
TliE NEED FOR PUBLIC PLAYGROUNDS

It is as important to learn How to Play as How to

Work Honest Play is a Healthy Stimulant

to the Mind Keep Children oil Streets

III Inokiii;; <>\('r .-^lal is! ics conccrniiii: ciiiiiiii.-ilit y. mic is stnicl;

wiili tlic iiiaiiiicr ill wliicli two snirlliiifr facts stand mit. I'irst

that oiu'-lialf of tlio.-o coinictcil of (riiiic aif iitiskillcci woikcis.

tliat is to say, Iwuc no kno\\l('il<rc of a trailc ainl ; Ixmi (iiic-iliinl

of tlioin ra.ii^o i!i a;:c from is lo Jl

.

lilli'ii('>s :i|iii<'ars to lie one of tiic most |iioiific j:t'iiiis of crim-

iniiit\. "'I'lic (lc\il finds somo miscliipf still, for idle li: nds to

do." sociiis to he :: |iiov('rl) lo w lii( ti wc ina\ attaili considcialilc

'A(>i!;ht.

I'or till- a\ora{:r licallliy hoy lo lie absoliiti'iy idle is alioul tiic

worst thintr possilile. 'i'his applies (finally to jiiils. l.ct li^c hoy
or .rirl he kept constantly husy. citlicr at school, or .'it j'iay. and
h\ play I do not mean ninnin<: haphazard ahoiit the sticots. hut

h\ playing sonii- jramc. such as hasohall. hock('\ . foot hall or cricket.

wIrmc the child jiets his lirsi loson in orfraiii/od crfori amonirst

hi.- fellows: lluis occiiiiicd he will uixc little iroulilc on the score

of niis( iiiei

I have come across hoys, raiifiiiif: from ten tt) fourleen. who
h'iii no idea how lo play ;;ani«'s such as are common amonir iioys

of <iiiiilar age. 1 have often stood and watched lads like the.se

hanjrin}; around street coruers, swearin<:. (|ii,'rrellii:n ami jo,-tlin<x

ajjainst passers-hy for the simple fact thai they had absolutely

no form of ; imisement. To swear. lo tijrht. or to gamble for the

lew stray pennies conuiij; into their possession was I he only niediiiin

they knew of woikiiii: otT their youthful flow of a.riiiial s|>irits.

Value of Honest Play

The r:;iuou.- I'uke of \\ i-lliiii;loii i,- reported to have s;dd on
one occasion I hat 'The Battle of Waterloo was won on the playiiifi-

lields of I'.ton." However I rue this may tty ma\ not he, there is

no doubt \\li:;l('\er th.at the lioy, under :i proper play-leaiier. learns

on the playiiiouiid. self-control, self-c'infi^lence ami that spirit of

roii^h-and-re- dy . u:ive-and-take. which will slainl him in .u:ood

stcv.d in t he world of wiuk ihroiiirhout hi- iTter life.


