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held and much pertinent testimony was gathered and 
forwarded to the Sacred Congregation of Rites rela
tive to the virtues of the men whose lives were sub

mitted to investigation. In 1909 the 
archbishops and bishops, assembled 
in Plenary Council at Quebec, sent a

Process of 
Beatification

letter to Pius X, asking His Holiness to hasten the 
work already begun. This very pressing supplica
tion was strengthened by others from a vast number 
of prelates and civic officials, and evidently hastened 
the examination of the testimony taken in 1904. In 
March, 1912, a Decree issued by the Sacred Congre
gation of Rites certified that nothing opposed the 
further progress of the Cause. In August, 1916, 
the same high tribunal met to decide whether there 
was just reason to sign the Commission for the In
troduction of the Beatification or the Declaration of 
Martyrdom of the servants of God who were put to 
death by the Iroquois in New France in the seven
teenth century. The answer was in the affirmative 
and a Decree was ordered to be published to that 
effect. This document marks an important step in 
the intricate work undertaken in Rome. The Holy 
See doing its share for the honor of our martyrs ; it 
remains for the Catholics of America to cultivate a 
devotion to those eight servants of God, and to 
hasten by their prayers the day when they shall 
receive the full honors of the altar.


