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that although tbor were tenned freemen^ ihoj were rea)^ eompeOed
to do the work of sorfs. AVe find thatjIuH^ff that period they were
allowed aimplv such wag^s as would aoordthem the bar^t poaeible

ooveruiff for their bodies and the eoantieet ppesible meant of aiybeiit-

ence. And vet, Sir. through all thai long period of dtokneei and dlt-

treu to the labouring man; he was compeflied to eewe^tha Stat^i «ith^
in the public armiei or in d<^ing publio work*, ip aii extent far in

escoBB of any labour which the labouring , men of this dav perform
when it is of a voluntary character and performed at a fixed prioe

bargained for by themBelyea* At the preeent day the eohditione of

labour are praoticolly ihe.eamiBin Canada a» jp J^ngland. |n both
countries the arrangements inrith reg^ to it are now subjeo^ to son-

Uitions on which jmaster and em^loy^ must of iieoesuiy agre^ The
labourer in Canada is, however, in a position a goOd deal aupeiior, I

think, in other respects to that of the labourer in JSngl^pd, beoapsein
Cauada—in all the country places, at ajl events, and to a great exteikt

in the cities also—every mbouring man may, if he lik^, have a home
on soil owxied as well as occupied by himsell.

,mdi*t.flv0iit\n' EfTsot off BeatrlotlTe Laslatetloa. lo om<.
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I waa abotit to allude to laws of a restrictire chsraoter vhwh hari
been enacted apparently for the protection of the worklngman, but
really in order to bring about a most evil result to fvexyi on* of

them. All laws which have a tendency to prevept the free exehange
of labour, which make labour tributary to capital, which make the
omploy6 a mere serf to the employer, moat of neoeasity affect in-

juriously the interests of the workingman.. .<<»/*

[A disorderly interruption Jiert ocoorrcd, laitinff foir itlwat flra mlnniw : it ma mmM
by an obsUnnte individual io th9 t>»i<'<Ue of tbe hall who twratated in ttaBdlng on hit
and aoting in an eceentrio fashion ; he wa« ulUiastely, however, iBdnoM f« aicdo^n.l

I was proceeding. Sir, to renriurk on the eyilt^nddticy of all tiMtrie-

tive laws—that is, laws whiqh unnecessarily,interfere with contra^tii

between man atid man. ^^ii^dsoly the f^^^^ ^ripdpl^ %hieh affect!

contracts for labour affects contracts foi| any'otiW cdtninodiiy ; att4

whatever deprives a mail of the liberty to transfer his tibouir to thift

market that he thinks best adapted to meet his wants, iuid to fi^tnish

him with the equivalent whi<m'his labour is intended to purchase,
miist of necessity have an injurious effect upon thfo publid polirar ^ a
people subjected to such a system of lawi. Those whfiili^d duhhg
the time of the ajg;itation for the repeal of the Corn I^ws ih' Bnj^Iand
r-that gireat! figitation against the last veiitigQ of jpiroteotldn in^hi^h

cursed for ao long^ the Mather Country—Hiimnoi /but remember i^e
depilorable state to wliich the population Of SInff|and wae iK)du|b^ by
this attempt to protect the fanner and ^he lan<^ord'ai the expense of

all t^e rest of t]|e community.
_

(Cheon^O^, ^r i*i is we|^. known to

every Englishman present who' lived in ^Engianol f<!>rt^ 6t lifty yeftrs

ago, that at jQiat time there was, iiistead of prosperity as is,domm<^nly
supposed, a con diti<^n of the utmost depression in th<p Mothe^Country

.

(A, voice
—" That's sa'7 As long as prc^ectiye laws'rei^auieain force it

was supposed ^ata,certain class would bo benefited, and thatj(iO0tl|ier

class would sufferi "any u^jury from i^em; It iiii^ however^, JumposQible

to protect any particulai,- interOst unless it t>e at the expense of otheil

interests. (Hour, hear.) Now, Sir, I reinember very well when John
Bright, George Thompson, Richard Cobden, and ouier great men of

that timi^ had the far-seeing eye of statesmen to observe the disastrous


