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Cors;;ics3 fioi.i llicic Stiilof, (akou collectivtly, t.ro-tliirds were

against a declaration of uar.'""

In this SfP.soii of i)iiMic cilaniKy, of illvisiun arnoiyf^ onrsolvr?,

am! war wiili :\ foreign power, the duties \vc owe to oniselve?, our
families, our country and onr Cod, rcqnire tliat wc cultivate can-

<lid, friendly and i)eact'iiModisj)Oiiilion.s, one toward Another ; that

we carefnlly look into tl;e stale of our public oonctrns ; examine

the measures of onr rulers ; and adliorbstrictly to our txrcllcnt

constitutions, and to all the just If\w9 of our country. To do

• It may he asked, why thi^ great diffejx'nce, between the Southern and
Knrthern'StHtt'S, on this sidiju't ?

That many ofthe southern e,ontry, and tliat llie great body ofthe Vrencli

and Irish inhabitants, or residents, in tiie Southern States, have stron;^

prtjudires agninsl G. IJritain, and partialiiits touard France, h weli

known, Tlie Northern States inust be tar tiiej;reater sulierers in this war.

If Iarf;e armies are raised, the tin ater nun\btT of nun must be drawn
from llie Northern State*. The duties on salt, and sonje other articles,

must fail much more heavily on the Noitheni, than on L'ie Southern States,

Tne northern merchants, farmers, traders in lumber, mechanics, t'lsher-

men, sailors, iSrc. must be j^reat sufTerers, and many of thtin thrown al-

anjst outof empluyment ; while the Southern Statej will sutler cornpara-

tivtly little.

The Southern States have few vessel?, the Northern States many. The
southern planters, who furu'crly shii)ped their produce in vessels belon;^-

ing to the Northern States, can now sliip in Spanisli, Portu;;uese, or other

foreijjn neutn-.l vessels for jrixjd marlats, or can »ell, for re;uiy money, to

these vessels, at handsome prices; but the surplus produce ofthe Northern
States must remain on hand, or be disposed of at >;reat sacrifice, wlnln

Bucli ofthe northern vessels as arc abroad, are exposed to capture, and
euch of them as are at hon»e, must lie useless at the wharves, or be put to

the worse than useless employment, of privateering.

I believe, the great body ofthe friends of peace, deprecate a separation

of the States, as an event, wdiich would involve the ruin of this country ;

but it is a serious question, whether the measures of our present rulers

have not a tendency to produce so dreadful an event ? " We shrink from
the separation of the States, as an event fraught with incalculable evils,

and it is among our strongest objecticms to the present course of measures,
that they have in our opinion, a very (!ang:eroui and alcnnins bearing, on
such an event. If a separation ofthe States ever should take place, it will

be, on s'^ine occasion, when one portion of the Country undertakes to

controul, to regulate, and to sacrifice the interest ofanother ; when a small

Rnd heated Majority \n the Government, taking eounselof their passions,

and not of their reason, contemptuously disregarding the interests, and
perhaps stopping the mouths, of a large and respectable Minoritif, shall

by hasty, rash, aiul ruinous measures, threaten to destroy essentialrights,

nnd lay waste the most important interests. It shall be our most fervent;

supplication to Heaven to avert, both the event and theofcuii'on ; and the

Government may be assured, that the tie that binds is to the Unios,
will never be broken by us.*''-'ll\ffmorialofthtficc':'ir.ghuvi Conicntlon

<ff thefriends ofpeace.
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