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government of the province. iSuch. agreement
must be approved by the Governor in Counci]
and shall contain such provisions as to location,
cost. description, specifications, lime and ine-
thod of construction, supervision and Other ne-
cessary particulars as are essential to protect
the publie interest. Except for reasons set for.th
In such Order In Council and except with the
consent of both governments, ail exPenditure
under this Act shall be by tender and con-
tract;

This is a new feeture in the Bill, and in
this resipect the Bill rernover, altogether thie
complaint, criticism, or opposition that
was made against the Good Roads'. Bil]
which was before Parlianient prior to the
war.

This is not a war-time measure. 0f
course, it ie important for the Governmient
to see te it that in se far as it may be in
the public interest money shall be expended
for the purpose of afferding employmient
to returned ëoldiers. But a good reads
measure was introduced in t-be House of
Commons long before the beginning of the
war. It was 1 if my memory serves me,
defeated in this Hous-e.

Hon. Mr. THOMPSON: No; it was only
amended. It ivas not defeated.

Hon. Mr. BLAIN: Yes, aniended in this
Flo use.

Hon. Mr. CROSBY: Juast as it is new.

Hon. Mr. BLAIN: It was amended
almoet as it ie now presented to the House;
I thank my honourable friend for the cor-
rection. 1 think nearly ahl the objections
that were taken in this House in oppo-sition
to tfiat Bill are now removed, and 1 do not
think the Senate should make any par-
ticuhar objection to the appropriation of
this money. It je carefully provided that
the policy ef publie competition shall be
followed. That. is a policy which is clearly
defined and wehh 'unders-tood in respect to
the expenditure of most public meneve,
particularly in munîcipalities. It may be
said,. of course, that governments are szo
designing that t.hey can see te it that their
friends receive the contracte. That may
be, but I hope that in none of the provinces
would the people so far forget themselves
as te allow any dishonesty to be practised
in the methode cf hetting contracts for the
construction of roads.

Section 5 provides:
The Governor In Council inay make such

regulations, te be published In the Canada
Gazette, as are deemned advisable or giving
eftect to the objects and purposes of this Act.

Therefore I say that this money will be
expended in the best interest of the people
of this country'. If I stopped long enough

Hon. Mr. BLAIN.

to make comparisons, I couhd point out to
this House that there ig ne money expended
by a Federal or a Provincial Governnment
in Canada that je more in thle interest
of the ag-ricultural population than
the money which is here provided
for the construction of good roads.
It alhow6 the members of the f aimily who
have reniained at home for years because
of the condition of the reads to get out and
see their neighbours and go to market,
churchi and other places. I think this
policy je altogether designed to keep the
agricultural population on the faim. !Phere
has been a good deal of talk and writing
about the policy of inviting farmera' sons
anmd other citizens to leave centres of popu-
lation and go back to the farms. It ie -a
fine policy te talk about; every Govern-
ment taîke about it, and everybody tries to
aid it; but it nearly always ends in mere
stateniente. In my humble opinion the onhy
w ay to build up the agricultural. popula-
tion of thi8 country je to keep the boys and
girls on the fari. If the boys and girls
ever drift away from thle farmn, I do not
k.now and neyer have heard. of any
policy that would be effective to bring them
balck from the centresl of population. It is,
therefore, important that public men in al
branches cf legislatures shall give whatever
aid they can to keep the agricultural popu-
lation upon the faims, and direct their at-
tention to agricultural developmnent, which
je a pehicy that I think will comnaend itself
to the people o! this country.

Hon. Mi. FOWLER: No, it does net com-
mend itself to me.

Hon. Mi. BLAIN: I respe.ctfully differ
with my honourable fîiend.

Hon. Mr. FOWLER: When I rephy I wil
gis-e yeu the reasons -%hy it does not coen-
mend itself to me.

Hon. Mi. BLAIN: I am always respect-
fui enougli b- admit .that eveîybody may
net agree ivith me; but I believe that je
the proper policy for this country, and I
hope this Senate will support the measure,
whicli bas been endorsed by the different
Provincial Gevernments of this country,
and is designed to 4ielp the people of Can-
ada, and wihh be approved, I believe, by
the people cf every province in this country.

Hon. Mi. BOURQUE: I would like te ask
the honourable leader of the Goveînment
how the Dominion Government wilh have
any contiol over the expendiituie cf this
money, or whether it wilh be left entiely Io


