlu; doctrine of tlie

transmii^ration of souls. Tfiey helieved. indeed, in dujili-

catc souls. They fielieved with Zoroaster, in the two jireat

creative and anta'j:onistical principles of Onmisd and Ahri-

man, and tli^y fiad tiikv, and have srii.i,. an inlliiential and

powerlul order of jiriests, who uphohl the principles of a

sacred fire.

'J'o these principles, they a|)peal non\ as they did in the

days of the discovery. They helicve in the sacred charac-

ter of Fire, and regard it as the mysterious element of the

Universe, which typilics the Divinity. They helicve, and

practice strictly, with the d(!sc(Mulants of Ahraham, the law

ot separation, hut not th<' |)ractice of circumcision, ^\i1h

the ancient IMio'nicia ns, tlicy altrihuti' extraordinary {)0\\-

ers, to the wisdom and subtlety of the .Serpent, and this'

re|)tile holds a high place in their mythology. They regard

the Tortoise, as the original increment, and medium of the

creation ot the Earth, and view the Bear and the Wolf as

enchanted heroes of supernatural eiieriries. And they have

adopted the devices of these three afiiiiials as the general

Totemic types and bond ol their separation into clans.

Tliey are as observant as any of the orientalists were, ol

tin.' Uiglit of birds. They draw, with the ancient ("hahleans,

](rognostications from the clouds. 'J'hey preserve the simple

mii^ic of ihe Arcadian pipe, which is dedicated to love.

'J'hcy jjcople their woods and mountains, and romantic


