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Empire, and the mother of the deceased Prince's children, strong

in the conviction of past parental duties piously fulfilled, pressing

back for the time the feelinu-s of the wife and the woman into the

depths of her bereaved heart, called, as we have been told she did,

" her children around her at that trying and awful moment, and,

invoking a blessing on their heads, prayed that they might obtain

strength and wisdom to assist her in doing her duty to them and

the country over which it had pleased Providence to place her

as supreme ruler. The burden of that solemn ejaculation and

counsel must have fallen on the heart of the youthful Prince, whom
we so lately were rejoicing to see amongst us, and on whom,

in the course ofnature, will devolve the government of the kingdom,

when his Royal mother's r^-igu shall have drawn to a close. lie now

stands in the place of a husband to his widowed parent," But not

only he—will not the whole empire, with one heart, yearn to do

its best to supply her mighty loss ? And shall we not all, with

more earnestness and sincerity then ever, commend her in our

prayers to our Heavenly Father, " the King of kings and Lord of

lords, tliat He will be pleased to rule her heart in His fuitli, fear,

and love
; and be her defender and keeper, giving her the victory

over all her enemies ?" Yos ! never, I believe, in the annals of

her liistory, was there a time when the people of England were

more satisfied with their political system ; and never could it be

said with more truth, that in affection and love, and all the finest

and deepest feelings of our nature, the Queen of England may
rely with confidence on her people, as her husband. They have ever

been ready to rejoice with her in her joys ; they are now one with

her in this her deep sorrow ; and will ever be one with her, what-

ever burden or heat of the day she may be called to bear. And
happy is it for any people when such is the case ! Happy is it for

us here in Canada, where the country has so thriven and prospered

under her beneficent rule; happy is it, in these days of peiplexity,

when we hear such rumours of war, and men's minds are so filled

with many an anxious thought, that on this question of loyalty to

our Queen and love for her person, and sympathy with licr in

her sorrow, there is no uncertain sound, God grant that we may

never become subjected to all the stern realities of war. In itself,


