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the cavalry upon one side, and the infantry upon the other,

plunged into the river and attempted to swim to the opposite

shore. A runaway negro who had attached himself to tlie

American army, was concealed in the bushes upon the opposite

bank, and perceiving three Indians approaching nearer than in

his opinion was consistent with the security of his hiding-place,

he collected courage enough to level his rifle at the foremost,

as he was swimming, and shot him through the head. The
other two Indians instantly halted in the water, and attempted

to drag the body of their dead companion ashore. The negro,

in the mean time, reloaded his gun and shot another dead u[)on

the spot. The survivor then seized hold of both bodies, and

attempted, with a fidelity which seems astonishing, to bring

them both to land. The negro ha^'ing had leisure to reload a

second time, and firing from his covert upon the surviving

Indian, wounded him mortally while struggling with the dead

bodies. He then ventured to approach them, and from the

striking resemblance of their features, as well as their devoted

attachment, they were supposed to have been brothers. After

scalping them, he permitted their bodies to float down tlie

stream.

The Indians now sued for peace. Preliminaries were settled,

and it was determined that a grand conference should be held

at Greenville, to form a definitive treaty. During the month
of June, 1795, the representatives of the northwestern tribes

began to gather at Greenville, and on the 16th of that month

Wayne met in council the Delawares, Ottawas, Pottawatamies,

and Eel River Indians ; and the conferences, which lasted till

August 10th, commenced. On the 21st of June, Buckongehelas

arrived ; on the 23d, the Little Turtle and other Miamies ; on

the 13th of July, Tarke and other Wyandot Chiefs reached the

appointed spot; and upon the 18th, Blue Jacket with thirteen

Shawnees, and Masass with twenty Chippeways. Most of these,

as it appeared by their statements, had been tampered with by

M'Kee, Brant, and other English agents. They had, however,

all determined to make a permanent peace with the Thirteen

Fires, and although some difficulty as to the ownership of

the lands to be ceded, at one time seemed likely to arise, the

good sense of Wayne and of the Chiefs prevented it, and upon


