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with tlio Foraniiniferu, Protoplasta, niul Moiicni, as lihiKopoila, but propose

for this chisH to substitiuo the naiiic of Sarcodiiia.

In my studios of tlio Protozoa, or animals of tho lowest siibkingdom,

I have habitually viewed as Hhizopods the live ordinal groups indicated

in tho above classification. This accords with the views of Prof F. K.

Sdndzc, an able investigator of tho class. In a recent number of the

Arehiv fiir Mikroscopischo Anatomic for 1877, \). 21, ho remarks, that his

researches led him to consider as pertaining to tho Khizopods, as an

essentially harmonious whole, all those low forms which, during the greater

part of their life, and especially during the period of their highest perfec-

tion, hold intercourse with tho exterior world, move about, and obtain food,

by moiins of extensile processes of tho viscid body-substance, which are

again capable of flowing back completely into tho hatter.

The first two orders of the Khizopods—the Protoplastaandthelleliozoa

—

are those wliich are connnonly designated as tho 'Fresh-water Rhizopods';

the Radiolaria and the Foraminifora, with part of the Monera, are marine.

Fresh-water lihizopods are to be found almost everywhere in positions

kept continuously damp or wet, and not too much shaded. They are

especially frequent and abundant in comparatively quiet waters; clear, and

neither too cold, nor too much heated by the sun, such as lakes, ponds,

ditches, and pools. They are also frequent in wet bogs and savannas,

among mosses, in springy places, on dripping rocks, the vicinity of water-

falls, springs, and fountains, and in marshes, wherever the ground is suffi-

ciently damp or moist to promote the growth of algae They are also to

be found in damp shaded places, among alga?, liverworts and mosses, about

the roots of sedges, rushes and grasses, or those of shrubs and trees grow-

ing in or at tho borders of bogs and ponds or along ditches and sluggish

watercourses. They are likewise to be found with algae in damp shaded

positions in tho depressions and fissures of rocks, in the mouths of cfives,

among decaying logs, among mosses and lichens, on the bai'k of growing

trees, and even in the crevices of walls and pavements about old dwellings

and in cities.

The fiivorite habitation of many kinds of Rhizopods is the light super-

ficial ooze at the bottom of still waters, where they live in association with

diatoms, desmids, and other minute alga^, which form the chief food of

most of these little creatures. They never penetrate into the deeper and


