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position DB the right aim of Jingland, we
Ehould not object to a sacrifice ol this kind
when EO great an object is attained, and
the object is a great and lasting one. it

is eaid that mnities between nations can-
not be perpetual. But I say that this

Treaty which has gone through so many
difficulties and dangers, if it ia carried
intoefiieci, removes almost all possibility of
war. ]f ever there was an irritating cause
of war, it wps from the occurrences arising

out of the escape of those vessels, and
wLen we see the United States people and
Government forget this irritation, forget
those occuriences, and submit such a
question to arbitration, to the arbitration

of a disinterested tribunal, they have estab>

Ibhed a principle which can never be for-

got^on in this world. No future question
ise r likely to arise that will cause such
irritation as the escape of the Alabama did,

and if they could be got to agree to leave
such a matter to the peaceful arbitrament
of a friendly power, what future cause of
quarrel can in the imagination of
man occur that will not bear the same pa-
cific solution that is sought for in this. I

believe that this Treaty is an epoch in

the history of civilization, that it will set
an example to the wide world that must
be followed

;
and with the growth of the

great Anglo Soxon family, and with the
development of that mighty nation to the
south of us, 1 believe that the principle
of arbitration will be advocated and adopt-
ed as the sole principle of settlement of
diBierences between the English speaking
peoples and that it will have a
moral influence in the world. And
although it may be opi. .oed to the ante-
cedents of other nations that great moral
principle which has now been established
among the Anglo-Saxon family, will spread
itself over all the civilized world (cheers).

It is not too much to say that
it is a great advance in the history

of mankind, and 1 should be sorry
if it were recorded that it was stopped
for a moment by aseltish consideration of
the interests of Canada. Had the Govern^
ment of Canada taken the course, which
was quite open to them, to recommend
Parliament to reject these articles, it

might have been a matter of some inter-

est as to what my position would have
been. I am here at all events advocating
the ratificaiion ol the Treaty, and, I may
(^ay, notwithstanding the taunts ofthe hon.
gentlemen oppo-ite, that although I was
chosen for the position of a Commissioner,
certainly because 1 was a Canadian, and
presumably because 1 was a member of
the Canadian Government, yet my com-
mission was given to me as a British

subject, as it was to Sir Stafford North-
cote and other members of the Com-
mission. I went to Washington as a

Plenipotentiary, as Her Majesty's servant,

and was bound by Her Majesty's instruc.

tions, and I would have been guilty of

dereliction of duty if I had not carried out
those instructions. And, sir, when I

readily joined under the circumstances

in every word of that Treaty with the

exception of the Fishery Articles, and
when I succeeded in having inserted in

the Treaty a reservation to the Govern-

ment and the people of Canada of the full

right to accept or refuse that portion of

it, I had no difhculty as to my course

(cheers). 1 did not hesitate to state that

if that clause had not been put m, I

would have felt it necessary to resign my
my commission. 1 was perfectly aware

in taking the course I did in signing the

Treaty that I should be subject to

reproach. I wrote to my friends in Can-
ada from Washington that well I knew
the storm of obloquy that would
meet me on my return, and before

even 1 crossed the border I was complit

mented with the names of Judas Isoariot,

Benedict Arnold, Ac. The whole vocabul-

ary of Billingsgate was opened against me,
but here 1 am, thank God, to-day, with

the conviction that what I did was for the

best interests of Canada ; and after all

the benefits I have received at the hands
of my countrymen, and after the con-

fidence that has been accorded me for

so many years, I would have been
unworthy of that position and that

confidence if I were not able to

meet reproach for the sake of my country.

[Cheers]. I have met that reproach and I

have met it in silence. 1 knew that a

premature discussion would only exaspe-

rate still more the feelings of those who
were arrayed against me, and of thosewho
think more of their party than theur coun-

try, (loud cheers.) 1 do not speak parti-

cularly of the hon. gentlemen opposite,

but I say that the policy of the Opposition

i'* regulated by a power behind the throne

which dictates what that policy must be

(cheers.) No one ever saw a patriotic

policy emanate from that source except

on one occasion, and that was when that

source was induced by myself to forget

party struggles and party feelings for the

common good of the country. (Cheers.)

1 have not said a word for twelvemonths
;

1 have kept silence to this day thinking it

better that the subject should be discussed

on its own merits. How eagerly was 1

watched 1 If the Government should come
out in favor of the treaty then it was to

be taken as being a betrayal of the people


