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th:igl'ovince of Quebec who accepted that
thos 100 ; they disregarded the interests of

er:thom in honor and in conscience they
are allound to protect. If the Government
"ightgowed to sanction this invasion of the
Torrit of the minority in the North-West
fon torles they will be placed in a posi-

ot r . 80 still further and to sanction the
la tu;ecently passed by the Manitoba Legis-
an o f?i abolishing the use of French as
John ¢ial language in that Province. Sir
tions Macdoxla]q is bound by his asser-
Congli and by his interpretations of the
Veto tution for over twenty years, to
) that ‘Act of the Manitoba Legis-

Alurg . . . .
Hol;re» but the decision of the other
Vvomse on the dual language question

anqu warrant the Prime Minister in
of Camg the Act, because the Parliament
Wa Dada has already consented to doing
in tl{' With the use of the French language
thig ]‘;,For_th West. The result of passing
With; 1l without amendment will be that
in thn a year, both in the Territories and
g‘larae Province of Manitoba, the rights
awg. teed to the minority will be swept
of thye- It is true that the great majority
ppro People in that part of Canada do not
bug Ve ot the use of the French language,
e French population are not new

a 18 there. FPrench was the first lan-
i ngoi Spoken in those Territories, and it
Surprising that those who are of

Fre

arriyg

eouzfl,l descent cling to it still. In this
olicly England did not adopt the same

“gly that she pursued in Ireland. When

natioand- sought to destroy, not only the

attaeﬁahty but the religion of Ireland, she
ed the language of the people.

th? IO N. Mr, POWER—But the religion of
Tish was not destroyed.

u%ﬂ? Mr. BELLEROSE—England tried
or l'dld not succeed. In this country

in foUCy was different. She was liberal
aubje:t extreme 1o her French Canadian
thep, ts. Of her own free will she gave
ang be rights that they have enjoyed,
Piviﬁ:l&l'anteed them by treaty. These

orth %fs were confirmed by the British

torig) Gmemca Act, and when the Terri-
orth “;’Vel'nment was organized in the

anq |, &t the Dominion Government—
ernp, em appy tosay it wasa Liberal Gov-
2hat Dt—extended the same privileges to
be topor.tlon of the Dominion. Are we to
now, after all these years, that

these privileges are to be withdrawn? It
is useless to say that we are simply grant-
ing to the people of the Territories the
right to regulate these matters for them-
selves: we know what it means—that we
are handing over the minority to be strip-
ped of their rights by a hostile majority.
We are asked to empower the Legislative
Assembly of the North-West Territories
to strike a blow which the Government at
Ottawa have not dared themselves to inflict.
I should have looked on this question in a
different light had the Dominion Govern-
ment come forward and adopted - this
policy on their own responsibility, but
they have preferred to deprive the
minority in the North-West Territories of
their privileges by indirect means, and it
only shows that they are willing to
empower others to do a wrong which they
would have done themselves if they had
not been afraid of the consequences. I
would prefer the open hostility of the
Government; and if those who speak the
French language throughout the Dominion
are true to themselves they will resent
this as an act of hostility to their race on
the part of the Government of the day. I
am opposed to this Bill, and when it goes
to a Committee of the Whole House I shall
move an amendment to that clause.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH—This only
refers to the proceedings in the Assembly.
The publication of the statutes and the
proceedings of the courts are not given
to the Government of the North-West, and,
therefore, the clause is not as far-reaching
in its effects as the hon. gentleman sup-
poses.

The motion was agreed to.

GRANTS OF PUBLIC LANDS BILL.
SECOND READING

Hon. Me. ABBOTT moved the second
reading of Bill (W) “ An Act respecting
Grants of Public Lands.” He said: This
is a short Bill for the purpose of placing
the titles of real estate in the North-West
Territories upon a proper footing. It
appears that we have adopted there the
new system ot titles, under which, on the
death of a man, his real property vests in
his executors. My hon. friend from
Calgary will be able to correct me if I am
wrong; it is a subject with which I am
not familiar, but I understand it is neces-



