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pubtHhed, and without 1» doubt, qoiitaini a; much ^ipttcr proportion of
thefe than moft of the periodical publications in Britain. Thu drcttm-

ftance, howcve^^ ishere ftated mexcij m a matter •/faBy-ixA Jl not^ ad-

duced as;a proof a|pts fuperior eveelience. Had ' fewe^ original pieceil

Been admitted, it is by r>6 means trapirobaBle' that its intrih0c meVic

might have been the greater; asWtll c|u>fen copiea from other woiE|k»

may be niore valuable, than compositions that have neVet bedn publi'Qitid.

Had originality of ma^er been all his aim, the editor might eafily haVe
fatisfied himfelf; as he has materjials taf his pofleffion that might have!

filled feveral volumes,, without taking » fingle Une fi'om aily printed

work whatever. But ^ die ayowe^ritention of this mi(bellany, is ta
ieledE from other pei-forman^es, a« well fu to give new matter, h<; thinkt

he Ihottld have been to blam(;,haf^Ki^ot attempted in fome'tt^
comply with the terms of ^i;^ pn^fol% This he Has done i^. to ihia

particular to a certain <%r#tf, though» were he^ himfelf tO judge, hot to

much as he ought to- have done
^ but he thinlcs he perceives, mat other*'

put a higher value upon mere originality as fiich,. than he does jp riot Will

he prefume to £st up h^ own j,ud^eiit as a ftandard for others, but will

endeavour to accpmmodate himlelf in every innocent compliance, a»
much as he cav^to the dc%c» o£ the public. Ko paVt of the office thie

falls to hik flwre as an editor, is halffi» diiagreeabfe^ tha£ of reje^Bntf'

pieces, thit perlbns from the bell motives have had the |^oodnefs to fend

himf and nothing but a ftrongfcnfe of duty to hif r^^<ei^^ c^
duce him 'to tale it upon hirai^f. iThie writers of'thcjlfe jpieces, it may
be fuppofed, eye them with a parent's fondneif. One naturally feelsf it

reluctance at the thought of giving paih : (hbuld the.^dgment in tyXf
circumftances be fwayed a litSe by good nature, it ought to be tonfidqr-'

ed as a more cxcuTeable weaknefs, than a fteri^ fcyeiity;' Tet tht editor

fears,,that many of his correfpondehts will think dinner is Iktte robhrfor

accufihg him of this weaknefs, while others will fay he is gnH£y^t>f it tat'

attt unpardonable degree. Of this he does not complain, nor of tin con-

tiadiaory reiiuefts of his difiereut correQ)Ondimt»k»fome of-whom con**

demn in the fevereft terms^ thofe pieces that others talk of with rapture ;

while in their turn they difapprove of the performances, the others

have highly applauded ; fo that, like the man with the two wives, who
weeded outofh»head alternately the black hairs and tj^e white, were they
permitted to go on, he fhould foon have none, or were he to liften to both
partieHy he would be reduced to the neceflity of prefenting a book, like

Sterne, o£ blank pages, as the only mean left of avoiding ofience. Of
all this the editor does not complain, becaufe every one who afliimes tha

office he bears^muft exped a ilmilar fate. Knowing therefore, that it

is impoifible to plea£e alike every talte, he will go on to feleA, to the bcit

of his judgment, fuch pieces, whether originals or copies, as (hall feem to

have the bed chance of forwarding the views anounced in hisprofpeil^uss

ever paying due attention to the friendly hints of thofe who think he
erss, and relying upon the public indulgence for overlooking unavoidable

defers.

It is with infinite vexation hi remarks the number of typographlcaT

OYort that have dipt int9 this work^ Of the circumllances that have o«>


