becomes a question therefore of considerable moment whether

this expenditure is a wise one, and whether when completed

the Canadian people will possess in their national port facilitics

and accommodation that will enable them to hold their own
with the rival ports of this continent. Looking around for a com-

parison, we find that New York is payving $29,000,000 in the

vear 1907 for an improvement scheme almost identical with
our own. For that $29,000,000 New York builds 8 piers and
places upon them 8 double deck steel concrete sheds, having an
area of 120,000 square feet less than those now being erected
in Montreal. Montreal's development will place alongside of
every shed two railway tracks, whereas the NewYork develop
ment is inaccessible to railways, and cars have to be lightered
on bargesinto theship and vice versa. This means that Canada
is getting a port development for 43 millions that New York
has got to spend 29 millions to obtain, and by having the ad-
ditional advantage of direct inter-communication between the
railways, sheds and ships it has been possible during the past
season to effect a very considerable saving in the handling

charges of freight through the Port of Montreal

There have been handled by the Traffic Department of the
Harbour Commission during the last season 1,500,000 tons of
freight, carried in 75,000 cars, 400,000 tons of this freight were
handled direct between the car, shed and ships, or vice versa.
On this 400,000 tons of freight there has been an estimated
saving of 50 per cent. or $80,000 in the handling charges alone.
In other words, this means that the Port of Montreal has been
able during the past season to handle 400,000 tons of freight
for what it used to cost to handle 200,000 tons; and as almost
the whole of this saving has been effected on through freight
destined to all parts of Canada and all parts of the world, it is a
matter of gratification that in the near future Canadians may
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