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ruined and then cast away, no, they are
human beings with hopes dear to them and
fears, legitirnate aspirations, sentiments,
and ail are the attributes which are coin-
mon to mankind.

In this country, Sir, when liuman energ 1y
has corne to be of such a whirling activity,
when aspirations towards wealth, comfort
and enjoyment have become, in individuals
as well as in ail classes of society, a pas-
alonate flight carryîng away humanity to
a more perfect state of thinga, it must be
remembered that one of the most promiaing
expectations regarding the future condi-
tions of the human race is the true im-
provement of man.

Now the toilers being the largest portion
of the community must be looked after in
the direction of giving themn certain honrs
of liberty that they will be induced, in the
course of time, to devote to instruction.
In so acting they wvill raise their moral,
intellectual and physical standing. In their
leisure hours, they will also be able to in-
dulge in a, more intimate intercourse with
the higher and more refined classes o! so-
ciety, and they will derîve from it great
benefits for themselves, as well as for the
community at large. This may appear to
be a Utopia to those who have no faîth
and no hopes in this democratic doctrine,
but I arn not of that number, and I sin-
cerely believe that, sooner or later, the
ideas that I now advocate will be a great
factor in the building up o! the national
advancement of ail civilized countries. 1
do flot think to atray 'when I submit that
the future progress of the world rests main-
ly on the more or less good will o! legisla-
tors ta incite education in the lower classes.
Let the toiler know the great lessons of
hygiene, Jet us teach hlm the duties of a
leader in his family, let us impress on bis
mmnd the knowledge proper to a citizen
and let us urge hirn to make it a point to
perforrn faithfully and scrupulously what
is to be expected frorn a member of the
sovereign. To arrive at this, Sir, it la o!
absolute necessity that a new horizon be
opened before the working classes, that
houra o! rest and liberty be granted ta themn
during which. they will be in a position to
consider and to understand that their en-
ergies must not be directed only in the way
o! becorning mnore skillful workmen, but
that it also belongs to thern ta become
useful and able citizen& and men in the
widest acception o! the word. The free
houra given ta the working man will awak-
en in himi new faculties and this will be
ail to the advantage of the social body.
And when the dav cornes during which
thousanda o! workmen stand before the
ballot box to cast their vote, the country
will have the guarantee that the judgment
rendered by this great portion of the coin-
rnunity is one given by men able to dis-

crim.inatc with a sound mmnd and a culti-
vated intellect the great politicai questions
debated before them. In a country like
ours, having a political organization coun-
terdrawn on the English constitution, the
most admirable o! aIl constitutions in the
world, I venture to aay that it is of very
great importance that the people be indue-
ed to self-government either in the individ-
ual aphere, or in the domain of the family
or that of the work shop, or in the inter-
course between citizens. Every man ought
then ta be guided by principles involving
regard for the dignity of man, this meaning
to do nothing againat the liberty of the
citizen and to love his country.

These are, Sir, sound democratie prin-
ciples that the boy should learn at school,
for their knowledge will become more and
more necessary as time goes by, witnessing
the great economical evolution of society as
a whole.

Generalizing the riglit of vote as it is
done ta-day, and extending it mure and
more ta the masses, is assuredly handing
the power ta, the pebple at large and what
will be the consequence of thi,% when di!-
focuît polîtical problems are left to t)e dis-
cussed, weighed and decided without ap-
peal by a majority of electars ignorant and
having no idea o! what la put before them.

The duties o! an elector have ta be learu-
ed and it is. abaolutely necessary that the
man -who'votes ahould know what he has to
do, so that his action be of some advan-
tage ta him and to his country. Ignorant,
we believe everything and any party can
lay hold of us and make us blind partisans;
educated, a man considers and thinks be-
fore depositing his ballot in the ballot box,
he knows what he is doing, and conse-
quently acta as a true citizen.

Any attempt ta botter the condition o! the
labouring classes which does not ultimately
raise their standard o! com!ort and enlarge
their intellectual capacity, will be uselesa,
and any cause which stands to lower it,
should, if possible, be removed.

Our constitution confers to the people the
great and sublime mission of ruling by
suffrage, and it is o! vital importance that
this people, in the banda o! whom the des-
tiny o! the country la entrusted should be
qualified by education to per!orm this sov-
ereign duty. It should be the eff ort of
every nation to secure, as fear as possible,
good and contented citizens; and forces
which. contribute to t.his in any way should
not ho disregarded. The nation feels a
direct intereat lu securing the advancement
o! the heslth and education, and the mor-
ality and well.being of the wbole commun-
ity. The improvement o! the labouring
classes bas now bacorne a matter o! funda-
miental intereat to every nation, as regards
its supremacy as a nation. It will be ta the
nation which builds up, by a wise policy ini


