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the chief diflerence between them and us. It is tlicir cxccillve fi:'.!-

plicity i it is the limited degree of tlicir fatultie.s. 'JiKir rcafjn is

not more enlightened or more provident th:in the inHiiift oF brutes.

The reafon of the mofl: grofs peafants, tliat ot' tlie negroes biought

up in the parts of Africa mofl: remote from ir.tcrcourfe with livvo-

peans, is fuch that we difcover appearances of intelligence, whicli,

though unfolded, is capable of increafc. But of this the underfland-

ing of Caraibs feems to be hardly fufceptible. If found philol'oniiy

and religion did not afford us their light, if we v/cre to decide accord-

ing to the firll impreffion which the view of that people makes upon

the mind, we Ihould be difpofed to believe that they do not belong

to the fame fpecies with us. Th«ir ftupid eyes are the true mirrour

of their fouls ; it appears to be without funflions. Tl;eir indolence

is extreme ; they have never the lead folicitude about the moment

which is to fucceed that which is prefent." Voyage a la Martinique,

p. 44, 45. 51. M. de la Borde, Tertre, and Rochefort, confirm

this defcription. " The charafteriftics of the Californians," fays P.

Veregas, " as well as all of the other Indians, are ftupidity and in-

fenfibility j want of knowledge and refledtion ; inconftancy, impetuo-

fity, and blindnefs of appetite ; an exceJTive (loth, and abhorrence of

M labour and fatigue ; an excefTive love of pleafure and amufc-

ir.ent of every kind, however trifling or brutal; pufiUanimity

;

and, in fine, a mod wretched wflnt of every thing which conftitutes

the real mai-s and renders him rational, inventive, traftable, and ufe-

ful to himfelf and focicty. It is not ealy for Europeans, who never

were out of their own country, to conceive an adequate idea of thofe

people : for, even in the leaft frequented corners of the globe, there

is not a nation fo fl:upid, of fuch contracted ideas, and fo weak both

in body and mind, as the unhappy Californians. Their underftand-

ing comprehends little more than what they fee ; abftraft ideas, and

much lefs a chain of reafoning, being far beyond their power; fo

that they fcarce ever improve their firft ideas, and thefe are in general

fall'e, or at leaft inadequate. It is in vain to reprefent to them any

future advantages which will refult to them hoiA doing or abfl:aining
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