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TIGHTENING THE GRIP.

Many are the rumors now afloat regard.
ing the alleged and still uncontradicted
resignation of Mr. J. M. Egan, general
superintendent of the C.P.R. and his re-
moval to a simlar position in connection
with the St. P. M. & M. road. A few
uninformed people were veady, when the
rumor first went round, to attribute Mr.
Egan's changiug to dissatisfaction with bis
present position, or a desire to once mote
wake his home under the sheltering wing
of the American cagle.

Those who have been on intimate terms
with Mr. Egan, are aware of no reason he
can have for dissatisfaction, and it requires
ouly a very slight knowledge of him to
know that he is possessed of too much
solid sense, toallow his national prejudices
to interfere with his busiuess, or to be-
come as patriotic as the Hiberman, who
preferred being hung by the neck in
¢ Quld Ireland” to dying a natural death
in any foreign land.  We must therefore
look for a cause for his removal in ancther
quarter.

We Dlelieve the secret of Mr. Egan's
moving to St. Paul can be fouad in the
fear, that another far reaching effort is
being made, to tighten the giip of railway
monopoly around the Northwest. A St
Paul journal has stated, and probably
with more truth than we have auy desire
to believe, that the C.P.R. Company have
acquired contro) of the St. P. M. & M.,
and Mr. Egan’s change is ouly from one
position in the employ of the company to
another.

There are many circumstances which
fuvor this theory, which we now put forth.
Monopoly Jhas a pretty tirm grip on this
country at present, but not so firm, but
united aud resolute action on the part of
the people of Manitoba, would compel any
Government in Ottawa to remove it.
The heads of the C.P.R. Company see
this clearly, and their game now is, to put
thepossibility of competition by a southern
route as far away from the boundaries of
Manitoba as possible.  With the St P. M.
& M. in their clutches, Fargo is the furth-
est north point at which a connection
could be made with an Awmericuu line,
having any route through Minnesota to
Lake Superior, and then the Northern

Paate with a rather round abouc one
would have to be made use of. The
direct road from Minneapolis to Sault Ste
Marie, 1s one of the ralways of the uear
future, and to make this of any waterial
advantage to the mullers of Minneapohs,
the C.P.R. must be depended upon for a
connection with the Atlautic seaboard.
This fact gives strength to the rumor that
the leaders of the C.P.R. Company are
about sccuring a contiolling interest in
this new short cut from Minncapolis to
the Atlantic, and once they sccure that
and the road to Sault Ste. Marie is built,
their grip on the Manitoba wo..opoly is
os tight as a vice. They can even put
pressure upon that other monopoly the
Minneapolis Miller’s Associntion, und the
influence from there will be strong in
binding the chain of railway movopoly
around this country.

Hitherto there has been heard a ery of
Canadian patriotism in support of the
C.P.R monopoly, but we wonder where
patriots would tiud iuspiration in such an
arrangement as we outline. At present
our Manitoba millers find it hard to com-
pete with those of Minneapolis in the
Montreal market. The relative duties on
wheat and flour ave no protection to them
from such competition, for milling in bond,
as arrauged in the United States, by a
rebate on exported flour made frow im-
ported wheat exceeding the Caunadian
tarifl’ cn floar, gives the Miuneapolis wil-
ler an actual advautage to start upon, and
during the last few months the millers of
Minneapolis have had their flour carried
to Moutreal for twenty-four cents a hun-
dred via Chicago, while millers in this
province have been paying the C.P.R.
about duuble that rate for carryiuvg theirs
direct to Montreal. When theroad from
Mianeapolis, to Sault Ste. Marie, is built
and controlled by the C.D.R. that cow-
pany will have to carry flour from Min-
neapolis to Montreal forless than twenty-
four cents, to compete with the existing
rcads, and we feel certain that they will
not make any reduction in the rates from
Manitoba. When they commence carry-
ing flour from Minneapolis for less than
24¢, and from Mauiteba for about 50c,
they will Lo accomplishing the patriotic
work of crushing the nuliers of Mauitoba,
Ontario and even Quebee out of existence,
and placing our Atlantic markets at the
mercy of the Minneapolis Miller’s Associ-
ation. There is one way which Canadian
millers may evade being crushed out, an

tuat ts vy teddetng Ul price of waeat
bought in the Northwest seven or cight
cents a bushel, and in this way they can

Jestow all the Lenefits of C.P.R. patriot-

ism on the Northwesteru grain producer,
and thus our farmers will pay the piper in
the long run.

ANNEXING CANADA.

It is truly amusing to read the eftusions
of the rank aud filo of the United States
press on the subject of annexing Cannda,
an undertaking which it is generally as-
sumed in such quarters, requires only the
edict from Washington to make it a fact,
for the great majority of the people of
Canada are eager to rush under the wings
of the American eagle. All thisis so
much pardonable national egotism a feel-
ing not contined to the United States, for
the press of every free country, might be
accused of displaying it. From a matter
to smile at such national yush becomes
something to create pity, when we see it
made use of in such a periodical as the
Danker's Magazine of New York. Uunder
the heading of ¢ Finauncial facts and
opinions,” that magazine has a paragraph
on the late Nova Scotia elections, and ac-
counte for the unexpected results by
accepting them as another proof of the
desire of Canadians generaily for annex-
ation to the United States. After point-
ing out the folly of simple secession by
Nova Scotia, and relegating loyalty to the
British connection to oflice holders and
sentimental people the Banker's Maga-
ztie concludes its article with the follow-

ing.

“ But what the vast majority of Can-
adian producers, laborers and business
men want more thun anything else is to
earn wore, live easier, and accumu-
late property more rapidly. They want,
in short, the market of this country,
which is, and long will be the best one in
the world. If they can get it by reci-
procity tieaties they would probably pre-
fer it, but if it is only by annexation that
it is obtainable they will go for that. Wo
should have had Canada long ago if the
Southern States in 1854, then having the
absolute political control of this country
had not deliberately and designedly pre-
vented it by negotiat'ng the Canadian
Reciprocity Treaty of that year.”

The firstser.tence of thisstatementis per-
fectly correct. The peopls of every coun-
try want to “earn wmore, live easier, and
accumulate wealth more rapidly,” but
the great Lulk of the Canadian people see
clearily, that this is not to Le reached by



