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The first Course of Lectures in the Series endowed by the late

Dr. Lamson, formerly President of the A. B. C. F. M.

The book is primarily intended as an introduction to the study

of comparative religion, preparing the way for the succeeding

courses of lectures in the series which as a whole will cover tiie

subject of the Religions of the World.

The primary aim is to provide an introduction to the study of

religion for the convenience of those expecting to enter the ministry

and, more especially, those who have in view the foreign field.

To the investigation of the subject of the history of early forms of

religion (on which Dr. Jevons is an authority) the methods and

principles of anthropology have been applied.

The book has in consequence proved of deep interest to stu-

dents of folklore, and to the wider circle of general readers. It

accomplishes in compact form what no other work in the same

field does, summarizing the results of the minute modem study of

anthropology, estimating their bearing upon religious problems,

and weaving the whole into an interesting connected history of the

origins of religion.

To the missionary who would relate the light of the gospel of

Christ to the ineradicable, racially transmitted cbaracteristiGS of a

foreign people the book is exceptionally valuable.
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