
120. Rcviczz of PoI!ok's 1- Course of Tm.

in natters of fiitlm, arc acccuntable oniy to himsclf. But as Pollok',
Bard says,

"ý Tlhui did the iiricirciiincised potentates
Ofcarthi dtibase religioti in the -i-lit
Of those they ruled, whlo, lookiiig up, bchcld
'l'le fair celestial ,ift despised, enslaved;
And, iniickin- flic folly of the great,
Withi prompt docility despised lier too.1"

And is flot this strictly truc, and debtor to the Poct's fimncy for
nothing but its diction ? An immoral irreligious potentate may go-
vern %viselv in temporal mnatterS, for " the chilcîren of this %voril,
arc îvîsr i their generation dian the children off lit ;" but such%
an one, thoughi suprerne in temporals over his brethren, should
bowv humbled ani abashcd as the lowest, in tise temple ;)f the Most
iioi'y ; and shûuld stand, corrected azidreproved as regards spiri-
tual concerns. But if such an one be suprczme in te Cliurch of
Christ, aiso ! if hie be the creator of Prelates, the director ani
paymaster of ministers of religion, does flot such irnpious inter-
ineddling tend to malce church goverrirdent appear as a forai of
nicre earthly policy ? (loeS it not debase the doctrines of religion,
Ly making them, appear as the mere trappings of state, enjoitàecd
for thie goversmnent of the many, but despised and neglected by
the source from whence they issue ? <lacs it flot ensiave the I "fair
celesti'sl gift," by yoking its rninisters to the state car, and by dic-
tating (o the hearts of men in znatters wherc man s9houid be Il lord
of himself, accounitable to none, save to, his conscience and his
(3od alone" ? and as the Poot says, does flot sucs touching of' the
ark withi polluted han3 s, induce the raied-seeing the presumrp-
tous foliy, and incincerity of thieir ruiers--to despise the systenm
which has been visibly debased into a macbine, to lie worked by
temporal power, fur temporal ends ? We do not say wvith Poliok,
that,

The prince or niagistratc, lîowever nained
Or praised, who, knoivin- hoUter, acted thus,
WVas iied, and reccived, as lie deserved
Damnation." ed

Neitiser (Io wc j;oin -.tith him in the lond anethemnas ivliicli hie
pronounices on tic priest, wvho for tities, place, henefices and
pomp, makes merchandise of the souls committed (o bis care ; bu,
in common ivithi the Poct, ive regret that those things are se. IVe
join not in bis denuniciations, because badl systems may have been
introduced for thieir seeming excellence ; and because disiike oU
innovation, and force of habit, rnay induce a conitinuance of sucli
systcms. rather (han n depraved poiicy ; but from a ivish for thc
advance of the best- intérests of Church and State, ve join in Uhc
regrets of oui- author ons the subject.

The Bard dlezcribe5 the Bible, lightiny Il earth'm mnid-daiy" as a


