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of Magellan lie the Falkland iflands be-

lon»^ng tof uie iL»?|iIi(h. As thcfe iflands lie in a flmilar latitude to

that of the fouth of England, they might naturally enough be fnp-

pofed to enjoy nearly the fame climate, were it not a well known
geographical truth, that the fouthern hemiiphere is niuch more in-

clement than the northern one. >
,;

f Falkland iflands, which are divided from each other only by a

f!rait four or five mU^Ji^ breadth, are both dreary and defolate

fyot&f affording neither timber Hior vegetables in any- conflderable

quspjiities : The coafls, hoWever, are frequented by innumerable

>f feals and vaft flights of fowls, particularly penguins and

of Juan Femandes lies to the weft of South Aiherica

ilk tli^^'«hree degrees fouth latitude, and about chree hundred miles

from the <Xi0k of Chili. This romantic ifle diverfifled with woOds
and water, with craggy hills and fenile fpots, is famous for having

given rife to the celebrated romance of Robinfbn Crufoe. It appears

that one Alexander Selkirk, a feaman, and a native of Scotland, was
put afliore, and left in this folitary place by his captain, where he

lived fome years, and was difcovered by Captain Woodes Ro-
gers in 1709 : When taken on board, he had through difpfe to for-

got his native language, that he could with difliculty be underftood

:

He was cloathed with the flcins of goats^ would drink nothing but

water, and could not for a conflderable time relifli the fliip's provifl-

ons. During his refldence on this ifland he had killed Ave hundred

gpati|l| which he caught by running down ; and as many more he

marked on their ears and again fet at liberty. Commodore An-
ion's crew caught fome of thefe goats thirty years after, which dif-

covered in their countenances and beards ftrong marks of age. Alex-

ander, on his return to Engknd, was adviied to publifli an account

of his life and adventures in his little kingdom ; and he is faid to

have


