
NORTH WEST COAST OF AMERICA.

It would not be prudent for (hips bound to America, to purfue our

•route, if they are not ready for fea by the middle of November, or

the loth of December at fartheft. The long and heavy delay we met

with, after leaving Samboingan, is the beft proof of the difficulties

we found in getting to the Eaftward at this period of our voyage

;

when the currents alfo run more rapid, and the feafon is more tem-

peftuous, as we have reafou to believe, than in the months of No-

vember and December,
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It had been our intention, at one time, to perform this voyage by

failing round New Holland, and ftretching fufficiently to the Eaft, to

fetch the Sandwich Iflands previous to our making the coaft ofAmerica;

or we had the choice of pulhing through Endeavour Straits, and perform-

ing the fame point ; but this latter courfe was reje«£ted on account of the

dangerous archipelago of iflands fcattered to the Eaftward of thofe

(traits; and the former was abandoned from the circuity of its navigation,

which would demand a much longer time than we could fpare : it was

accordingly conjeftured, that if a paiTage was attempted through the

Sooloo Archipelago, then ftretching to the Eaftward, to weather New
Guinea, New Ireland, and New Hanover,—and again tacking to the

Northward, to obtain the Wefterly winds, that we (hould have a quick

and eafy paflage opened to America.
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The event proved that we had judged rightly in adopting the laft ;—
but, in my opinion, a ftill cafier and much better paflage is now opened

to America ; and it is fubmitted whether, in future, it would not be

preferable for (hips bound there, to effe£l their way by the palTage be-

tween Luconia and Formofa. This opinion is not the fanciful refult

of vague conjefture, but has, as I conceive, fomewhat of an experimen-

tal foundation on the following circumftances :— .
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