
1« OUR FOREIGNERS

became leaders in the professional and business life
in their communities. In Boston, in Chaxlestor,
in New York, and in other commercial centers, the
names of streets, squares, and public buildings at-
test their prominence in trade and politics. Pew
names are more illustrious than those of Paul Re-
vere, Peter Faneuil, and James Bowdoin of Mas-
sachusetts; John Jay. Nicholas Bayard. Stephen
DeLancey of New York; Elias Boudinot of New
Jersey;HenryLaurens andPrancisMarionofSouth
Carolina. Like the Scotch-Irish, these French Prot-
estants and their descendants have distinguished
themselves for their capacity for leadership.

The Jews came early to New York, and as far
back as 1691 they had . synagogue in Manhattan.
The civil disabilities then so common in Europe
were not enforced against them in America, except
that they could not vote for members of the legis-
lature. As that body itself declared in 1737, the
Jews did not possess the parliamentary franchise in
England, and no special act had endowed them
with this right in the colonies. The earliest repre-
sentatives of this race in America came to New
Amsterdam with the Dutch and were nearly all

Spanish and Portuguese Jews, who had found
refuge in Holland after their wholesale expulsion


